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March 2 1 ,  195e 

!dr. L .  1 .  Strauss, Chairman 
United S t a t e s  Atomic Energy Commission 
Washinpton 25, 0. C. 

Dear Vr. Strauss: 

The 67th Meet ing o f  the Advisory Commit.tee for Biology 
and Medicine h e l d  a t  10s Ajamos March I4 and 15 was attended 
by all members. The bio-medical program as conducted there 
i s  rncst stirnufatino a n d  is carried on with due attention to 
those problems most  pertinent to kos Alemos operations. The 
Commission can tahe pride in t h e  quality and imaQination with 
which t h e  program i s  going forward and with facets dealing 
with peace-time uses o f  nilclear energy commensurate wi th  the 
over-at I prog ram o f  t h e  Laboratory. 

In committee meetina there were t h r e e  items bearing 
upon pasf  s u b j e c t s  of our communications to you. Cr. G. V i c t o r -  
Beard related to us the information derived from his visit 
to  gindscafe, end w e  shalf  look forward with interest to the 
complete report by the AEC representatives who participated. 
A I t h o u c I t :  AEC h a s  t h u s  f e r  been free f r o m  such incidents, the 
development of industrial and power reactors car) only add to 
the p r o b a b i  i i t y  ( h o w e v e r  smal  I >  o f  such an occcrrencc. O f  
p a r t i c u l i i r  interest to us were t h e  Following: --__ 

- *  .. I .  4!thoiJFh a “dir4ste.r plan” h s d  been formulated 
i?, Windscale, t h e  incident when i t  o c c u r - r e d  d i d  not 
f i t  t h e  operational plan a s  devised. l m p r c v i s a t i o n  
was t h n e  b y  coordination o f  various aqencies, with 
many governmental Functions involved. 

2. T h e r e  w a s  not 6 radiation safety offider at hand 
when t h e  accident was f i na I 1 y recoqn i zed.  Locs i nion i - 
toring instrumentation was inadequate and was provided 
f r c m  thc o u t s i d e .  
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3. F u b l i c  h e a l t h  w a s  t h e  paramount  concern.  P u b l i c  
i n f o r m a t i o n  was implemented t o  t h e  g r e a t e s t  e x t e n t  
by  a l l  media. 

The W i ndsca l e  d a t a  when ava  i I ah I e shou I d be tho rough  I y s t u d i e d  
b y  e l  I s i t e s  and c o n t r a c t o r s  o p e r a t i n g  r e a c t o r s .  I t may w e l l  
c o n t a i n  lessons  wh ich  may m i n i m i z e  t h e  chance o f  a c c i d e n t  and 
a t  t h e  same t i m e  be  u s e f u l  i n  c o p i n g  w i t h  an a c c i d e n t  s h o u l d  i t  
o c c u r .  

A r e v i e w  o f  t h e  p roposed  h i o - m e d i c a l  weapons t e s t  for 
I 9 6 @  aga i n emphas i r e d  t h e  need f o r  re -compu ta t  i o n  o f  t h e  weapons 
u s e d  i n  Japan. O r .  A l v i n  Graves, who p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  d i s -  
cuss ions ,  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h i s  h a d  n o t  been done w i t h  t h e  p r e -  
c i s i o n  now a v a i l a b l e .  The r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  more a c c u r a t e  
e s t i m a t e s  o f  r a d i a t i - o n  exposures  o f  p e r s o n s  b e i n g  s t u d i e d  b y  
t h e  Atomic Bomb C a s u a l t y  Commis-ion make i t  e v i d e n t  t h a t  any 
b i o m e d i c a l  weapons t e s t  wou ld  be most p r o f i t a b l e  i f  a d u p l i c a t e  
o f  t h e  H i rosh ima bomb c o u l d  be  used. And f i n a l l y ,  i n  any such 
t e s t ,  i t  was a g a i n  u r g e d  t h a t  p l a n n i n g  h o l d  t h e  number o f  
weapons t o  an essential minimum throu-gh c a r e f u l  s e l e c t i o n  o f  
d e s i r e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  and c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  p l a n n i n o .  

