
Folder - g = = . J  
Dear Dr. Seaborg: 

A t  i ts  87th meeting he ld  i n  Washington on June 9 and 10, the  Adviaory 
Coatnittee f o r  Biology and Medicine was br i e fed  by D r .  Douglas Grahn, 
of the  Division of Biology and Medicine, Aec, and Dr. G. Dale Smith, 
of the National Aeronautics and Space A d m i n i s t r a t i ~ n ~ r  Office of Life  
Sciences, on the cooperative program now being conducted t o  iuveet igate  
rad ia t ion  e f f ec to  on living cells and organtsms subjected t o  f l i g h t s  i n  
space. It seems to us most encouraging that jo in t  a t tent ion i s  now 
being given t o  t he  quantitative evaluetion of the various rad ia t ion  
hazards to  be faced i n  the Van Allen b e l t s ,  outer space, and regions 
of lower a l t i t u d e .  
problems before lunar and planetary landings can be considered feasible .  
We were pleased to note the very close cooperation between AEC and NASA 
a t  the s t a f f  l eve l  i n  Washington and i n  the  f i e l d .  

F u l l  and adequate a t t e n t i o n  must be given t o  these 

The Committee again considered the relative bene f i t s  of cont rac ts  and 
of grants  f o r  bas ic  research. 
exploration of the administration of research cont rac ts ,  we a re  con- 
vinced t h a t  the cu r ren t  administrative p rac t i ces  are sa t i s f ac to ry  and 
t h a t  the proposed separation of grants  and cont rac ts  s e e m s  t o  be 
unnecessary. However, the  Committee s t rongly  recomments t h a t  cont rac ts  
be negotiated f o r  longer periods of th ree  or more years, and tha t  
ample not ice  be given e i t h e r  when cont rac ts  are t o  be terminated or 
negotiated for renewal. 

Having heard the  r e s u l t s  of fur ther  

We were pleaeed t o  note the  strengthening of the  Nuclear Safety Research 
Program, as reported t o  us  by Dr. J. Lieberman. 
-be helpful  t o  the Division of Biology and Medicine i n  planning its 
future  research program. 

This development will 
.- 

We have fur ther  considered the recommendations of the Radiobotany 
Committee f o r  an enlarged program i n  the p l an t  sciences, and we urge 
that t h i s  work be supplemented and strengthened. To t h a t  end, we 
recommend t h a t  the Division of Biology and Medicine appoint an ad hoc 
committee t o  advise i t  regarding the f e a s i b i l i t y  of es tab l i sh ing  spec ia l  
projects  i n  rad ia t ion  botany i n  one or more u n i v e r s i t i e s  or other  
o f f - s i t e  s c i e n t i f i c  i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
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As indicated i n  our letter of June 6 t o  you, we were very favorably 
impressed, on the  occasion of our recent v i e i t  t o  the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, with the qual i ty  of the research program of the  permanent 
s t a f f  of the Biology Division, and its exce l len t  record i n  postdoctoral  
t ra ining and research. It seems c l e a r  t h a t  the presence of post+.toral 
workers in the  laboratory contr ibutes  markedly t o  the  stimulation, 
optimum research product ivi ty ,  and morale of senior  s t a f f  members. Such 
opportunities f o r  the t r a in ing  of research workers should be u t i l i z e d  
optimally. 
the Biology Division, ORNL, and we recommend t h a t  the AEC take s teps ,  
including the provision of the  necessary addi t ional  funds, t o  make this 
possible. 

Hence we favor a reasonable enlargement of t h i s  program of 

We were most in t e re s t ed  i n  learning of the cur ren t  reorganization i n  - 
the Office of C i v i l  and Defense Mobilization. It seeme t o  us thit, i n  
spite of much pas t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  civi l  defense on the p a r t  of the ACBH, 
there is st i l l  in su f f i c i en t  study of tho long-range e f f e c t s  of nuclear 
ware (of d i f f e ren t  magnitudes) throughout the  period subsequent t o  
emergence from civi l  defense she l t e r s .  We are planning t o  devote a 
major p a r t  of one of our meetings thio coming f a l l  t o  a fuller coa- 
siderat ion of c iv i l  defense problems. 

I 

We devoted some t i m e  to a further consideration of Pro jec t  Chariot, 8s 
reported t o  us by Dr. J. N. Wolfe, IIBM, and Hr. J. S. Kelly, DNA. We 
are plea8ed that stepe are being to reeolve the problems raieed 
i n  regard t o  hydrography. 
recently made on the  Chariot program, For our par t ,  we bel ieve that 
the environmental s tud ies  have been conducted with s c i e n t i f i c  s k i l l ,  
care,  and. thoroughness, and we expressly want them car r ied  t o  
cmple  t ion.  

We are very cognizant of the public a t t acks  

The ACBM s incere ly  regre t ted  that Commissioner Haworth was not  ab le  t o  
carry out his in ten t ion  t o  be present a t  our meeting. We appreciate 
the courtesy of h i s  note, and a l s o  of yours, and we look forward t o  
seeing any of the members of the Corrmission at OUY met inge  whenever 
you are  able  t o  be present.  

. . . . . . . . Sincerely yours, 

H. Bentley Glass, Acting Chairman 
John C. Bugher, Chairman 
Fred J. Kodges 

Robert F. Loeb 
Leonides D. Marinell i  
James H. Sterner 
Carl  V. Moore 

James G. Hor8fall 
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