
Apri l  26, 1966 

Dear Dr. Seaborg: 

.- 

The Advisory Committee for Biology and Hedicine hag delayed the  repor t  
of the  111th meeting held January 13-15, 1966, at the  Puerto Rico 
Nuclear Center, because It f e l t  the need fo r  more r e f l ec t ion  and 
discussion than was possible during the very f u l l  sessions in San Juan 
and Zbyaguec. In the inter im between the January and March 10-12 
meetings, a t  which t i m e  the entire day on March 12 was devoted t o  
executive session,  this need w a s  w e l l  s a t i s f i e d  and the ComrPittee 
now of fe r s  its observations and recommendations. 

Four par t i cu la r ly  outstanding, w e l l  desfgned and executed research 
pro jec ts  were presented to  the ACBX by e r s  of the Nuclear Center, 
as follows: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

.. . . _ .  

The Marine Biology Program under the very ab le  and energetic 
leadership of Dr. Frank G. LoPran. 

Rain Forest  Ecology Research under the outstanding d i rec t ion  
of Dr. Howard T. Mum. 

Researches dealing with radiat ion effects upon viruses and 
innnunological processes conceived and ably conducted by 
Dr. Paul Ueinbren. 

The Cancer Program i n  which i ts  founder, D r .  Victor Mercial, 
combines exce l len t  pa t ien t  care, teaching of high order i n  a 
f i e l d  where t h i s  i s  sorely needed and Important c l i n i c a l  
research. 
f i n e s t  of i ts  kind t o  be found anywhere i n  the world and i t  
lends w e l l  appreciated s t a tu re  to the Nuclear Center’s 
reputat ion i n  Latin American countries,  

The presently establiehed program is one of the 

It is unfortunate, i n  the opinion of the Cormittee, t h a t  the PRNC will 

work which they have been doing hat3 -de excel lent  use of the unique 
r a i n  fo re s t  preserve which is avai lable  to  the Nuclear Center, 
leadership and performance w i l l  not be replaced eas i ly .  

1 

lose the services of Drs. Odum and Weinbren around Ju ly  1, 1966. The . ‘. 

Their 



- 2 -  

On the basis of a lengthy conversation between the A s s o c i a t e  Dean of 
tbe Medical School, Dr. Conrado Asenjo, mC. Chiriboga, newly appointed 
medical member of the Nuclear Center s t a f f ,  and Drs. Cohen and €lodges, 
of the ACBM, the Coennittee is assured that there now exists an excellent 
climate f o r  the development of close re l a t ions  between the University 
and the Nuclear Center. 

The Advisory C a t t e e  recoseanends that the AEC, through i t s  Divieions 
of bluclear Education and Training and Biology and Medicine, continue 
to support the Puerto Bico Nuclear Center, and urges fu r the r  that the 
&EC lend its support and assistance in the s o l i c i t a t i o n  of other  sources 
of f inanc ia l  a id .  These recommendations s t e m  from the Commi t t ee ' s  
conviction that the oceanographic program is now providing information 
of v i t a l  importance i n  AEC operations and f i e l d s  of respons ib i l i ty  and 
tha t  i t  may be expected to continue i n  t h i s  d i rec t ion  i n  even grea ter  
degree; t h a t  the cancer project  represents a uniquely important 
research and c l i n i c a l  f a c i l i t y  which in addi t ion possesses very grea t  
educational and natioual good w i l l  p o t e n t i a h ;  t h a t  the r a i n  fo re s t ,  
which has been 80 e f fec t ive  i n  providing staging f o r  the ecological 
and immunological invest igat ion that hm-e earned ACBH approval and 
praise, should continue t o  serve DBM as an uniquely important f a c i l i t y  
for fur ther  per t inent  research. 

The C o m m i t t e e  was br ie fed  by Hr. Charles &son, Chainnan of the Task 
Force on Federal-State Cooperation in Workmen's Campensation for 
Radiation Injury,  oz1 the Conrmission's a c t i v i t i e s  in the workmen's 
compensation f i e l d  since the October 1955 meeting of the Committee. 
Dr .  W i l l i a m  T. Doran, Chairman of the Interagency Commit tee  on Records 
and Beports System f o r  Occupational Experience with Ionizing Radiation, 
described the Commi t t ee ' s  recommendatioas. 
be an employer-state-federal record system which would fnclude state 
audi t  and experts '  review and analyses functions. The ACBH endorsed 
the outlined plan as s u f f i c i e n t  for public discussion and advised t h a t  
the Becords System be seat t o  in te res ted  parties for review before a 
f i n a l  program is i n s t i t u t ed  by the C o ~ s s i o n .  

The system proposed would 

Sincerely yours, 

- _  
Fred J. Hodges, H.D. 
Chairman, Advieory Commi t t ee  
fo r  Biology and Medicine 


