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SUBJECT:  JAP FISHERMANS CORDITION

TO
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U.S. news services are inquiring whether the crew member of the
FORTUNATE DRAGON who suffered exposure after the March 1 test can
be called the "first H-bomb fatality" in the event he dies, The
attached news dispatch carried by UNITED FRESS, you will notle,
uses this exyression,

We would aprreciate guidence in this matter. It is my understanding
from previous discussions with Dr, Bugher that the jaundice is dus to
blood transfusions given the patient, not to irrediation, However,
carrespondents undoubtedly will use the "first vietim" expression on
the grounds that the man would not have been subjected to transfusions-
if it had not been for his exposwre so that hs is a victim of the

H-bomrb,

If this men gets tagged as the first H-bomb victim (and I do not

see how we can prevent it) the mropaganda damasge will be considerabls,
especially in view of the fact that the Japanese will now have the -
fcredit® for baing the first victims of the A-bomb (Hiroshima and
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Nagasaki) and the E-bomb,

Any suggestions you have far handling this situation will be most
welcomee
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