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Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg

Chairman

U. S. Atomic Energy Commission
Washington, D. C. 20545

- . Dear Dr. Seaborg:

The'Ainsory Committee for Diology and Medicine held its 130th mceting,
at AEC Headquarters, Germantown, Maryland, on September 12, 1969, and
at the "H" Street Office, Washington, D. C., Septecmber 13, 1969.
Committee members prescnt were Drs. Bale, Cohen, Haagen-Smit, Moscley
-and Stout. A Chairwman (Cohen) and a VlCC Ch31rman (Mo eley) were
. elected tQ sexve for 1969-1970. '

The ACBM concerned itself for a full day on September 12 listening to
and discussing scientific veports presented by invited investigators,
by staff of the Division of Biology and Medicinc and by representatives
of other agencies bearing on the validity of claims made in the
scientific and popular press that past fallout radiation has been
responsible for induction of cancer.and for a retardation in the trend
of improvement of the incidence of fetal and infant death rates. In
reviewing the pertinent scientific evidence, the ACBM has drafted a
statewent which fo]lows, and which we hope you w111 find helpful and
useful,

"The Advisory Committec for Biology and Medicine has reviewed
. the past and present programs of investigative work sponscred
by the AEC designed to evaluate the hazards rclated to ionizing .
radiation and releascd radioactivity. These studies provide a
useful-basis for setting acceptable exposure limits for the
peacetime uses of atomic eneroy and for an evaluation of the
_hazards associated with atomic bomb testing in the atmospheres .
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fflterla for evaluating these hazards are based largely
upon the considerable amount of reliable data from investigative
work sponsored by the Division of Biology and Medicine. 7This
work covers both the direct effects of radiation on the body of
the irradiated subject (somatic effeccts) and effects on descend-
ants of the irradiated subject (genctic effects). These data

come from a variecty of experimental animal studies, from the
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"Dr. G. T. Scaborg October 1, 1965»

“'studies of the Atomic RBomb Casualty Commission at Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, and from studics of human beings exposcd to rad;at:on
"acc1denta11y or foz nedjcal purpoqu. e = =~

RccenLly published reports in both the scxontif1c and p0pu]ar
press claim that past fallout radiations have becn. responsible ~
for inducing cancer, and for incrcasing stillbirths and infant
mortality. There.is further the implication thakt presedt stand-
ards for peacetime atomic encrgy uses are unsafe. It is-clear

to the ACBM from a review of the pertinent scientific information
that these claims are erroncous aund reflect a biased sclection
and incorrect statistical treatment of the available data.

The ACBM is convinced that the data presently available give an
adequate fouudation of knowledge for setting public safery
standards for radiation. Morcover, there is good reason. to

believe that futuxo research will reveal that the present slandards
are conscrvative." )

During the Executive Session on September 13, the ACHM was briefed on a
number of currently important matters. Dr. Totter's revicu of thd status
of the 1970 budget for DBM led to an expression of scrious conccrn by the
ACEM with particular reference to the manpower and vescarch support needs
of DBM in the face of incrcasing respounsibilities.

The next meeting of the ACBYM is scheduled for November 14 and 15, 1969,
at the Savannah River Laboratory.

Slncexely yours,

@c&/ O) (Z/ . u%/

Philip P. Cohen, M,D,
Chairman, Advisory Committce
for Biology and Medicine
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~ NOTICE TO ALL HOILDERS OF AEC 156/37
REPORT ON 130th MEETING OF ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE

Please change your copyflies) of AEC 156/37 to AEC 156/137.
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