
D r .  Glenn T. Seaborg 
Chairman 
U. S .  Atomic Energy Cormissfon 
Washingtoq, D. C. 29545 

Dear D r .  Seaborg: 

The AhS.sory Commii:tee f o r  Isiology and Medicine h e l d  i t s  134th 

- meeting a t  the Rat te l le-Northwes t Labora tory ,  Richland,  Washington, on 

Thursday and F r i d a y ,  May 7-8, 1970. P r e s e n t  f o r  t h e  enci.re meet ing 

were DrS-Robert 9. Moseley, Jr. , W i l l i a m  

. F. Eale,  A r i c  J. Hnagen-Smit-., and Pe r ry  R .  S t o u t ,  nienibers of t h e  
wh 

Advisory Coulmittee, U r .  F h i l i p  P. Cohen, + Chairmbn of the-kh;,.-l,y i 

. .  
-, * .  \.?as p r e s e n t  Eo:: a p o r t i o n  of  t h e  f f r s t  morning o f  the 

Cormi t tee’s  rnccting w i t h  t h e  Eattcllc-T\Torthwest Labora t3ry  s t a f f  b z t  

was rcczlled t o  the Unive r s i ty  of Visconsin by t h e  Chznczllor d u e  t o  

campus di.st&Jhancea t;Flcre. Dr. Clemlnt A .  Fi’nch, P ro fes so r  i n  t h e  
/js2rLC.-:dL 

Cepartment: of-fff;w # A L L  ’ %,,- . ai- *Jniver s i ty of Washington, S ea t t l e  , 
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sponsorship.  These areas 

i n t e r e s t  t o  t h e  ACEF!. I n  
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A E C  . .  L- under A w F - C -  

are,  of cour se ,  of c o n t i n u i n g  and i n t e n s e  

p a p t i c u l a r ,  t h e  ACBM was pleased t o  h e a r  of 

t h e  p rogres s  made i n  new techniques and s e n s i t i v e  i c s t r u m e n t a t i o n  f o r  

u se  i n  medical  r e s e a r c h  2nd h c a l t h  phys i c s  ermzl stress problems, 

c h r o n i c  ' O S ,  t o x i c i t y  and inha led  plutonium t o x i c i t y ,  and s t u d i e s  

concerning c o - c a r c i n o g e n i c i t y  of uranium mine a i r  contaminants.  

a d d i t i o n  to t h e  Laborztory persor,nel,  :!le ACFM heard P y r e s e n t a t i o n  by 

D r .  Robert  A. Conard of t h e  Brookhaven N a t i o n a l  Laboratory on medical  

9P 

In 

f i n d i n g s  i n  t h e  people  o f  t h e  Marshall I s l a n d s  a c c i d t a t a l l y  exposed t o  

. f a l l o u t .  
fJ- -. 

2 
At i t s  cxccu t ive  s e s s i o n ,  t h e  P.CI3?I -- rccomnrrid t l i a t  coii- 

2 

s i d e r a t i o n  be given t o  t h e  dq~vcl .opxent  of s o n e  mechanisai f o r  payment t o  

the U t i r i k  popu la t ion  as research s u b j e c t s  i n  a way t o  a s s u r e  t h e i r  

con t i n u  cd coo pera ion  vi t h  the inves  t iga t i o n  of t h e  Pfar s ha 1 les e peap l e  

a c c i d e n t a l l y  exposed t o  r a d i o a c t i v e  f a l l o u t  i n  1354. I t  i s  clear t h a t  

t h e  mechanism f o r  payirlent w o u l d  h a v e  t o  avo id  t h e  conno ta t ion  t h a t  t h i s  

was i n  compensation for r a d i a t i o n  exposure,  i n  vFc?i of thc low dose of 

r a d i a t i o n  r ece ived  by t h c  U t i r i k  popn la t ion .  I n  acldi.tion, t h e  ACBI.1 

recognizes  the n e c e s s i t y  f o r  cont inued I n c d i  cal care of t h c  Rorlgc1.a.p 

populat ion,  probably 

con t inu ing  b a s i s ,  bot11 t o  i n s u r e  t!iat t h e  l a t e  e f f e c t s  of t h e s e  a x i d e n t a l  

exposures a re  adequa te ly  detec-ted and managed, as well as t o  i n s u r e  t h e  

v a l i d i t y  of t h e  con t inu ing  i . nves t iga t ion  of  t h e  medical  f i n d i n g s  i n  t h i s  

g r o u p .  

--. . ... 

b y  t h e  assignment of  a paramedical person on a 
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The ACEhl a l s o  recoinxiends t!iat the Coriaiiss i o n  i n v e s t i g a t e  mechanisms 

of s t i m u l a t i n g  the c s c a t i o n  of a monograph on n a t u r a l  r a d i a t i o n  back- 

grounds,  p o s s i b l y  under  t h z  a e g i s  of the Nat iona l  Academy nf  Sc iences -  

Na t iona l  Research Counci l  and/or  National. C o m c i l  on Radia t ion  Pro-  

t e c t i o n  and 14easuremeiits. In view of t h e  concern being expressed by 

members of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  cormunity concerning t h e  rc levancy  of p r e s e n t  

- r a d i a t i o n  p r o t e c t i o n  s t a n d a r d s ,  i t  i s  f e l t  an  in -dep th  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of 

the q u a n t i t y  and q u a l i t y  of unavoidable  n a t u r a l  r a d i a t i o n  would be of 

g r e a t  a s s i s t z n c e  i n  p u t t i n g  t? iese  problenis i n  proper pe r spec t ive .  

very t r u l y  y w w ,  

Rober t  D.  I.Iz~scley, J r .  M.D.  
v IC e- Cna i sman 
Advisory C o m i t t e e  f o r  3 io logy  

- - .  

and Eled i c i u z  


