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D r .  Glenn T. Seaborg 
Chairman 
U. S. Atomic  Energy Commission 
Washington, D, C. 20545 

_________________--_______ --- ----- ------ ----------------- 

Dear D r .  Seaborg: 

The AEC Advisory C d t t e e  f o r  Biology and Medicine he ld  i t s  123rd meeting 
oz1 March 8-9, 1968, at the MSU/AEC Plant  Research Laboratory a t  Michigan 
S t a t e  Unlversity.  
Wyngaarden. 

The following matters w e r e  d i scussed:  

All members were present  except D r s ,  Moseley and 

MSU/AEC Plan t  Research Laboratory. The c e n t r a l  theme of t h e  r e sea rch  
program of t h e  Laboratory i s  t h e  ana lys i s  of d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n ,  development, 
and d e - d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  i n  p l an t s .  
members and e s p e c i a l l y  noted t h e  wide usage of r ad ioac t ive  i so topes  i n  
a l l  t he  r e sea rch  p r o j e c t s .  
competence, enthusiasm, and v igo r  of t h e  s t a f f  and by t h e  obvious auccess 
D r .  Anton Lang, t h e  Di rec to r ,  has had i n  r e c r u i t i n g  such a group. 

The ACE4 heard r e p o r t s  by twelve s t a f f  

The ACBM w a s  impressed by t h e  evidence of 

There appeared t o  be no unsolvable  problems of f a c i l i t i e s ,  equipment, o r  
personnel except  t h e  usual ones assoc ia ted  with budgetary l i m i t a t i o n s .  

The ACBM i nqu i r ed  c a r e f u l l y  i n t o  the  functioning r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  
Laboratory and t h e  academic departments of Michigan State Univers i ty ,  
because i t  be l i eves  e f f e c t i v e  working cooperation between t h e  Laboratory 
and var ious  departments i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t he  long-range h e a l t h  of t h e  
program. The ACBM realizes t h a t  cooperation cannot be achieved by 
l e g i s l a t i o n  o r  by a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f i a t ,  y e t  the governing heads  can 
remove many o b s t a c l e s  and thus  promote cooperation. We learned t h a t  
Dr. Lang i s  very  mindful of t h e  ob jec t ive ,  t h a t  he  has  taken many s t e p s  
t o  promote coopera t ion ,  t h a t  o t h e r  s t e p s  w i l l  be taken, b u t  t h a t  never- 
t h e l e s s  t h e r e  will probably not  be at3 full and complete i n t e g r a t i o n  of 
t h e  MSU/AEC P l a n t  Research Laboratory i n t o  the  graduate t r a i n i n g  and 
research  program n o r  i n t o  i n t e r d i s c i p l i n a r y  research  p r o j e c t s  as i n i t i a l l y  
hoped for .  The d i f f i c u l t i e s  l i e  wi th  ind iv idua l  people,  r a t h e r  than  wi th  
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adminis t ra t ive  obs t ac l e s .  The ACBM be l ieves  t h a t  t h i s  aspect of  t h e  PRL 
should be observed ve ry  c a r e f u l l y  i n  t h e  next  f e w  years ,  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  
see i f  any novel approaches o r  s o l u t i o n s  are found t h a t  may be use fu l  
e 1 s ewher e. 

i , -  . 
UULA Report, The ACBM approved t h e  r e p o r t  of i t s  subcommittee on t h e  
problem of t h e  c o n t r a c t  renewal of t h e  Laboratory of  Nuclear Medicine 
and Radiat ion Biology, Un ive r s i ty  of Ca l i fo rn ia ,  Los Angeles. 

Radium D i a l  Workers. 
a long wi th  f i v e  o r  s i x  o t h e r  s c i e n t i s t s ,  t o  s tudy  D r .  Robley Evans' 
proposal for a National  Center  f o r  Human Radiobiology. This subcommittee 
w i l l  probably m e e t  i n  la te  March. 

Another subcommittee of t h e  ACBM has been appointed, 

Lawrence Award. The ACBM noted w i t h  p leasure  t h e  announcement t h a t  
D r .  John B. S t o r e r  was  among those  t o  be honored by r e c e i p t  of t h e  

! Ernest  Orlando Lawrence Memorial Award f o r  196%. 

Meeting of ACBM and General  Advisory Committee. The ACBM responded t o  , 

t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  of t h e  GAC t o  m e e t  j o i n t l y  a t  t h e  Argonne National Labora- 
t o r y  by choosing t h e  a f t e rnoon  of Monday, J u l y  8, 1968, f o r  t h e  d a t e  of 
t h e  meeting, i f  t h a t  should prove s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

Neat Meeting. The next  meeting of t he  ACBX w i l l  be held Xay 19-11, 1968, 
i n  Washington, D. C. 

Since re ly  yours,  

E a r l  L. Green 
Chairman, AEC Advisory Committee 
for Biology and Medicine 


