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ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE 
TO TNHE 

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

June  16, 1971 

‘ .  
f4 D r .  Glenn T, Seaborg 

Chairman 
U. S.  Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20545 

Dear D r .  Seaborg: . 
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BOX NO. 
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The Advisory Committee f o r  Biology and Medicine he ld  i t s  138th meeting 
a t  t h e  Oak Ridge Na t iona l  Laboratory on May 14 and 15, 1971. 

ACBMmembers p r e s e n t  w e r e  D r s .  P h i l i p  P. Cohen, C. A. Finch, Arie J. 
Haagen-Smit, J .  S .  Laughlin,  W. J. Schu l l ,  R. D.  Moseley, Jr. (Chairman) 
and John B. S t o r e r  ( S c i e n t i f i c  Sec re t a ry ) .  
D r .  John R.  T o t t e r ,  D i r e c t o r  of  t h e  Div is ion  of Biology and Medicine, 
and members of h i s  s t a f f .  

Also i n  a t t endance  were 

The meeting on t h e  14th  w a s  devoted t o  some ve ry  i n t e r e s t i n g  and 
informat ive  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  on the  program of the  Biology Divis ign  by 
D r .  Howard Adler ,  D i r e c t o r  of t h e  Div is ion ,  and va r ious  members of h i s  
s t a f f .  The Biology Div i s ion  i s  the  l a r g e s t  s i n g l e  Div i s ion  a t  ORHL, 
and i t s  a c t i v i t i e s  are  s o  broad and ex tens ive  no a t t empt  w a s  made t o  
summarize t h e  e n t i r e  program i n  one day. 

The ACBM met i n  execu t ive  s e s s i o n  on the  15th .  
cons iderable  dismay t h e  f a i l u r e  t o  select  a biomedical s c i e n t i s t  f o r  the  
r e c e n t  E .  0. Lawrence Awards, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  view of t h e  h igh  l e v e l  of 
c r i t i c i s m  and p u b l i c  d i s c u s s i o n  concerning environmental ,  e c o l o g i c a l  and 
biomedical problems. 
demonstrate t h e  Commission’s concern and e f f o r t s  i n  these  a r e a s  was 
missed. 
the  members of t h e  ACBM a ques t ion  concerning t h e  method of s e l e c t i o n  of 
these .nominees. 

The Committee viewed wi th  

The ACBM f e e l s  t h a t  a magni f icent  oppor tuni ty  t o  

The f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  poss ib l e  r a i s e s  i n  t h e  minds of many of 

M r .  Les t e r  Rogers,  D i r e c t o r  of AEC’s  Div is ion  of Rad io log ica l  and 
Environnental  P ro tec t ion ,  presented  t o  the  ACBM t h e  changes proposed i n  
Design Cr i te r ia ,  10CFR50, and t h e s e  were d iscussed  a t  length .  The A C E 4  
made sugges t ions ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  concerning the  psychologica l  impact o f  
the wording of some of t hese  changes, p a r t i c u l a r l y  as they  r e l a t e d  t o  
a c t i o n  l e v e l s  f o r  o p e r a t o r s  i n  terms of r e p o r t s  t o  t h e  Commission. 
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The ACBM i s  hopefu l  t h a t  M r .  Rogers may f i n d  these  sugges t ions  h e l p f u l  
and t h a t  t h e  wording of t h e  document w i l l  no t  only r e f l e c t  t h e  i n t e n t  of 
these  des ign  changes b u t  w i l l  a l s o  avoid f u r t h e r  u n j u s t i f i e d  p u b l i c  
concern. 

J A t  t he  r e q u e s t  of M r .  Char les  Eason, of t he  General Manager's o f f i c e ,  t h e  
1 AqBM appointed a subcommittee on occupat iona l  r a d i a t i o n  exposure records  

lJJ*l,if'Gid M r .  Eason has  been s o  informed. 11' Laughlin and D r .  Robert  D. Moseley, Jr. 
The committee c o n s i s t s  of D r .  John S .  

~ This w a s  D r .  Cohen's last  meet ing as a member of ACBM, having served on 
the  Committee f o r  t h e  p a s t  e i g h t  years .  
ACBM members and w e  hope t h a t  he  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  so  
t h a t  w e  may have t h e  b e n e f i t  of h i s  broad knowledge and sound advice  when 
needed. 

, D r .  Cohen w i l l  be  missed by t h e  

The nex t  meeting of t h e  ACBM is scheduled f o r  September 10-11, 1971, a t  
AEC Headquarters.  .' 

Chairman, Advisory Cornid tee  
f o r  Biology and Medicine 
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