The t h i r d  i t e m  o f  t h e  agenda wh ich  we had c o n s i d e r e d  
b e f o r e  was t h e  p rob lem o f  t r a n s p o r t a t  i o n  and now m i  I i t e r y  
p reparedness  use o f  n u c l e a r  weapons, b o t h  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y  and 
abroad.  You w i l l  r e c a l l  t h a t  t h i s  fo rmed  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a 
recornmendat,i,on t o  t h e  Commission f o l  l o w i n 9  o u r  66th meet ing.  
The j o i n t  pub1 i c  re l ease  b y  nepar tmen t  'of  Defense and A E C  on 
Februa ry  14 was b o t h  w e l l  s t a t e d  and t i m e l y ,  i n  v iew o f  t h e  
s c c i d e n t  i n  F lo rence ,  S.C. wh ich  f o l  towed s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r .  
Yet insofar a s  c o u l d  be  a s c e r t a i n e d ,  t h e  release w a s  n o t  w i d e l y  
u t i  I i r e d  by  t h e  p r e s s  and o n l y  became o f  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h e  t i m e  
o f  <-!ha l a t e s f  a c c i d e n t .  

--_ 
A b r i e f  in51 t o  ACBM o n  t h e  h a z a r d s  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t  i t )  n 

and  use o f  c u r r e n t  weapons b r o u g h t  f o r c e f u l l y  t o  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  
the  u r g e n t  need i o  a l e r t  t h e  p u b l i c  to such hazards  p r i o r  to 
e n d  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  any a c c i d e n t  i n v o l v i n g  n u c l e a r  weapons. 
C o n s  iderst i o n  s h o u  I d  he 9 i ven t o  h a v  i ng i n fo rma t  i o n  j o  i n t  I y 
cleared b y  Zepartment o f  Defense and  AEC which  c o u l d  be i n  
r e a d i n e s s  and u t i l i z e d  immed ia te l y  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a c c i d e n t .  
T h i s  does n o t  p r e c l u d e  8 c o n t i n u i n g  e f f o r t  t o  pu rsue  p u b l i c  
e d u c a t i o n ,  B S  sugqested  in o u r  p s e v i o u s  recommendation. It i s  
o u r  b e l  i e f  t h a t  the lcrws o f  p r o h a b i  I i t y  work a g a i n s t  us i n  
a v o i d i n g  a n  a c c i d e n t  m o r e  m a j o r  t h a n  t h o s e  which have al rcc idy 
a r i s e n .  The public, t h r o u g h  i n f o r w e d  o p i n i o n ,  m v s t  share i n  
this r e s p c n s i h i  1 i t y .  

Y 
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in the emergency radiation monitoring attending 
any accident involving the transportation of nucleer weapons, 
the present policy arrangements between the Oepartment o f  
Oefense and the AEC seen somewhat restrictive. We would like 
to urge that this policy agreement be cnlerQcd to permit f u l l  
mutual utilization of the emergency capabilities that exist 
in eech agency a s  well (11s full mutual utilization o f  any 
incident to give experience and knowledge of the problem. 

Another matter which w e  feel worthy of bringing to 
your attention is t h e  p o s s i b l e  desirability o f  planning f o r  
an A E C  Radiation Safety Qrganization permanently based at the 
Nevada Proving Grounds. The col laboretion o f  USPH has t h u s  
f a r  been m o s t  helpful, yet with more constant use of MPG 
associated with projects other than weapons testing, such an 
organization may be necessary. 

And lastly, we were gratified to hear from Or. Warren 
o f  the complete harmony achieved by the UY Radiation Committee 
in the preparation o f  its scientific r e p o r t .  In t.his ue 
appreciate the efforts made by the'U.S. members in supplyin9 
information and patiently deliberating. We agree with Or. 
Warren's view that t h i s  IJY Committee should be a continuing 
one. 

Respectfully yours, 

r C""-*/+P 
Simeon 7'. Cantri 1 ,  Chairman 

6ioloqy and Medicine 
Advisory Committee for 5- 
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