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UNITED STATES 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 2 0 5 4 5  

711458 

September 1, 1972 

John R. Totter, Director, DBER 

RECOXEhQATIONS FOR PUBLIC IhTORNATION ACTIVITIES TOWARD BETTER 
COXXIXICATING THE RESULTS OF DBER RESEARCH PROGRAMS TO THE PUBLIC 

In connection with your memo of May 18 to the Commission 

regarding communications with the public, I am forwarding 

recommendations for a plan of activities for the next year. 

Original Si7ned 3 y  
Nathaniel F. Barr 

Nathaniel F. Barr, Assistant Director 
for Measurement and Evaluation 

Division of ,Biomedical and 
Environmental.Research 

Enclosure : 
As stated - -  
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Recommendations f o r  A c t i v i t i e s  Toward Better Communicating 
t h e  R e s u l t s  of DBER t o  the  Publ ic  

I. Continue the  fo l lowing  ongoing ac t iv i t i e s  d i r e c t e d  l a r g e l y - a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  
s c i e n t i f i c  community. 

- - .. 

A.  Encourage e a r l y  p u b l i c a t i o n  of r e s u l t s  of DBER-sponsored r e sea rch  i n  
accepted s c i e n t i f i c  j o u r n a l s .  

B. Organize and encourage seminars  and meetings f o r  t h e  s c i e n t i f i c '  
exchange of s c i e n t i f i c  in format ion  developed by DBER c o n t r a c t o r s  
and r e l a t e d  t o  DBER miss ion .  

C. I d e n t i f y  t h e  need f o r  and encourage t h e  pub l i ca t ion  of books p resen t ing  
t h e  s t a t u s  of r e s e a r c h  supported by and r e l e v a n t  t o  DBER i n t e r e s t s .  

Pursue t h e  t ime ly  i s suance  -of t h e  fol lowing d e s c r i p t i o n  of c u r r e n t  
DBER program a c t i v i t i e s  : 

D. 

1. Research and Development i n  Progress - Biomedical and Environmental '*-  - -  
Research (TID-4060), 2nd Ed i t ion .  

2 .  Summaries of USAEC Environmental  R&D (TID-4065). 

3 .  Bio log ica l ,  Medical and Environmental Research (WASH-1211). 

11. Continue the  fo l lowing  ongoing a c t i v i t i e s  d i r e c t e d  p r i n c i p a l l y  toward 
the  genera l  pub l i c :  

A .  P re sen ta t ion  of DBER-sponsored research  r e s u l t s  of s p e c i a l  news 
i n t e r e s t  t o  newsmen i n  "Atomedic" conferences.  

- i /  

B. I n v i t a t i o n  of newsmen and l ead ing  envi ronmenta l i s t s  t o  a t t e n d  reviews 
of DBER environmental  programs a t  major research  c e n t e r s .  

C.  Prepara t ion  of f i l m s  f o r  p u b l i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  por t ray ing  a s p e c t s  of 
DBER research .  Two are now i n  prepara t ion :  

._ . 
1; "A Sea We Cannot Sense" on low l e v e l  r a d i a t i o n .  It is i n  

product ion a t  ANL and w e  should see a completed f i l m  i n  
December o r  January .  

2 .  A new ecology f i l m .  Pre l iminary  shoot ing and s c r i p t  w r i t i n g  
a r e  under way. W e  won't  see a f i n i s h e d  f i l m  u n t i l  next  s p r i n g .  

D .  P repara t ion  of a d d i t i o n a l  brochures  f o r  pub l i c  d i s t r i b u t i o n  e n t i t l e d  

Atoms and t h e  Environment," "AEC's Ecology Research Program," and 
"A Summary of Transuranium Research". 

"Nuclear Medicine i n  Diagnosis  ," "Atoms i n  Agr icu l ture  ," "Energy, .' . I *  
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E. Arrange s p e c i a l  events  t o  pub l i c i ze  s p e c i f i c  aspec ts  of biomedical 
research programs s i m i l i a r  t o  t h a t  on June 14 a t  the  University of 
Blaryland's Soloman Is land  F a c i l i t y ,  t h e  b r i e f i n g  planned -on DBER 
research on the  Great Lakes,and func t ions  assoc ia ted  with the  
establishment of research  parks a t  AEC f a c i l i t i e s .  

111. Undertake the  following new a c t i v i t i e s :  

A.  Preparat ion of popularized vers ions  of the  United Nations S c i e n t i f i c  
Committee on the  E f f e c t s  of Atomic Radiat ion reports. 

B. Direct  contact  with publ ic  information committees of t he  Radiation 
Research, Health Physics and Genet ics  S o c i e t i e s  t o  encourage 
presenta t ion  of research  results t o  t h e  publ ic .  

- 
C. Supplement 01s e x h i b i t  i n  "Energy and t h e  Environment" by displaying 

DBER a c t i v i t i e s  i n  environmental r e sea rch  a t  the  U S  Meeting i n  
- .  - December. - -. 

D. Prepare,  with 01s a s s i s t a n c e ,  a few "experi.menta1" i l l u s t r a t e d  taped 
\ l ec tu re s  on DBER a c t i v i t i e s .  

I V .  Continue t o  evaluate  the  a d v i s a b i l i t y  of i n i t i a t i n g  one o r  more add i t iona l  
'new a c t i v i t i e s  from among the  suggest ions provided by DEER cont rac tors  and 
s t a f f  (a t tached)  with s p e c i a l  r e fe rence  t o :  

A. Arranging information v i s i t s  by i n f l u e n t i a l s  t o  ORNL Biology Division. 

B. The establishment of an AEC or  DBER award f o r  s p e c i a l  cont r ibu t ions  
t o  publ ic  communications. 

//' 

C. The preparat ion of a r egu la r  cu r ren t  t o p i c s  r epor t  of AEC R&D 
a c t i v i t i e s  f o r  publ ic  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  

-- ._ 
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