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August 1, 1968 

Dear D r .  Seaborg: 

The Advisory Cornnittee f o r  Biology and Medicine held i t s  125th meeting 
on J u l y  8, 1968, a t  t h e  Argonne National Laboratory, In connection with 
which it' also m e t  jointly with t h e  A X ' S  General Advisory Cooaaittee. 
A l l  members of t h e  ACBH w e r e  present ,  along with Dr.  To t t e r  and o t h e r  
members of t h e  s t a f f  of t h e  Div is ion  of-Biology and Medicine. 
i s sues  considered by t h e  ACBM and by the  GAC-ACBM joint meeting are 
out l ined  below. 

The 

Uranium Miners. 
appropriateness of the proposed permissible dose of 0.3 working level 
of r ad ia t ion  per month. 
does not  c l e a r l y  I n d i c a t e  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  between lung cancer incidence 
and doses below 400 working level months. A prospective study, one i n  
which a sample of uranium miners and s u i t a b l e  cont ro ls  are followed f o r  
several years,  may be needed. 
a prospectlve s tudy  t o  t h e  GAC. 

The discuss ion  focused upon the  question of t h e  

The ACBM be l ieves  t h a t  t he  ava i l ab le  information 

The ACBM conveyed the  d e s i r a b i l i t y  of such 

Center for Human Radiobiology. The plan t o  r e loca te  the continuing 
study of radium d i a l  workers and r e l a t e d  e f f o r t s  from Massachusetts 
I n s t i t u t e  of Technology t o  Argonne National Laboratory was reviewed. 
The ACBM is pleased t o  l e a r n  t h a t  t h e  plan i s  gaining general acceptance 
and, espec ia l ly ,  t h a t  t h e  term ''Human Radiobiology" is recognized as too 
broad for t h e  de l imi ted  purposes of t h i s  study. 

- 

Reactor Si t ing.  
dose t o  members of t h e  population r e s id ing  i n  the  v i c i n i t y  of a reac tor .  

The GAC r a i s e d  the  question of the  maximum acceptab le  

The present standard,  used i n  design cri teria,  is 25 rem in the  event of 
a r eac to r  accident.  Although the  25 rem dose was  apparently taken ou t  of 
context from a r e p o r t  of t h e  National Coasnittee on Radiation Pro tec t ion ,  
i t  is probably a reasonable maximum dose f o r  a s i n g l e  emergency exposure. 
However, t he  ACBM took no d e f i n i t e  pos i t ion  on the  question. 
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Other Tordcs. The f o h t  meeting also heard about the latest developments 
in the AEC CIvLl Effects Program, the proposed Energy Center Concept, aad 
the possible effects of underground veapon-testing on natural reslourcc~ 
at Amchitka. 

The ACBM €a scheduled to meet next in Uaehiagton, D. C.L on Scpten;ber 13-14, 
1968. 

Sincere Iy yours, 

. . . . . . . 

Earl L. Green 
Chairmen, Advisory Committee 
for- Biology and Medicine 

. 


