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Dr. Perry R, Stout

Professor of Soil Science and Chemist
Agricultural Experiment Station
University of California

Davis, California 95616

Dear Dr. Stout:

Thank you for your letter of December 21, 1971, to Dr. Schlesingér
coucerning the 140th meeting of the Advisory Committee for Biology
and Medicine.

We are pleased to have your comments regarding the relevance of the
- extensive experience and expertise of the Health and Safety Laboratory
in the measurement of low levels of radioactivity and environmental
modeling to current Commission responsibilities undexr the National
Environmental Policy Act. We intend for HASL to orient their future
programs along the lines suggested in your letter so as to utilize
effectively the capability for environmental studies which exists at
the Laboratory. It is also our intention to maintain support and
hopefully to extend the scope of the mine studies mentioned in your
letter and in which HASL has pioneered for many years.

Along the lines of your recommendation that a significant component of
HASL's activities be directed toward research on improving the detection

""and dccurate measurement of very low level radiation in the enviromment,
it is my understanding that the Division of Blology and Medicine plans
to request funds for the establishment of a station for measuring radio-
activity base lines staffed by HASL.

Because of their long experience and capability in the area of environ-
ment plutonium measurements, we expect that the HASL staff will be
involved extensively in both the planning and conduct of the expanded
program of work DBM is projecting in this critical area.

i
Your advice regarding the importance of long range research on the
biologieal effects of radiation to the rational development of nuclear
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energy and the opportunities for the application of this understanding

to cancer therapy is very much appreciated.

As you know, our research

interests in radiobiology also relate to other medical areas. It is
our intention to press these points vigorously both within our own
program and with other Federal agencies.
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Sincerely,

Signed

C. B. Larsoa

C. E. Larson
Commissioner
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