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Minutes of itne Medical Committee, & Dec 46

Because of the nature of thls committee and its functions,
was agreed to change the name of the group from the Medical Advisory

Committee of the Manhattan Pngineering District to the Medical Committee

of

the Manhsttan Engineer District. The functions of tuls committee

during the interim period until the atomic commission assumes overall
authority may be set down as making recommendations on the following
agpects of Manhattan D istrict ¥edlcal work:
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a) Coordination of the activities of the medical re-
search program of the Manhattan Engineer District.

b) Facilitation and standardization of n=alta and
safety control for the Manhattan Engineer District.

ABOLISOd3H

2 ¢) Coordination and direction of the sctivities of
K the medical researcn division in the solution of
» industrial problems.

; -

Discussion &8 to the nature of the 158 clause in the

Rofhegter, Columbia, Chicago, ¥estern Reserve und Calirornia contracts
wgr cdrried out with =2mph-sis on the dlificuities of interpretation of
this

lsuse by non-medliczl personnel.

The proposed contract with the University of Virginia under
L A}fred Chanutin was recommended for approval. His proposed study
thqg srotein fractions responsitle for the intoxication or deatn of
e irradiated animal material 1s outlined in A:pendix A ané covers a
eld of research not duplicated by any present program.

A proposed contraet with Dr, Poole of the Physics Department
Ohio State University was discussed at lfngth. It was decided that
ile Dr., Pool has recognized ability in his fieid, and that his ser-
ces would be invaluable to the Mediczl Division, ne should flrst re-
ew and be brought up to date In the prolject developments by confer-
ces w»ith Dr. Failla and others prior to resubmitting a formal reguest
r contract. Accordingly, it was requestcd tiat security clearance
-carried out and such conferences arranged. Declassification af some
ports .and future publications of NPTS medical volumea will.-yrelieve the
esent situation where good workers propose prograws which ape already

he temporary yuarters for the new blological projeect at the

Monsanto Chemical Company at Dayton were approved. The expenditure of
the sum of $46,300 for the first sear's research work was agproved.
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The proposed contract with the University of Xansas .nder
. Frank Hoecker was raised but not discussed pending further in-

vestigation by a member of the Medical Division.
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Appendix 8, is a continuation of e work of kidne aysi
ried out at the Hochoster'g%QiGCt: and is not é;gff@aZAX a5

The proposed contract :ith the University of Tennessee under

Te
the direction of Dr. Henry Wills w»as approved. 7This contractéésnoyn
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authorized projects.

8. Approval was granted for a visit of Dr. G. Failla of the
Columbia Project to the Eerkeley Project for the discussion of pro-
blems in connection with his work,

9. _The large overall program of the biological group at the
¥onsanto “hemical Company at Clinton Labor-tories was briefly reviewed,
and the oplnion expressed that the scope of the project was mucnh too
large and involved much unnecessary duplication of previous work.

This will pe elariried 2s tie new group becomes orlented on the overall
progr:m of the division. Two specific recommendations were made in view
of the/sta’fing and space difficulties:

current :
a) That a budget of $200,000 be authorized for biologi-
cal ressarch covering tie perlod up to 1 July 1947.
b) That the chronic exposure prograz already instituted
under the direction of Dr. Paul Hensnaw be continued.
10. Approval was recommended for tue proposal raised by several

of the laboratory directors for the privilege of setting up certain un-
restrict:d areas in :nich problems related to nonclazsified isotope re-
search could be discussed »ith non-project iadividuals who desire in-
formation on correet technliques, apparatus, etc, to be used in such
work., It wss suggested that tire correct procedures Ior such action be
worted out with the securlity and declassiiication sections.

Notet (Should not apply to 7ork .eing undertaiten at Govt
labs such as C.L., Argonne, Los Alam.8 and production
areas.)

11. The protlem of disposal of contamin ted materials wus raised,
To avoid complicated dliscussion, it zas suggested that Drs. Stone,
Contrell and Priedeil and the undersigned sutmit their ideas on this
subject in writing for discussion at 2 future meeting a3t which time
definlte recommendations will be made. At that time, the summary of
gll existing tolerances, nor in prepzration will be sutmi-ted by the
'ivision.

12. Possible recommendation of & qualified Medical Director to
the Atomic Bnergy Commission were discussed, No formal decision was
made, There was common agreement that trsining of young doctors in
tiils field was essential and should start soon.

13. A reguest mas receivad from the investigative group and
engincers of the Monsanto Chemical Company at Clinton Laboratories for
infarmation on the correét heighth ror ruture exhaust stacks. It was
decided tnat.if sny special materials were to be vented into such '
stacks, they should be constructed at least 175 fset in ueighth.

14. The acope of the researcn program as prepared by the Medical
Research Brinch was approved. This is shown in A:pendix C.

15. It was suggoested tiat the next meeting of this committee be
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helddin approximately one month, the exact dat: and place to be de-
cided, '

Respectfully submitted,

STAFFORD L. +AHRRZIN, MD
Chairman, Mecical Committee
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