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ADVISORYCOMMITTEEFOR 1310U2GYAND MEDICINE

—

‘Ihefifty-fifthmeetingof the AdvisoryCcmmitteefor BiologyandMedicine
uas held at the AtomicEnergyCommission,HeadquartersBuilding,IdahoFalls
Idaho,on Fridayand Saturday,March9 and
personsin attendance:
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l%id~y,March99 19s6

A plannedtour,arrangedby Mr. AlIanC. Johnson,Managerof the Idaho

OperationsOffice,was conductedfor the committeeand the staffof the

Divisionof Biologyand Medicineto inspectthe facilitiesof theNational

ReactorTestingSitewhich includedthe Healthand SafetyDivision.

lhe Chairman

thenwelcomedtie

couldlendto the

Saturday, March 10, 1956

2QQ4”

convenedthe meeting.Mr. W. C. Funk,DeputyManager,100,

groupand offeredany assistancethathe and his staff

Committeeto make theirvisitbothprofitableand pleasant.

CurrentActivities The ChairmanaskedDr. Wnham to proceedby discussing
of the Divisionof
Biology& Medicine the currentactivitiesof the Division. Dr. &nham

statedthat the

peoplehas been

be availablein

Dr. Dunham

medicalreporton the studyof fallouton the Rmgelap

turnedoverto the GovernmentprintingOfficeand it should

six or eightweeks.

made referenceto the lasttwomeetingsof the committee

whereinDr. Clausand Nr. Eisenbudbriefedthem on plansfor monitoring

the watersof the Pacificduringand immediatelyafterOperationREDJING.

TheNavy has made a shipavailablefor thispurpose. In additionto U.S.

activities..tieJapanesehave a five-vesselexpeditionwhichwill move down

to the equatorwest of the test siteaboutmidwaythroughthe test schedule.

An exchangeof samplesis plannedbetweena groupunderthe directionof

Dr. RogerRevelle,Director,ScrippsOceanographicInstitute,LaJolla,

California,and the Japaneseoceanographygroup. Dr. Dunhamreported
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that the projecthad the Ccmmission~sconcurrence.

Dr. Dunhamthenreportedon the meetingof the ProgramDirectorsat

Hanford. liementionedthatthe programsunderthe directionof Dr. Parker

and Dr.Kornbergare goingwell and that the groupwas particularly

impressedwith Dr. Wagerts observationsof careinomaof the lungproduced

by plutonium.
ti

Dr. Dunhamspokeof a letter thathe had receivedfromDr. Warren

Weaverof the Rockefeller

the GeneticsPanelof the

thisPanel is tentatively

limitsof radiationwhich

Foundationrequestingcertaininformationfor

NationalAcademyof Sciences. He statedthat

consideringcertainrecommendationsconcerning

oughtto be set up for totalpopulationexposure

and for occupationalexposure. Dr.Weaverrequestedthis informationfrom

Hanford,Argonne,Brookhavenand Oak Ridge.

Dr. Wnham toldthe Caamitteethatwhile contactswith on-site

contractorsuzw appropriate,he was reluctantto seekthe informationfrom

non-AECcontractorsand thathe felt that it wouldbe more appropriate

thatthe questionsin these instancesbe submitteddirectlyfromthe

NationalAcademyof Sciences.

Ad Hoc ResearchAdvisoryGroup. Ik. hnham announcedthat an ad hoc

groupcomposedof Drs.CurtStern,Charle3Burnett,RobleyEvans,
,.,.

AustinBruesand Orr Reynoldshad been appointedW Dr.a%illingfor the
-..

purposeof assistingthe Divisionof Biologyandlledicinein reviewing

the researchprogramof the Divisionof Biologyand Medicineand to

~ A copyof Dr.Weaver~sletterand Dr. Dunhamtsreplypreviouslywas
suppliedthe membersof the Committee.
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identifythoseresearchareaswhich shouldbe emphasized,curtailedor

eliminatedin its opinion.

