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Prisoners

. - By George C.Wilson

Washing<os Post Btafl Writer

The Atomic Energy Com-
mission in the 1960s beamed
X-rays into the testicles of
131 state prisoners in Ore
gon &and Wsshington o
learn whether heavy ralic-
tion made them sterile, the
Energy Research and Devei-
gpment Adminlstration con-
{irmed yesterday.

The prisoners, ERDA saic,
gave wTitlen consent to the
experiments and underwent
vasectomies (permanent
sterilizatior! after the rs-
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for the sole or primary pur-
pose of studying effects”

The sudjects chosen for
the radlation experiment
conducted between 1963 and
1871 were all serving life
sentences and were belween
25 and 52 years old. Cstho
lics were excluded {rom the
experiment, ERDA said-
presumably because of the
church's objections 1o me
chanical birth control.

The X-ray dosages ranged
from & 10 600 rads—the
higher end of that ranze be-
ing an extremely beavy
Qose.

A rad is & measure of na-
éiation absorbed by the
body. The AEC considered 8
rads a permissible exposure
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distion bad damsaged their
reproductive fysiems to the*
poict the men could have fa-
thered deformed children.

ERDA — which last year
took over the research fune-
tiors of the now defunct
AEC—32id there is no evi-
dence that the radiation pro-
voked cancer in anv of the
pritoners. a risk known and
weiched 31 the time. But the
fedesa! government §s not
ecriain becsuse o compre-
bencve follow.up check of
the prisocers has  been
made

Jeve! for workess in the nu-
‘elear lndustry. This was for
the whole body, pol a spe
clfic small area.

ERDA spokesmen—who
siressed the experiments
preceded the establishment
of their new agency—said 67
prisoners in  the Oregon
Stale Penitentiary in Salem
anZ €4 prisoners in the
Wasthingion Siate Prison in
Walla Walla agreed to the
X-ray experiments.

The agency said it did not
know how many ol the pris-
Joners who were radiated
have returned to elvilian
Hfe, but the Willamette
Week newspaper in Oregon
said it had learned that 51
of the 67 prisoners {n that
state are now out of prison.

Since all the prisoners

ners
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An ERDA spokesman said
yesterday that the agency
wants to do a follow-up

_ study but that state suthori-

ties and some of the prison:
ers are reluctant 1o cooper-
ate becausc of possible em-
barrassment.

The radiation made some
of the prisoners sterile for
as long as five ycars, but
ERDA said medical exami-
nations and studies of tussue
samples showed they all
could have recovered their
fertiliyy. X

An  ERDA spokesman
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siressed that the federzl
government is now far more
sensitive to obicciions to
such human experiments:
tion and would not eonde
the same kingd of tesis.

Dr. James L. Liverman,
assistant administrator 10T
environment and safety at
ERDA, said that “it Is diffi-
cult to imagine circum-
stances under which ERDA's
need for information would
be so compelling as to war-
rant experimenty involving
the irrsdiation of humans
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subjected 1o bheavy X.ray
doses had vasectomies after-
ward there i3 no way to
know how the radiation
would have affected olf-
spring.

However, the AEC contin-
ued to study the reproduc-
tive organs during the expe.
riment—including taking tis-
sue samples — and learned
tha! all the men recovered
their reproductive capacity.

The wivcs of the prisoners
as well as the men them.
selves agreed to the experl.
ments jn the belief it would
econtribute to science, ERDA
s2id. No Jarge amounts of
mone)y were pald 1o the pris-
oners for their cooperation,
ERDA s2id. but some of
them apparently recelved
minor compensation.
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in Sterility Test

The AEC pald $1,064,000
to the Paclfic Northwest Re-
search Foundation for the
Oregon experiments and
$505.000 10 4 team headed
by Dr. C. Alvin Paulsen of
the School of Mediclpe at
the University of Washing-
ton for the Washington radi-
ation experimenls, ERDA
said. Paulsen {s now on the
U. S. Public Health Service
in Seatie,

ERDA has retalned M-
wis 3. Rowley who acssisted
in the Oregon tlesty and
now fs on the staff of the
Swedich Hospital Aedical
Center in Seatlle, to keep
the records of the radic
aled prisoners.
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