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TEE FOR BIOLOGY AND MFDICINE 

711544 TO THE 

ATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMiSSION 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

J a n u a r y  22 ,  1973 
-- 

D r .  James R. S c h l e s i n g e r  
Chairman 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20545 

Dear D r .  S c h l e s i n g e r :  

I a m  w r i t i n g  t o  r e p o r t  on t h e  145th meet ing of t h e  Advisory Committee f o r  
Biology and Medicine h e l d  i n  Oak Ridge, Tennessee, a t  t h e  Oak Ridge 
Na t iona l  Laboratory on J a n u a r y  3 and 4 ,  1973. 
w e r e  p r e s e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  D r .  Finch,  who w a s  i n  t h e  Far East  a t  
t h e  t i m e  of t h e  meeting. 

A l l  members of t h e  ACBM 

D r .  Liverman arranged an  ex t r eme ly  i n t e r e s t i n g ,  important ,  and I b e l i e v e  
most product ive program i n v o l v i n g  work i n  AEC n a t i o n a l  l a b o r a t o r i e s  for: 
o t h e r  agenc ie s .  
depth any of  t h e  ORNL programs, bu t  r a t h e r  because ORNL i s  a s i t e ,  as 
explained by D r .  Weinberg i n  h i s  welcome, where work f o r  non-AEC agencies  
is perhaps as w e l i  developed as i t  is  a t  any  of the  n a t i o n a l  laboratcr-Les 
w i t h  approximate:. 25% of t h e  fund ing  coming from t h e s e  o t h e r  agencies .  

IJ,e had a r r anged  t h i s  meeting a t  ORNL n o t  t o  review i n  

D r .  Liveimzn a s k e i  f o r  t h e  a d v i c e  and opinion of t h e  ACBM i n  r e l a t i o n  tc 
t h e  assessment of t he  impact of  work f o r  non-AEC agencies  on programs of  
t h e  Divis ion of B i  3medical and Environmental Research f o r  p o s s i b l e  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o r :  o f  p a r t i c u l a r l y  q u a l i f i e d  a r e a s  i n  AEC l a b o r a t o r i e s  and 
f o r  t h e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of programs t o  be encouraged o r  discouraged.  
connect ion w i t h  t h i s  g e n e r a l  area t h e  ACBM has been on r e c o r d  f o r  a number 
of yea r s  as being i n  f a v o r  of encouraging i n d i v i d u a l  s c i e n t i s t s  as w e l l  as 
programmatic l a b o r a t o r y  areas t o  s e e k  funding from non-AEC agencies  i n  
view of c o n s t r i c t i n g  budgets.  The ACBM would a l s o ,  a t  t h i s  t ime, l i k e  t o  
r e i t e r a t e  i t s  recommendation, made a f t e r  t he  May 1972 meeting a t  Srookhaven, 
t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  r e g u l a t i o n s  be modified SO t h a t  t he  AEC 
l a b o r a t o r i e s  do n o t  have t o  demons t r a t e  non-governmental p a r t i c i p z t o r y  
f i n a n c i a l  i nvo lvenen t  i n  o r d e r  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  funding from non-AEC agenc ie s .  
The ACBM understands t h a t  some o v e r t u r e s  i n  t h i s  r ega rd  have been made b u t  
urges  t h a t  t h i s  be pursued v i g o r o u s l y  s o  a s  n o t  t o  l eave  t h e  s c i e n t i s t s  a t  
t h e  AEC l a b o r a t o r i e s  i n  a d i sdvan tageous  p o s i t i o n  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  pee r  
groups o u t s  i d e  na t iona 1 l a b o r a t o r i e s  . I 
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The q u e s t i o n s  r a i s e d  by D r .  Liverman a r e  no t  c a p a b l e  of s imple  s o l u t i o n  
bu t  i t  i s  conceivable  t h a t  some of t he  D B E R ' s  s p e c i f i c  and g e n e r i c  problems 
can  be improved, i f  n o t  e n t i r e l y  r e so lved .  Some o f  t h e  d i f f i c u l t y  seems 
t o  have a r i s e n  by v i r t u e  of a primary emphasis upon t h e  mechanism of 
fund ing  r a t h e r  than the n a t u r e  of t h e  problem be ing  a t t a c k e d .  
problem seems t o  be: 
I f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  answered a f f i r m a t i v e l y ,  t hen  competence should be 
sought  t o  pursue them w i t h i n  t h e  g u i d e l i n e s  of t h e  A E C ' s  concerns i f  
equipment and f a c i l i t i e s  e x i s t  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  l a b o r a t o r i e s .  

The r e z l  
"Is t h e  problem s i g n i f i c a n t  and a n a t i o n a l  need?" 