J(XEHeatingson PeacefulUses Dr.Dunhamspokeof the 202Hearings

befo=the JointCommitteeon AtomicEnergyon the peacefuluses of

atomicenergy. The JC.AEevidencedconsiderableinterestwith respectto

the AECCsresponsibilitiesin healthand safety-- as they relateto %ate

and localgovernments.

AC134J@ ointment Dr. Dunhamannouncedthat,subjectto securityclearance,

the recommendationfor Dr. Fred~sappointmentas a memberof theAdvisory

Committeehad been approvedby the @neral Manager.

RemarksbyMr. ~0 Mr. Tammarotold of the concernof Dr. Bradbuzy,

Directorof the Los AlamosScientificLaboratory,over the long-range

futureof tiatLaboratory.He said thatwhiledhe.primarymissionof the

Laboratorywill remainin the fieldof atomicweaponsresearchand devehp-

ment for many years to come,Dr. Bradburybelievesthat in orderto retain

top qualityscientists,the Laboratoryshouldhave a definiterole in the

developmentof peacetimeuses. Mr. Tammaronoted that Dr.Bradburyls

concernaboutLos Alamospointedup the broaderproblemof definingthe

missionsof all the NationalLaboratories.He reportedthat the definition

of laboratorymissionsand the integrationof laboratoryintoa smoothly

meshedoverall researchprogramwas an importantproblemto which his

officewouldgivetop priorityin the comingmonths.

AtomicBombCasualty Dr.lhrrenand Dr. Bugherreportedon theirvisit

Commission to theAtomicBomb CasualtyCommissionin Japan. ~. Warren

-b-

OFFICIXLUSE ONLY

Z?_/Visitto ABCC by Drs.Cannon,Burnett,Hastings,Francisand others



OFFICIALUSE ONLY

believesthat Dr. Holmes,the presentdirector,had done an outstanding

job in estziblishingcontactswith the variousJapaneseagenciesand in

maintenanceof thesecontacts.

Dr. Bughercommentedon the geneticsprogram. He said it shouldbe

carefullyreviewedwith respectto futuredevelopments.He recommendeda

full-timegeneticistbe addedto the staffof the ABCC.

Dr. Bughermentionedthatthe JapaneseMvisory Councilare considering

the changeof namefor the ABCC. (A changeof name for theprojecthad

been recomtnendedpreviouslyby the ACBM). They - lmpingto comeup with

a name whichwouldbe symbolicof the changeto peacetimeuses of atomic

energy.

Dr. Warren,in corroborationof Dr. Bugher:sobservation,pointedout

thatthere is bitterresentmentin Japanof the placementof the ‘lAtomic

Energyfor Asiaflprograminlfanila.On the otherhand, the actionof the

Commissionin increasingthe amountof fissionablematerialwhich couldbe

made availableto the Japanesehas been of tremendousvalue. It Was

Dr. Warrentsbeliefthat “themorewe can do to help the Japanesein

developingthisprogramthebetterwillbe oux.footholdin Asia;and our

hope to meet the challengeof the Communistway of lifeagainstour own

way of lifecanbe presentedto the peopleof Asia.”

h. Glassstatedthathe thoughtDr. BugherOsremarkson the genetics

programwere very encouragingand he agreedcompletelywith

a very carefulreview.

Dr. Bughercontinuedat thispointby saying‘I should

the needfor

13ke to pass

on to you a clearideathatI receivedof the essentialdesireof the
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Japaneseto maintaintheirindependencewith respectto aid. Theyhave

greatpride. Theywant to takeencouragementfrom the UnitedStatesand

lookfor our technicaltrainingand guidance,but theywant to do the work

themselveson

Fallout- Project It was the senseof the Committeethat in view of
Sunshine
the fact therewill be a great

falloutavailablefrom theNew

amountof additionaldata on world-wide

York OperationsOfficeHealthand Safety

Laboratoryin the near futurethat theywouldpreferto have this

materialin hand beforemakingan overall statementon ProjectSunshine.

