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WNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIB AT URBANA-CHAMPAION

DEPARTMENT OF PHYSIOLCOOY AND BIOPHYSICS

534 Burnil Hall - Urbana, {llinos 61801 = Area Code: 217 - Phynology Telephone: 333-1715 - Biophysics Telephone: 133-1610
May 7, 1971

Dr. Wright K. Langham, Group Leader
Biomedical Resesarch

University of California

Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory

P. 0. Box 1663

Los Alamos, New Mexico 87544

Dear Dr. Langham:

Thauks for your letter of April 28 regarding the early axperiments
with plutonium. I have destroyed most of my papars from Met Lab days and
must rely on memory. It {s my recollection that Joe Hamilton had plutonium
e few months before we did for experiments. Howaever wa started experiments
with it in mice in the early spring of 1944. We already bad a good baselins
of hematology and histology with various fission products aud we started
similar studies with plutonium as soon &s it was available. You will find
an account of our work in the chapter of NNES vol. 22-B. The chaptar is
clinical physiology of dogs injected with plutonium and is by Painter,
Russell, Prosser, Swift and Kisieleski. I balieve that we were the first
to use plutonium in dogs. Probably the most importaat study was ¢o pravide
a basis for extrapolation from mice to larger animals. We finally ran a
aumber of goats and I well remember performing autopsies on some of these
that d{ed or were sacrificed. In 1945 we started the saries of beagles for
low leval treatment. Soma of those dogs lived at Argonne until the mid-
fifties. You probably have access to a file of our reports published long
before plutonium work was declassified and you can guess st dates of the
work described {n these reports.

George Svihla at ANL {s collecting some similar historical informa-
tion and may have bettaer dates than I. It would be a plessure for me to
read your account.

Cordially,

Pree
C. Ladd Prosser

Profassor of Physiology
CLP: jdv
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