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T b c  Atomic f i c r g  Corn- 
&ion In t h e  1963s beamed 
X-rays Into the  testicles of 
U1 rtate prisoners In Ore- 
gon and \\'ashinston to 
learn whether heavy r a 5 ; b .  
tion made them sterile. the 
Energy Research and Devc;. 
tqpment Adminlstration coil- 
fkmcc! yes~e~day.  

The prisoners, ERDA r ~ i 2 .  
s a v e  writ ten consent t o  the 
experiments 8nd undemtr . :  
vasectomies (pcrmancnl 
m e r i l i u t i o t ?  cilter t b e  ra. 

W'riUW.ou ?oi l  1 ~ 1 1  =rim 
diation baE daxrgcd their 
=productive ~ s ! e m  to  t h e  * 
pobt Lhe men could have fa. 
thered deform& chUdrrn . 

ER3.4 -which last year 
took over tbc resrarch func- 
~ i 0 r . s  or t h e  now defunct 
AEG-saii there is no cvi- 
dcnce t h a t  t h e  radiation pro. 
voked cancei  i n  any of the  
priroae:,. a rbk known and 
weighed r t  !!!e time. But the 
federal  govcrr.ment Is no1 
c c r a r .  bc:s.;:e .:a compre- 
brr.5 \ e  follow.cp check of 
t h c  p n s x e r r  has becn 
m d t  . 

An ERDA apokerman said 
yesterday & a t  t h e  agency 
rants i o  zo a foUow-up 
nudy but that  c u t e  authori- 
ties and aome of t h e  prison. 
ers arc reluctant to cooper- 
a te  beuusc of possible ern. 
barrrrsment  

The radiation made some 
of t h e  prisoners rterile lor 
as long as five ycars. but 
EnD.4 aald medical exnmi- 
nations and studies of ussue 
axzplrs showed they all 
could ha1.e recovered their 
IerUiLX. 

~n ERDA i p o i u r n a n  

rtr+ssed t h a t  Ifit Iedcr21 
government is now far r.orc 
sensitive to  objcczicrns to  
guch human tsfcrirnca?G- 
tlon and would ncl t3nL:f:" 
the same kiad of Us:%. 
Dr. Jamcs L L l v c r m n .  

irsistrnt administrr?or i o  r 
environment and ufet:.' i t  
ERD.1, raid that  #It 1s diffi. 
cult to h a z i n c  cirrum- 
rlanccs undcr which ERDA'S 
need for information wotlld 
be so comptllin: as to mar- 
r an t  experiments tnvolvln: 
the LnrdiaUon of h u m a n s  
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STERILE, From A1 
for  the role or p r i m a v  pur. 
porr of studying effects." 

The rubJcctr chosen for 
thr radiation txptr1mer.t 
conducted k t w c c n  1963 and 
1Qil were all aervin: L f c  
&nlcnres and were between 
25 and 52 years old Catho 
lki mere excluded from thc 
e x p r r h t n f  ERDA said- 
presumably because of Ihf 
church's objections 10 me 
chrnlcal birth control. 

T h e  X m y  dosages ranged 

hlghtr end of that range k- 
lng an extremely brary 
doit .  

A rad k a measure of ra. 
dfation absorbed by the 
bod). The AEC contldcrcd 5 
?ads a permfssible exposure 

from 8 U, 600 rads- lh t  

I n c :  f o r  works- in the nu. 
' d e a r  Icdcstrx. This WJS for 
t b e  ahole  bods, not a ape- 
cUic small area. 
ERDA spokesmen--rho 

r l r t s s t d  the  experiments 
prccrdtd the  rrtablishmcnt 
of thrir new' agency-said 67 
prisonerr In the Oregon 
State Pen1ten:ia.y in Salem 
ant 64 prisonirr In the 
IVarSintIor. State Prison ln 
H'Jlh ~ ~ d l ~  agreed 10 a e  
X.rry experiments. 

Tbc acency sriC it did not 
know how many of the pris- 
loners who w t r r  radiated 
have n t u r n e d  to civilian 
W e .  but t h e  l\'lllrmctte 
Week newpaper In Orrpon 
u l d  It had learned that  51 
01 the 61 prisoners In that 
gtr1e art now out of prison. 

Lince a11 lbe prisonerr 

. J  
rublccttd b heavy X-ray Tbe AEC paid Sl.asl,ooO 
dosrr bad vascctomhs Ut&- 
ward Lhert 1s no way to 
knoa h o u  the radialion 
vould have rffecled off- 
spring. 

However, the ALC rontln- 
ued to  study the  reprodue 
t iw organs during the erpe. 
rimcnt-Including t r  king tis- 
sue samples - and krmrd 
that 111 the men recovered 
their reproductlvr capacity. 

The wivrr of the prisoners 
as well as the  men them. 
selves agreed Lo the exprrl- 
menti In the belief lt would 
contribute to science. ERDA 
mid. Xo large amounts of 
money wcrt pald t o  th r  prir- 
o n t r s  for their cooperation, 
ERD.4 raid. but wme of 

to tbc  Padfic h'orthwest Re. 
war& loundat lon for tbe 
Oregon rxpcrimtntr  and 
$505.oOO b I Uam h e a d d  
by Dr. C. AIvin Paulrca of 
the School of ]rfCdlclm &t 
!he Unlverslu' of \\'JShIng- 
ton for t h e  Washington radi- 
ation txperimealr, LRD.4 
mid.  P u l r c n  ls now on the 
U. 5.  Pubhe Health Sendee 

ERDA bas Rwntd sh- 
~ l r  J. Rowley who rrrlstcd 
la the  Oregon t e s t s  rnd 
now i a  on the sWf of tbe 
Swedish Hospi!aI bSedlral 
Center in Seattle, b Ltep 
t h e  rccordr d the tadi. 
alcd priaonerc. 

in  &Jtdt. 


