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18 Injected in 1945 Plutonium Tes

By George C. Wilson
Wasnarias Pl Bins! Weier
The government inyected plutoruum
into 18 people from 1943 o 1647 in an
cxperument aimed it deterouaing what
the poisonous radiosctive substance
would do to workers msnufactunpg
the slomic bomb
The Manbsttan Engineer District—

_the code name for the jovernment's

secrel. successful effort to develop the
world's first atomic bomo-—sponsored
the tesu

Apparently ocly ope of the 18 per.
0ns knew what the injection was. The

tes mubjects ranged 1o age from 4 W -

from terminal Ulnesses, according to
the Epergy Research and Develop
ment Admunistratioa. Three of the
u'ahncu are still alive.

ERDA confirmed the injection pro-
fram in response (o quenes prompted
by as article about the program in the

Washingion-based newsletter, Science *

Trends, dated Fed. 23.

The one person ERDA is sure gave
his consent to e infection. a spoxey
man sad, received plulonium n a
leg afflicted with bane cancer and
scheduled for amputation. The ampy-
wlios - 30 successfully &rrested the
cancer that the man is abve wday. Hus

88 apd were all believed suffenng
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18 Injected
In Secret

Testing
INJECT, From Al

- One teyt subject died Last
“4ear Of e four who wers
“Bving lamt year, three had
been wid after the lnjec
- Yorts what bad been dope ta
'them The fourth was msot (1
tald the ERDA pokettman
, aadd. because e family doe
tor adnisec agans it
+ The ERDA tact sheet o
the 13 experumental lmjee
- Bwos said Lhat seven people {
CTwho received them lwed
Jous an one yoar
;allereard, three lived be
cftwetz one apd thres yeary:
T90o between 14 and
© yexrs: one 28 years; two w»> !
{doown, and Wree are v D
RUILYS
¢. “There U po evidence to |
1 Sugfent that the plutonium

. —— ——

s imjecdon  lafuesced Lo
reourse of the disessm”
ERDA's fact sheet samd

. However, ERDA sald the d&i-
, Agnoss of stomach caover
, far ope of Wie 18 people in
Jected mith toxie plulsaium
“later proved to be insoce
rate.”
LRDA sald the supposedty
“fatal disesses of the Dersoms
iajected with plutomium i
" etuded cancer, duodenal wi-
eer, heart disease, Depatitly
' Cushiars sypdrome, cirrbo-
83 of the Lver and severe
" lojuries from an aulo sect
dent
'* Four bospitals—the Man
‘hatan  Engineer  District
*wospital  tn Osk  Rldge,
"Tenn: Swong Memorial
Hospital of the University ¢!
1 Rochester; Bllings Hospital®
‘af the University of Chl-
reafo. and University Bospt-
- tal of the Umiversity of Call-
‘fornia—gave the injections
of soluble plutonium under
goverament coanuract ac
:eording 1o EPDA
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1947 injection was (e Jast one gfiven,
LRDA sad

. 74 The lnjections were Eiven

709883
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The spokesmsn said records on the

piutomsum experiment are so unclesr !

that it is nol known how Llbe tem
subjects, were seleciad and that it s
postible that more Lhan one of he 18
was told the truth about the injections.

ERDA has no plans to launch an
Investigation o try to learm more
about the injection program, & spokes
man said.

The agency conceded that such an
in)ection program would be consider-
ed unethical todsy. The spokesman
said ERDA knows of no plant 6! suits
ajuert the goverpmaent dy lha.ihree
survivors or heirs ol those whe died.

Ser INJECT, Al Col 1
- . : -—d

. The purpose of the study ||
* was, according to the ERDA |}
fact  sheet, (o gather
" accurata information
1 peeded on retention and ¢3-
. cretion of laternal plute
'alum for setting safety erite
, na” Plutonium experimacta
with stumals bad failed @
« produce Lhe needed data de-
~sording o the goveramant
r. An ERDA spokesman said
;the suandards that evolved
‘gram ke evrerimert o7
-still in use.

80 13 males and § females
19etween April. 14S—batore
the firyt atomic bomb wwe
~gxploded 1o Japen en Auk. .,
o8, 1943, during World War I}
—and July J& 1M4L-A &
ygearold boy injected with
. plutocium 10 Callfornia s,
abone cancer and ded Bive
monthy wfterward,
st ERDA
«~ ERDA said the injections
.ed plutonium ranged {rom
.éosts twice what scientists.
“at the Ume belleved thee
‘Buman body cowd sand
wnthout causing boas can-
‘eer or other serious damage
‘Lo 143 tUmes the Umit =
' QDe tase. -
4 "Science Trends newlettar
wid the injectiony wery the
. aquivalent of {rom 100 to #0
‘years of radiation Exposre
workers ordinanly woald re-
‘esive on & job where plw
. oruum was used.
+ Little was Xpown sbout:
Sow plutoruum affected ibe
Jamas dody when Wi ia
jecions wers given Infar
‘matpn about Its effects b
,dar {rom complete today.
The federal governmant
. Jearned much of wbat it pow
,Jnows about the way the
Sody handles plutonium by
measuning the amount of it
the 18 subjects excrvted ia i
« “thelr urine.
: ERDA sald the expert
. ment was 30 sechel that the
plutonium was referred
a8 “the product” .
Ap ERDA spokesman said
the governmen! preparsd 3
fact thest on \be plutonium
infections o 1974 LOUT Lde
i expenment W&l openly dls
1 letased In sclentlfic cireles.
... "The detiniive discusxion
‘of the study,” FRDA mid,
w310 & chapter by Dr. P»-
Lriean Duriun entitied,
o Plutonium in Man: A New |
‘Look st the Old Daw'
Uwhich was included in the
beck ‘Radlobiology of Plute
! vmlum.’ pudlished in 1973 by
' (bg J. W. Press of the Uni-

‘it Af Washinotan
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