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Dear Dr. Seaborg: 

December 14, 1966 

we ate pleased t o  report that the ~ ~ t h  meet&= of the Advieorp CoPlrPittee 
for BLology rad h d i c i n e  took place i n  Oak Bidge on meaber 10-12, 1966. 
Arrangetaecrts were made to rrpepd November 10 at the UT-4d3c AgriculturaL 
Research Laboratory and Weriber 11 at  tbe Medical Division of Oak Ridge 
Ins t i t u t e  of hclear Studies, O W .  
staffs, and dfscunaions a t  the  end of each day w i t h  aenior members of 
the groups, provFded the AC3Xvi th  ioea valuable bu igh to  i n t o  the 
present and propoaed progr-. 

Scientific preeent8tloas by the 

While the UTIAgC A m  f a c i l i t y  provides 8 rrther unique opportunity for 
long range ehrdies With large aniroalo, tbe--CaPslitte@ fee l r  th8t f u l l  
advantage ha8 a o t  beta trlchn of this.  Because of aerious deficiencies 
i n  expcrimntal  design, dosrppetry end imstrumenmtioa, the K B H  doubts 
that the goals sought vi11 be r e a l i t e d  if the progrm coatinuts in its 
preaent form. 
mare crophisticated and b e t t e r  designed research program I s  needed. 

In order t o  reelircd therrt important gml8, a technically 

The program of the Hedical Divietoa, ORRiS, is directed malnly t o  e f f ec t s  
of t o t a l  body i r rad ia t ion  in man and to medical applicatioaa of radio- 
isotopes. The unique Bspact of the program r e l a t e s  t o  an evaluation of 
l o w  level radiation e f f ec t s  in BBO, 8rl a c t i v i t y  which is of i n t e re s t  to  
National Aeronautics and Space Administration as  we l l  a6 t o  the AEC. 
The basic p rob lem involved in sustaining a c l i n i c a l  research f a c i l i t y  
i n  this rmedically isolated ewiromnent have not been overcome! and, partly 
becsuse of this, only limlted progress has been made. 

The ACBM met on November 12 with Dr. Dunham, members of his  s t a f f ,  and 
Commissioner Nabrit. 
the Medical Division of ORINS, there was geueral agreement that neither 
of these organizations has e f fec t ive ly  used the s t a f f  competence of Oak 
Ridge National Laboratory in the planning r ad  conduct of their respective 
progranm, and thus they have f a i l ed  t o  take advantage of a unique 
opportunity. The ACBH recammend6 that DBM seek meam to develop a -re 
meantagful crud effective arrangemnt for interchange of information and 
mutual s c i en t i f i c  review of the research programs and plans among the 
three organizations, UT-AEC ARL, ORINS, and O W .  Review fn depth of 
the sc ien t i f ic  m e r i t  of holding the several miecellaneous groups of 
surviving large animals wbich were subjected t o  a variety of radiations 

In d~SCU88iOn of this program at UT-ABC ARL and 
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Dr .  Tot ter  reported on the Developllleatal Biology Conference arranged by 
DBH t o  help a~sess  the r o l e  of DBM i n  furthering support of t h i s  rapidly 
emerging area of biology which must be fur ther  developed i f  w e  are to 
have a meaningful underetandlng of radiation e f fec ts .  ACBM recommended 
enthusiast ical ly  t h a t  DBH develop and seek substant ia l  expansion of 
financial ouppott for this inportant  area of biology. 

D r .  Dunham reported on matters re la ted  t o  the present and future  budgets 
and other matters of i n t e r e s t  t o  ACBX, and b r i e f ly  on some lnrpressioae 
of his recent t r i p  t o  USSR. Dr. Bruner reported on hie recent t r i p  t o  
Korea. D r .  Edington reported on the present s ta tu8 of the imreatig8tions 
under way concerned with the assesement of tox ic i ty  of i r r ad ia t ed  aucrose 
solutions.  

After departure from the meeting of Dr .  Dunham and hie staff, the ACBM 
went in to  executive session with Comarie~loner Nsbrit i n  attendance. 

The ambers  of ACBH were pleaaed t o  l earn  from C d s s l o a e r  Nabrlt of the 
CommiSS~On'U In t e re s t  i n  and hie personal plan8 f o r  more frequent Conrpunf- 
cat ion and meetings with the ACBH. Coadssloner Nabrit 'r attendance and 
par t ic ipat ion in the discussion of t h i s  meeting were conridered by the 
members of ACBM to have been amit valuable t o  them and they look forward 
to further meetings with Canmissloner Nabrit and other  members of the 
commission. 

The next meeting of the Cammittee w i l l  be held at AEC Headquarters on 
January. 13-14, 1967. 

Sincerely yours, 

. . . . . . . 
Philip P. Cohen, H.D. 
Vice-Chairman, Advisory Committee 

fo r  B i o l o g y  and Medicine 

Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg 
Chairman 
U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Waehlngton, D. C. 20545 


