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D r .  John P. Tot t e r  
Di rec tor ,  Division of Biology and Medicine 
U. S . A t o m i c  Energy Commission 
Washingtcn, D. C. 20545 

Dear John: 

A t  t h e  135th meeting of t h e  Advisory Committee f o r  Biology and Medicine 
Commissioner Johnson asked us to comment d i r e c t l y  t o  you concerning the  
inves t iga t ion  involving t e s t i c u l a r  r a d i a t i o n  of w l u n t e e r  subjec ts .  

Although t h e  protocol f o r  these  experiments i s  i n  accord wi th  t h e  Helsinki 
Convehtion and o the r  recommendations concerning inves t iga t ions  involving 
human sub jec t s ,  two questions remain: 

1) Since q i a b l e  spernatozoa may remain i n  t h e  seminal vesicles 
f o r  weeks following vasectomy, is a sperm count showing no 
spermatozoa a f t e r  vasectomy obtained before r e l ease?  

2)  ' I s  t h e  need f o r  new knowledge i n  t h i s  a r ea  of such s ign i f i cance  
t h a t  i nves t iga t ions  involving human volunteers are c , lear ly  
indica ted ? 

Since we do no t  f e e l  that w e  have s u f f i c i e n t  information a t  t h i s  time t o  
o f f e r  pos i t i ve  recommendations f o r  any changes i n  the  program, w e  request 
t h a t  the  ACBM r ece ive  a s t a f f  b r i e f i n g  a t  t he  136th meeting concerning 
the  F ro jec t  and t hese  poin ts  i n  pa r t i cu la r .  

We see nothing a t  t h i s  po in t  t o  ind ica t e  t h a t  t h e  accepted. requirements 
r e l a t i n g  t o  i nves t iga t ions  involving human sub jec t s  a r e  no t  being adhered 
t o 1  However, w e  be l i eve  t h a t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  wi th  prisoner volunteers,  
t h e r e  must be every assurance t h a t  the s ign i f i cance  of t h e  t h e s i s  t o  be 
t e s t e d  warrants t he  use of human sub jec t s  for t h e  experiments. 

Very t r u l y  yours, 


