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May 12, I958 

Mr. L. L. Strauss, Chairman 
U .  S. Atomic Energy Commission 
Washington 25, 0. C. 

Dear M r .  Strauss: 

The 6 8 t h  Meet ing o f  t h e  Advisory Committee fo r  
B io logy and Medicine h e l d  i n  Germantown May 8-10 was 
at tended by a l  I members. 

It i s  g r a t i f y i n g  t o  t h e  Committee as I am sure it 
must be t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  B io logy  and Medicine t o  see 
t h e  accomplishment o f  c e r t a i n  o f  the  recommendations made 
a t  our March meeting. 
pub1 i c  educat ion and awareness o f  t h e  hazards o f  weapons 
t ranspor ta t i on .  The f r o n t  page of  t h e  New York Times 
f o r  May I I  r e p o r t e d  a lengthy account o f  t h e  experimental 
program'of  t h e  AEC beg inn ing  i n  1955 and i t s  con t inu ing  
e f f o r t s  t o  improve a1 I phases o f  weapons hand1 i n g  as they  
p e r t a i n  t o  p u b l i c  sa fe ty .  I a lso  noted a condensed b u t  
adequate account i n  t h e  S e a t t l e  paper o f  t h e  same date. 
This  i s  the t ype  o f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  which it i s  t o  be  hoped 
w i l l  reach a l a rge  segment o f  t h e  people. 

I r e f e r  to ( I )  our concern regard ing  

( 2 )  There i s  now es tab l  ished j o i n t  Department o?-- 
.. Defense and AEC p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  any experience r e s u l t i n g  

f r o m  an acc ident  i n  t h e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  o r  handl ing o f  
nuclear m a t e r i a l s  or weapons. ( 3 )  An ad hoc adv isory 
committee has met and formulated t h e  problems r e l a t i n g  t o  
t he  re-s tudy o f  t h e  weapons used i n  Japan as t h e  f i r i n g  o f  
such a weapon may o r  may no t  be recommended as p a r t  o f  the 
proposed Biomedical E f f e c t s  Test. 

I n  add i t i on ,  t h e  Committee was pleased t o  learn  t h a t  
O r .  Joseph Ross, Associate Dean o f  t h e  UCLA School o f  Medicine, 
has been appointed f u l l - t i m e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  UCLA-AEC P ro jec t .  
D r .  Ross i s  a thorough ly  competent s c i e n t i s t  and should 



' .  

Mr. L. L .  Strauss - 2- May 12, I958 

p rov ide  t h e  leadership which would c l e a r l y  warrant  con- 
t i n u e d  suppor t  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  by AEC. 

Our meet ing reviewed t h e  more recen t  da ta  o f  P ro jec t  
Sunshine and we p l a n  a t  our nex t  meeting to again discuss 
t h e  broad program o f  fa1 I - o u t  mon i to r ing  w i t h  respec t  t o  
methods secur ing  t h e  most meaningful data. We a l so  had 
an o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  learn from members o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n  the  
p a s t  and p resen t  est ir t iat ions o f  r e l a t i v e  hazards from 
Carbon 14 re leased t o  t h e  atmosphere. Th is  a l so  w i I 1  
r e c e i v e  l a t e r  cons idera t ion  on our  agendas. 

The g r e a t e r  p o r t i o n  o f  our  t ime was concerned w i t h  
t h e  present  and fu tu re  program o f  t h e  DBN and t h e  ways 
and means whereby eva lua t ion  o f  bo th  o n - s i t e  and o f f - s i t e  
research may b e s t  be accomplished t o  meet t h e  Commission's 
respons i b i I it i es. Recommendat io ns by the  Committee t o  a i d 
i n  e v a l u a t i o n  w i l l  appear i n  our Minutes and we s h a l l  cont inue 
t o  exp lo re  t h i s  important problem as a p r imary  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
t o  t h e  DBM and the  Commission. We are o f  t h e  o p i n i o n  t h a t  
t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  DBCI and h i s  s t a f f  a re  f u l l y  aware of 
t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  ob ta in ing  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  s c i e n t i f i c  
manpower f o r  adequate research and have been mindfu l  a lso  
of  a number of  o ther  in f luences  which beer upon the  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  funds fo r  research throughout t h e  country.  

We, as w e l l  as h i s  many o the r  co l leagues i n  the 
CommisSion's a c t i v i t i e s ,  r e g r e t  t h e  coming e x p i r a t i o n  o f  
t h e  term o f  O r .  Sh ie lds Warren as a member o f  t h e  Committee. 
Recommendat ions f o r  h i s  successor w i I I reach you through 
D r .  Dunham. 

Yours s incere ly ,  

Simeon T. C a n t r i l ,  Chairman 
Advisory Committee f o r  
8 io logy  and Medicine 
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