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COL. NICHOLS: 

Review of t h e  proposed p r o j e c t s  by t h e  Un ive r s i ty  o f  Chicago 
f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  medical a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  opera t i  on 
r evea l s  a cmprehens ive  program. 
research  t h e  p a t t e r n  is complete and very thorough. The amount of work 
ou t l ined  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  would correspond t o  a program which would 
o r d i n a r i l y  involve t h e  radiology departments of s e v e r a l  m d i c a l  schools  
f o r  a decade. 

From t h e  poin t  of v i e w  of academic 

I t  would appear  f'romaraminRtion of t h e s e  surmnaries of t h e  
proposed research  t h a t  not s u f f i c i e n t  cons ide ra t ion  has been given t o  
r e s u l t s  which must a c t u a l l y  be achieved i n  o rde r  t o  p e r m i t  t h e  normal 
proqress  of t h e  DS! opera t ions ,  I t  should be clearly recognized that 
t h e  s e r v i c e s  of t h e  medical o rgan iza t ion  i s  a n  accessory  fbnct ion.  
This func t ion  is not  well def ined ,  b u t  i t s  primary i n t g r e s t  is to mainta in  
t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e  ope ra to r s  a t  a level which w i l l  i n  no way i n t e r f e r e  
wi th  ope ra t ions  and t o  a s c e r t a i n  t h a t  no se r ious  impairments w i l l  be 
su f fe red  due t o  t h e  s p e c i a l  hazards.  
of t h e  r e sea rch  is aimed a t  fundamental knowledge of r a d i a t i o n  and of 
r a d i a t i o n  i n j u r i e s .  
one, b u t  it h a r d l y  con t r ibu te s  t o  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t ,  un le s s ,  by v i r t u e  of 
t h e  unique and extremely hazerdous opera t ions ,  complete understanding 
of r a d i a t i o n  i n j u r i e s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  cont inued operation. 
obviously not the case  s ince  previous background and d a t a  accumulated up 
to t h e  present i n d i c a t e  t h a t  the hazards may b e  maintained a t  a minimum 
by r e l a t i v e l y  simple precaut ions  and expedients .  
p recaut ionary  measures may be introduced obvia tes  t o  a cons iderable  
degree t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  much of t h e  research .  
are many hiatuses i n  our presen t  knowledge, but there appears t o  b e  no 
n e c e s s i t y  f o r  f i l l i n g  t h e s e  gaps a t  t h i s  t i m e ,  and d e l a y  until a f t e r  t h e  

I t  appears  t h a t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  po r t ion  

I t  i s  recognized that t h i s  ob jec t ive  i s  a conanendable 
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I t  is  not  e s t a b l i s h e d  t h a t  active p u r s u i t  of a l l  the phases 
of t h e  b i o l o g i c a l  e f f e c t s  of r a d i a t i o n  a r e  necessary  i n  cont inuing t h e  
opera t ions  of  t h e  Manhattan D i s t r i c t .  - 

I n  view o f  t h e  r igorous  demands o f  t h e  w a r  e f f o r t  I would be 
w i l l i n g  to s t a t e  t h a t  r e sea rch  should be conducted f o r  purposes of o r i e n t a t i o n  
r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  providing complete knowledse and understanding a t  t h e  
present  t i m e  , 


