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Col 1 e c t  i en TO TiiE -- 
STATES ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 

Box 2 -_-- WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 
- 

Fa1 der 
September 17,  1968 

D r .  Glenn T. Seaborg 
. Chairman 
U. S .  Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C. 20545 

- Dear D r  . Seaborg : 

The Advisory Committee f o r  Biology and Medicine he ld  i t s  126th meeting 
on.September 13-14, 1968, a t  AEC Headquarters i n  Washington, D.C. 
Most of t h e  meet ing w a s  devoted t o  b r i e f i n g s  on c u r r e n t  developments 
,and only  one matter r e q u i r e s  a s p e c i a l  comment. 

/Human :Radiobiology. The ACBM a g a i n  considered t h e  ques t ions  t h a t  a r o s e  
o u t  of D r .  Rob-ley Evans' p roposa l  f o r  a Center of Human Radiobiology. 
The ACBM a f f i r m s  i t s  ear l ier  recommendation, based on t h e  subcommittee 
r e p o r t ,  t h a t  s t u d i e s  on human radiobiology concerned wi th  radium ought 
t o  be predominantly cen te red  i n  one loca t ion ,  p r e f e r a b l y  a Nat iona l  
Laboratory,  such  as Argonne. S ince  p a t i e n t s  are wide ly  d i s t r i b u t e d  
some s a t e l l i t e  l abora to ry  ope ra t ion  w i l l  a l s o  be necessary .  

I n  t h e  broader  f i e l d  of human radiobiology concerned w i t h  i n t e r n a l  
emitters inc lud ing ,  f o r  exaniple, t h e  plutonium r e g i s t r y  and uranium 
miners ,  t h e  wide d i s p e r s i o n  of cases and s c i e n t i f i c  competence make i t  
adv i sab le  t o  con t inue  such s t u d i e s  a t  a number of l o c a t i o n s .  K e  s h a l l  
cont inue  t o  fo l low t h e  developments wi th  r e s p e c t  t o  c e n t r a l i z a t i o n  of 
radium d i a l  s t u d i e s  wi th  i n t e r e s t .  

The n e x t  meet ing of t h e  ACBM w i l l  be held November 7,  8 ' and  9,  1968, 
a t  t h e  Nevada Operat ions Of f i ce .  
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S i nce re ly  , 

i : ._ 

Chairman, Advisory Committee 
f o r  Biology and Medicine 
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