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UNITED STATES 
A T O M I C  E N E R G Y  C O M M I S S I O N  

ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

ON 

BIOLOGY AND MEDICINE 

70 COLUMBUS AVENUE 

NEW YORK 23. NEW YORK 

February 28, 1957 

Honorable Lewis L. Strauss 
Chairman, U. S. Atomic Energy Commission 
1901 Constitution Avenue, N. W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Deaf Mr. Strauss: 

The regular meeting of the Advisory Committee on Biology and 
Medicine was held in Berkeley, Livermore and San Francisco, 
California on January 16 through 19, 1957. 

The Committee had the opportunity of reviewing the research work 
being done at  the Donner and Crocker Laboratories in Berkeley where 
the Laboratory staffs presented a comprehensive fu l l  day's program. 
We were favorably impressed both with the choice of problems and the 
quality of the material presented. 

We also spent a haLf day at Dr. Robert S. Stone's laboratory in the 
Medical School in San Francisco. 
70 Mev synchrotron has been greatly improved in operation and is now 
being used in the treatment of cancer patients. 

It was gratifying to see  that the 

The Committee appreciated the presentations by the staff of the Livermore 
Laboratory on weapons development and on controlled thermonuclear 
reaction. We were glad to learn more about the development of "cleaner" 
weapons and about the continued effort to reduce the fallout from weapons 
tests. 
fuller appreciation of the need for further weapons tests. 

A s  a result of the briefing at Livermore, the Committee has a 

The demands of other personal commitments have resulted in the 
resignation of Edwin B. Fred, President of the University of Wisconsin, 
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from the Committee and we have asked Dr. Dunham to transmit the 
names of three candidates for Dr. Fred's replacement. 
Dr. Paul F. Sharp, Dr. J. C. Horsfall and Dr. J. J. Christensen. 

They are ;  

The fallout problem received our attention again at a special evening 
session. 

' 
A report wi l l  be made to you in due course of time. 

The Committee noted with interest continued efforts to improve the 
operation of the Atomic Bomb Casualty Commission. 

Dr. Dunham told the Committee about the New York University proposal 
to assume responsibility for the operation of the New York Health and 
Safety Laboratory under A E C  contract. 
the decision of the Division of Biology and Medicine not to accept the 
proposal at  this time. 

1 

The Committee concurs i n  

In the past foreign users of isotopes have pointed out to the writer and 
other members of the Committee that i t  is much simpler for  them to 
get isotopes from Harwe1l than from Oak Ridge. 
importance to our country to encourage friendly relations with foreign 
scientists, ag th ing  that can be done to improve this situation is 
highly desirable. The Committee was glad to learn that the procedure 
has already been simplified. 
possible, further improvements be made. 

With kindest regards, I am 

Since it is of 

--- ._ 
The Committee recommends that, if 

--_ . 
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Yours sincerely, 

G. Failla 
Chairman ACBM 
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JaraarJ.. 30, 1957 

Dr. Harold A. Fidler 
0. 2.. A t o n i c  EnsrE=; Comdssicn 
Sari Francisco Oporaticns Office 
Qe - 17th St ree t  
O%land 12 ,  Cali€crr,ia 

Dear Harold! 

, I u z s t  to emress m r  tkarAks tG you arid the  makers of ycur 
' staff for the mar-y ccurtcsies exkrded to the Adviscry Committee 
Tor Biology a d  3edicice arld the staff in the DivisiLn of 
Eiclopy arid Xedicine d u r i q  t h e i r  recent  7isi t  i n  t h e  Eerkeley 
area. 

We greatly aqreclated ycur kivdness  in arrar:$ng f o r  t h e  visit 
t o  the Livemore  S i te .  

The Corrrnlttce sade  a g e c i a l  reccest 0:' nke tha t  I .exprces, on 
t h e i r  behalf their e n t h s i a e t i c  sp?recia+icm of the way ic which 
the irldividual menbers of the Doxer  Latorstory and tlie Tiv&m,ore 
Radiological LaEcratory prrxr . ted  the various fhcets of the  work 
they are  now underta'king. '?hey desire t h a t  you ccnvey t o  them 
perzcnally the assurance that what they are doing not  ocly has 
great scientific m e r i t  but i 3  d i z e c t l p  relevant t o  fundamental 
problems of our national defefise. 

With all ~ o o d  viiEhes f o r  pour xntixmed saccess, I am 

Sincerely yours, 
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Charles L. Dunham, M.D. 
Director 
Division of Biology and Medicine 



Dr. John H. Lawrecce 
University of California 
Dormer Laboratory 
Berkeley 4, Calif orrda 

4 Dear Johnr 

9t OR behalf of the Advisory Comittee f o r  Biology and Bedicine 

deep apnreciation for the rich content of the recent cor.ference 
held at the Dormer Laboratory and the gracious hospitality 
shown us yourself and the members of your staff. 

We want you t o  know how much we enjoyed a d  profited from the 
meeting. The Comittee thoupht that a l l  of the papers were 
well nresented acd certainly ir?dicattd a great deal of very 
excellent work on the p a r t  of ycur staff. The Committee was 
really very much pleased with the project 88 a whole a .d  the 
way it ia progreszing urder ycar directorship. 

I would be greatly pleased if yon would convey to each of your 
staff members who participated my admiration for the scientific 
excellence of t h e i r  presentations a d  the mthusiasm with which 
they entered the disc~ssions. 

. and the staff i n  B i o l o a  and Medicine, may1 express our 

With warm personal regards. 

Sincerely pours 

Charles L. Dunham, H . 9 .  
Director 
Division of Biology and Xediche - 
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Dr. iiobert S. Stone 
Univc,-sl ty of Calif crrda Medical Center 

r fisdiological Laboratcry 
! E a n  Franclsco 22, California 

Dear Bob: 
'' On behalf of the Advisory Cmnittee for R i n l o ~  and Hedicine 

acd the staff in Biolocy and Medicine, I wish to thank you 
for the v e q  informative m r n i n g  that  r e  snerit at the 
Fkdiologicd.  L aborzt.ory and f o r  the very stimulating discus- 
sion of the w o r k  of the Laboratory. 

I know that ,  we have all profited very m c h  from the meeting 
aid are very appreciative cf t b e  labor  ar:d t h o u p h t  devoteci 
to the preeentation by the Isercbers of your s ta f f .  

?lease accept our t4anks t o  both ~ G U  arid Hr3. Stone for the 
plcssant *risit to pour home and eapecia7ly f o r  the wonderful 
refreshments. 

With uarm per:ocal recards. 

Sincerely 7ours, 

Charles I.. bnham, M.D. 
Director 
M V ~ S ~ L J E  of 30 logy  and kedicir?e 
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DecemScr 27, 1956 

C C ~  Div, Mlitsrry AppUcation 
Hanson Blatz, USL-NYOO 
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