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ADVISORY COMMIT'IXE FOR BIOLOGY AND PZDICINE: 
TO THE 

UNITED STATES ATOMIC EmRGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

June 4, 1965 

Dear Dr. Seaborg: 

On mrch 26 and 27, 1965, the Advisory committee f o r  
Biology and Medicine held i t s  108th meeting a t  t h e  Pac i f i c  
Northwest Laboratories a t  Richland, Washington. The ACBM 
had last v i s i t e d  the then Hanford labora tor ies  i n  1961, Since 
which time i ts  membership has changed almost completely. 

Management of the labora tor ies  present ly  being taken 
over bg the B a t t e l l e  Memorial I n s t i t u t e  was described and 
discussed i n  some detai l  for t h e  Committee by Dr._Sherwood 
L. F a W C e t t ,  t h e  new d i r ec to r .  DE. Harry A ,  Kornberg and 
h i s  staff presented a program of talks wel l  planned t o  
I l l u s t r a t e  the scope of t h e  labora tor ies?  research acbiVit leS 
I n  biology and instrumentation. This was para l le led  by a 
tou r  of present  f a c i l i t i e s .  

It i s  the f e e l i n g  of the ACBM t h a t  the laboratory has 
shown improvement I n  operat ion and i n  i t s  cooperation with 
regional  col leges  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  s ince 1961. 
c ipa t ion  i n  educat ional  a c t i v i t i e s  i s  encouraged. 

Building of t he  new laboratory, now i n  prospect, I S  
S t rongly  8UppOrted by ACBM as an important s t ep  toward the  
Implementation of the  vigorous and expanding research a C t l V l t l e S  
thus far developed a t  Richland. Present f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  badly 
crowded and t h e i r  location, o r ig ina l ly  desirable ,  i s  now under 
chmging condi t ions needlessly remote from the adminis t ra t ive 
center.  

ACBM bel ieves  that  there  has been developed a t  the. 
Pac i f i c  Northwest Laboratory an impressive nucleus f o r  what can 
become an important achievement i n  biochemistry. 
hope of t h e  Committee t h a t  t h e  g rea t  po ten t i a l  of an exce l len t  
research staff a l ready  es tab l i shed  i n  unique geographical 
surroundings may be ene rge t i ca l ly  encouraged t o  develop fur ther .  
Access t o  the Columbia Ftlver and the unusual ecological  
oppor tuni t ies  t o  be found i n  an a r id  region norv being transformed 
by i r r i g a t i o n  promises great opportunity f o r  exc l t ing  b io log ica l  
inves t iga t ions .  
promlses great opportunity f o r  exc i t ing  h io loglca l  lnves t iga-  
t l ons .  NeR departures  in rad ia t ion  instrumentation present ly  
accomplished, deserve t o  be explored and exploited.  

Northwest f o r  b io log ica l  research a t  the Pac i f ic  Northwest 
Laboratories sound a t t r a c t i v e .  The Committee is impressed w i t h  
t h e  complexlties of the problems t o  be solved i n  t h e  establish- 
ment of the new managerial pa t te rn  and new operat ional  po l ic ies .  
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Further parti- . 

It I S  the  
' 

New departures  i n  rad ia t ion  instrumentation 

As presented t o  the  ACBM, the plans of Ba t t e l l e  
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The Committee i s  disappointed t h a t  i t  will not  be 
possible  t o  arrange a j o i n t  meeting of t he  ACBM wi th  the General 
Advisory Committee a t  Livermore i n  July, however, we a r e  
looking forward t o  such a meeting a t  the  AEC of f i ce  In  Washington 
next October. 
forthcoming i n  the not  too d i s t a n t  fu ture  f o r  the ACBM t o  
examine c lose ly  present  b io log ica l  a c t i v i t i e s  and p lans  f o r  
the fu ture  a t  the Uvermore i n s t a l l a t i o n .  

I 

It I s  hoped t h a t  an opportunity may be 

The ACBMmet; a t  t h e  Jackson Iaboratory i n  Bar Harbor, 
M&ine, May 14 and 15, and a repor t  of t h i s  meeting wi l l  be 
forwarded t o  you, 

Sincerely yours, 

/s/ Fred J. Hodges 

Fred J. Hodges, M.D., Chairman 
Advisory Committee for 
Biology and Medicine 

.-< Dr. Glenn T. Seaborg, Chairman 
U.S.  Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C. 
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