
The Advisory Cotanittee for Biology und Nadiclxie held it6 84th meeting 
at  tbe Puerta BLco lluclairr Canter ou January 13, 14 and 19, 1961. We 
regret that &tu letter to you has been delsy,crd. Heetings wre h e l d  

tb. frcllftier of @ AEC Projcat ia there two pl-8 and to d u e  
the traiaf- and rsseue;h program@ and to m e t  the p8rronnel at  both 
branches, 

both at ai0 Phbror, md W y w r  oi&r to a6e a8 fully .I pG88lbh 
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We -re ph88+d to find &a& under the prersat dimctor, Itt. John 
BuQbcr, very cmsldarable rtrldar hare been taken. A new facility, 
1bcludiu.g reactor uhtch vent critical fn bIorePB+r 1960, had been 
completed a t  the ?iayagws Qtlptu of the College oE &rLtwltxrta m d  
bBurtri81 Arts ;  end at the IlddFtal C8ater 011 th. N o  P i . d r u  C ~ U I  
of the Untverriq mav research b u i l d i q  is aoviag toward cuaplatloa. 
'Lha praeantatlon of arpoctr of the progrMw at  both placer 1ndfcat.d 

etierrlatlng abaoaphera r a d  Srcellmt cooparatien wftb the Wivereity 
of Puerto Rfco. At tba ume thm, certatn problear becama very 
apparent. %'One may doubt that evan the full actfvattoa of the Puerto 
Bico Huclaar C e a t e r  rill lead to a raptd r a d  rrrger utflfzatfoa by 
the L a t h  American catratrcies of the opporfttnltiar for basic trainipg 
i n  the use si radiohotopes m d  reactor fac f l i t l er  Ln vaedical and 
biological rerearch. 
to send a man abroad for training, the excellent opportuaitiee in the 
Waited Stater und o l e d e r e  have great appeal. 
there seem to be a 6tcudy, if at present small, lJarnand for faci l f t ies  
for 4 more prolonged tra inf~g  and for cooperative sctirFty in research. 
This d-nd is t o  a con~ider~ble da~ree thwarted by tha unavailability 
of dollars for a stay of soma duration i n  Puerto Rfco, ~ioreoyer, it 
Oeears natural that the bmic  tochnicci]. training and Instruction vfll 
be more and wore tabu over by regular university departamits, as these 
acquire greater competence in auch areas. 
Wco Nuclear Center rill nece#satfly rki f t  from provieion of basic 
tralalng t o  tratniag in more advanced reeearch. 
plan now for this tranrritiaa to be effectuated gradually aad i n  f u l l  
cooperatfan with the University of Puerto Rico. 

This fa i n  part  bcauoe i f  the fun& ere available 

On ths other h a d ,  

If 80, the role of the Fucrto 

It scmm advleable t o  
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The medlccrl program in radiation therapy m d  the use of Lrotopas in 
clLnic81 # U L r U  ahauld be greatly aided by the eh&nco of  .tteilrble 
alfnlcal matorial and a caaear picture that Is ch.racteristlc of the 
local population and quite afferent: from that in the Unitad States. 
lhdiologlaal physic8 offers great promirra. 
Agricultural Bio-Sciemeas frogpm, centered 8t ?layague,r, yd 8ee same 
difficultlee,  Ln part relating to the difficulty i n  rttructing md 
holdlug renior scientist8 of high reputation, m d  fn part to the lack 
of enterprise i n  ttndett.kiag an ecological lntwdfr of the ragion, Including 
ite &e r8aourcea and relatians. 

Ln the a a l t h  Phymicm .ad  

T b  Unlvrrefty of Puerto Rico doe6 not ~ e e m  able at  prarctlt to staff 
the program ab- the txirting level and to remedy these &f%cienci*8, 
much leer  to 8tlmul8te work i n  ytriculture, nutrition, ecology, and 
mirine biology, which 8eem particularly n t i t s d  to the region and L t r  
needs. The Director ruggeats that tha problem can be rolved by.. policy 
of bringing Fa able sciaatiete for 2-year term to orgmira the nrearch 
progrcrrae, initiate training, r a d  dsvelop'tb. rtrength of the Uniwtr l ty  
to 8 polnt where lt c.a .upply a l l  further meade of the PBWB. 

8hipr for Lath Araericaa e t u h t 8  aad eetd1frh.d r8rearch worker8 for 
longer pariob of 8tay are 8160 provided. I n a d  80 the Dlvi8 ioc l  of 
Intrmatimd Affairs, under which the budget of the PRMC -8 placed, 
vas o r ~ i a ~ l l y  directed to promots trainfag la nu~lsar t ~ t h ~ d . ,  the 
d i f i c a t i p  of the program to dTaCa a more extensive raseatch function 
PO8448 prd lana  which the C d m i o n  mu8t f8ce. 
of the hmda a problem, but the general supervision of the research 
program a180 becomes an issue. 

To do this 
would M&rS 8 i u a b h  hlC-88 hi the budget, +rp+cUlly i f  fa1109P 

Rot only i r  the al locatioa 

. 
Considering these needs and problems, the C d t t e e  has concluded that 
the CosPsoisaloa should consider the wisdom of cnlargitq the research 
program of the Pucrta Rlco Nuclear Canter. in place of further emphasis 
upon baric training in nuclear and isotope methodology, which seems to 

America. We recognize that provision of funds for the research program 
wi l l  indeed require adjustmants of the budget. Am for the longer-tarat 
fellowships vhlch seem aeceseary to attract  Latin American students 
and more advanced re8e8Xh workers, we &ope that the C d e s f o n  w i l l  
explore with other federal and lnternatiouel agencies the ways and means 
of prodding such fellowehips for vieitore to the PBNC for periods of 
8 year or longer. 
research program in biology and medicine, the Committee suggest8 that 
the Division of Biology and Medicine be 86ked t o  aerve i n  an official 
advioory capacity to the Division of International Affairs for th i s  
devehping research program. 

- be lese needed i n  the relations of Pusrto Rfco to the fee t  of Latin 
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A l l  meolbrrr of the Ccmnit tce  ware deeply icqreered by the ecoadc  and 
socf8l sttide8 be- u& by tha people of Puerto BLco, and evident on 
every si&. Wa firmly h l i e v r  thut a great opportunity rrxllrta for us 
to ut l l i se  our n l a t i a r t i  with Pucrto Wco to  cemmt our f r h d s h i p  w i t h  
other Lath Amrlcaa peopler. 
rel8tionrhfp aru critical, and ua believe that the Puerto Rico Huclear 
Center can only achieve a full  urd rich place in these Faternational 
telationrhips if it achieves a place of recognimd scientific eminence 
and mrth. 
to be attrrcmd to m Institution that i 8  elemeutartp and lacks dir- 
tinction. 
elementary training th8t i 8  highly appreciated. 

But prychologlc*l rspocts of t h h  

'1pH Latln Aawiricma are both too proud urd too dfncernlps 

Oa the other hand, an lrutitutiorr of d i s t i a c t i o a  cay provide 

Stmerely yours, 

€I. B.nt1.y Glass, Acting C b i m a u  
Advfiory C d t t e e  for Biology 

md LhdfciTm 

Dr. Clean T. S d o r g ,  Quirman 
U. .S. Atomic Znurgg CaarmLreioa 
Uamhfngtan 2S, b. C. 