There seems t o  be l i t t l e  q u e s t i o n  on the  b a s i s  of t h e  numerous p re sen ta t ions  
made t o  the  ACBM a t  t h i s  meeting t h a t  t he  over  a l l  e f f e c t  of t h e  a d d i t i o n  
of s u p p o r t  from non-AEC agencies  has c e r t a i n l y  been p o s i t i v e .  The ACBM 
s t r o n g l y  suppor t s  i n c r e a s i n g  DBER f l e x i b i l i t y  by p e r m i t t i n g  competi t ion 
f o r  f e d e r a l  g r a n t s  from non-AEC agencies  on an  e q u a l  f o o t i n g  wi th  a p p l i c a n t s  
from academia. S c i e n t i s t s  i n  the  n a t i o n a l  l a b o r a t o r i e s ,  t h u s ,  would be 
s u b j e c t e d  t o  n a t i o n a l  p r i o r i t i e s  and e v a l u a t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the  c u r r e n t  
h e a l t h  needs of t h e  n a t i o n .  

There w a s  some d i s c u s s i o n  concerning i n v e s t i g a t o r s  who have developed 
s u b s t a n t i a l  t e c h n i c a l  competence b u t  have l o s t  some of t h e i r  i n v e s t i g a t i v e  
spa rk .  
t h e  ir.ter€ace between r e s e a r c h  and r e g u l a t i o n s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  i n  the  
p r e p a r a t i o n  of environmental  impact s t a t e m e n t s .  

The.ACBM suggested t h a t  such i n d i v i d u a l s  might be v e r y  h e l p f u l  i n  

I n  an e a r l i e r  meeting w i t h  t h e  Commission you i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  ACBX should; 
unde r t ake  t o  d e f i ; ?  i t s  own r o l e .  I n  t h e  Executive S e s s i o n  a t  t h i s  meeting 
t h e  fo l lowing  PO'-..;.; were d i scussed  by t h e  Committee w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  i t s  
r o l e  : 

1 )  I t  w a s  coss ide red  t h a t  t h e  ACBM w a s  most e f f e c t i v e  as a po l i cy  
a d v i s o r y  committee and can be ve ry  u s e f u l  i n  t h i s  manner r a t h e r  than 2 s  
a n  in-depth review committee. Although t h e  ACBM h a s  t h e  e x p e r t i s e  t o  
unde r t ake  in-depth review, t h i s  has been t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  AEC 
s t a f f ,  and t i m e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a l o n e  would probably c o n t r a i n d i c a t e  a p a r t -  
t i m e  Advisory Committee a t t empt ing  in-depth review on a r e g u l a r  b a s i s .  

2 )  The consensus w a s  t h a t  t he  Committee shou ld  be a d v i s o r y  t o  the 
Commissioners and should r e p o r t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  Chairman'of t h e  AEC. It  
was f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  arrangement would make t h e  ACBM of g r e a t e s t  u t i l i t y  to  
t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  f i e l d s  which i t  advised and of t h e  g r e a t e s t  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  
t h e  D i r e c t o r  of t he  Div i s ion  w-ith which i t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  conce'rned. 

3) I n  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  of i t s  b e l i e f . t h a t  i t  should c o n t i n u e  t o  be an 
a d v i s o r y  on p o l i c y ,  t h e  Committee b e l i e v e s  i t  ' h a s  been p a r t i c u l a r l y  u s e f u l  
i n  t h i s  r o l e  i n  t h e  p a s t .  Indeed, i f  t h e  ACBM d i d  n o t  e x i s t ,  as 
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D r .  Liverman i n d i c a t e d  might  be t h e  s i t u a t i o n  wi th  r e -eva lua t ion  of  t h e  
r o l e s  of Advisory Committees, some s i m i l a r  committee would probably  have 
t o  be invented .  Some of t h e  i n s t a n c e s  on which i t  has rendered a d v i c e  i n  
t h e  very  r e c e n t  p a s t  i n c l u d e s :  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  UCLA Labora tory  ope ra t ion  ( a t  t he  d i r e c t  r e q u e s t  of 
t h e  J o i n t  Committee on Atomic Energy) ;  b) Advice on t h e  p o t e n t i a l  of t h e  
s t a b l e - i s o t o p e  program a t  Los Alamos; c )  Advice on the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  
u t i l i z i n g  t h e  n e g a t i v e  pi-meson a t  Los Alamos f o r  medical r e s e a r c h  and 
c l i n i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  and,  d )  Advice on the  proper  r o l e  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  
of  personnel  mon i to r ing  procedures  and the  l i m i t a t i o n  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
of such neasurements.  

a )  Resolu t ion  of major i n t r amura l  problems 

Complete minutes  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h i s  meeting w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  a t  a l a t e r  
date.  

Chairman, Advisory Committee f o r  
Biology and Medicine 


