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June 23, 1965 

Dear I)r. Seaborg: 

The Advisory Coaunittee for Biology and Medicine t o  t he  A t o m i c  Energy 
Couaalssion h e l d  its 109th meeting a t  the  Jackson Laboratory, Bar 
Harbor, Blaine, May 14-15, 1965. 
iolpressed w i t h  the research being done under AEC support. 
the major c e n t e r  for 18anm1alian genetics research  in the United Stater, 
there appears to be a -11 balanced and eust8Laed biological research 
program i n  which a l l  who participate are dedicated imrestigators i n  
the f i e l d  of genetics. 
c l e a r l y  apparent e s p r i t  de corps which f inds  expression i n  every 
a c t i v i t y  of the i n s t i t u t i o n .  
appears to be extremely favorable. An excellent color movie was 
used e f f e c t i v e l y  to give the coaxalttee a clear background under- 
standing of t he  otter-all  operation. Followlug t h i s ,  the Director, 
Dr.  E a r l  Green, a member of the ACBH, presented a genera l  d i scuss ion  
of population genetics which he had been requested t o  do by t he  o the r  
members of the Committee. This  was very m c h  appreciated and, i n  the  
fu ture ,  w i l l  go far to assist the  varioua comnittee members in t h e i r  
discussion of r e sea rch  in t h i s  important f i e l d .  

D r .  Green's paper was followed by six o the r  presenta t ions ,  each of 
which provided i n s i g h t  concerning a c t i v i t i e s  whlch are AEC-supported. 
In' every in s t ance  these  were of excellent q u a l i t y  and s t imula ted  
discusslons on t he  p a r t  of the comnfttee members. 
exce l len t ,  the  d e s c r i p t i o n  of research  now being conducted by 
G .  Schlager and H. M, Dick€e seeklng to determice n a t u r a l  mutation 
r a t e s ,  as opposed to mutations w i l f u l l y  produced, aroused the  mos t  
interest  and e n t h u s i a s t i c  comments. By J u l y  1, 1965, well over two 
million lndivddual animals from the labora tory ' s  remarkably w e l l -  
cont ro l led  breeding f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  have been s tud ied  for the  
de tec t ion  and a n a l y s i s  of a r e s t r i c t e d  group of v i s i b l e  developnental 
i r r e g u l a r i t i e s  and t r u e  mutations. 

The Ccmnnittee was very favorably 
At this, 

The e n t i r e  i n s t i t u t i o n  is pervaded with a 

The climate for se r ious  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
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Although a l l  were 
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The ACBPI wlshes t o  compliment the Jackson Laboratory and i t s  Direc tor  
for the excellende of the  over-all research a c t i v i t y  and a l s o  f o r  the 
exce l l en t  teaching program which has been developed Over the  years f o r  
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establ ished researchers in te res ted  in genetic8 problems, f o r  college 
graduates seeking spec i f i c  experience in the genet ic  reuearch f i e l d ,  
and more p a r t i c u l a r l y  for the splendid work being done w i t h  ca re fu l ly  
se lec ted  science student8 from high achools. Ia the apfnioa of ACBM-. 
these educational a c t i v i t i e s  are of an extremely high order of excel- 
lence and represent an a c t i v i t y  FP which AEC might very w e l l  par t ic lpte  
t o  i ts  long range advantage. 

The Executive Se~s10n held on Saturday morning, Way 15, concerned 
I t s e l f  with progress reports on meny subjects by Dr. Dunham and his 
staff. 
briefed the ACBM on the new 5-year proposal for a biological  research 
program in the Biology Division at the Oak Bidgc Natioual Laboratory. 
It was the consensus of the Cooaittee, on the baals of the maaterial 
presented, that a highly productive center  such as this should grow, 
but  there was some question as t o  the exact r a t e  of growth which win114 
be desirable .  

Dr. John Totter, Associate D i r e t o r  f o r  Research i n  DBM, 

The forthcoming opportunity f o r  the Cooomtttee to meet b r i e f l y  w i t h  the 
General Advisory Comauittee on the afternoon of October 26, was discueaed, 
and it was decided that one member of the ACBM should be designated by 
the Chairman of the C a m i t t e e  to present prepared materiel bearing on 
subjects  a l ready  suggested by D r .  John Bugher. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr. Glen T. Seaborg, Chairman 
U. S. A t o m i c  Energy Commission 
Washington, D. C .  
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Fred J. Hodges, KD., ChairPlen 
Ad7Pisory Cormnittee for Biology 
and Medicine 