The new datawill be consideredat the nextmeetingof the Camnittee

and the resultsof this discussionwill be foma.rckdto the Commissim.

InternationalAffairs Mr. Brownreportedbrieflyon jointAEGState

Departmentdiscussionson possible

the *Commun%tyof Six,f?- Belgium,

Italyand Luxembourg.Theprogram

aid to an atomicenergyprogramamong

AJetherlands,West Germany,France,

is known as lfEuratom.fl

SpecialOperation Mr. Butenhoffreportedon an operation knownas
Activities
Operation ‘Cue Ball,”tie Iatterbeinga codedname

purposes.

A furtherreporton thispr~jectis to be made

meeting.

for @3ssificatlon

at a subsequent

SpecialHealthand Dr. G. VictorBeard,Director,Healthand Safety
MedicalProblems
~vision of the IdahoOperationsOffice,invitedthe Ccmmitteeis

attentionto severalproblemswhich concernthe Healthand safety

Division.He said thatat the presenttime 35 off-sitewells are
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beingsampledfor radioactivity;that if the Stateof Idahoadoptslegis-

lationrequiringone-tenthdrinkingwatertoleranceat the point of

intakejthis could$if strictlyinterpreted,requireweeklysamplingof

some 1’500tills in the areaof theState of Idaho. Dr. Beardsaidhe did

not think it was toomuch of a healthproblemas therehas been

activityfound in any samplesto date.

Mr.Eisenbudcommentedat thispoint to say thathe thought

no radio-

that ‘if

we were gettinga goodscreeningsampleof 15 wellswith no radioactivity

in them,this shouldbe a good exampleof what to expect.t:

The secondquestionraisedby Dr. Beardconcernedthe concentration

of radioactivitytiichshouldbe permittedin the atmqhzre of communities

near the ANP site. It was his estimatethat exposureto the lungsfrom

airborneactivitywouldbe about100 timesgreaterthan externalwhole-ho@

exposures.Shouldthe permissibledosebe as low as 1056rem per year to

the lungs,as presumablywouldbe requiredby NCRP recommendations,or

shouldthe permissibledosebe more comparableto that used in the Nevada

TestSite area- that is,based on externalexposure?.

Atoms-for-PeaceDr. Pearsonreferredto the reportof the Panelon the

Impactof the PeacefulUses of AtomicEnergy,alsoknown as the McKinney

Panel Report. He said that theMcKinneyPsnelhad attachedgreat import-

anceto the peacefuluse of atomicenergyin biology,medicine,and

agriculture.A programhas been developedbetweenthe”Divisionof Biology

and Mediciqeand the Divisionof Internatio@lAffairs to implementthe
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PaneItsfindings. The programconsists of threesteps:

1. The firstphase of the programis to sendsmallmissionsof

scientiststo foreigncountriesto studythe potentialuses of

atomicenergyin thosecountriesin the fieldsof biologyand

medicine.

and by the

20 The second

(Thisparthas beenapprovedby the StateDepartment

InternationalCooperationAdministration).

phase involvesbringingscientistsparticularly

youngerscientists,to thiscountryfor trainingin the

techniquesand in the use of atomicenergyinbiologyand

medicine.

3. The tiirdph=e oftiis programis to make availableatomic

energytoolsand isotopelaboratoryor perhapsa gammafield

so thatwhen a scientistreturnsto his nativecountryhe may

utilizehis newlyacquiredknowledge.

Dr. Pearsonmentionedthat somedefiniteactionhas been taken in respect

to sendingout missionsto foreigncountries.Planstie beingformulated

to senda groupto SouthAmerica,uhichwill includeW. RobertJ.

HasterlikjAM-, Dc. PhulAebersold,ORNL,Dr. KarlWilbur,of Iiike

UniversitypandDr. Stakman. Dr. MathanHall,formerlyof the Division

of BiologyandMedicine5and now stationedin Peru~has been askedto

join the group on itsplannedtour.

Minutesof Meetinaheld at The minutesof themeetingheld at the
‘the AECNovember 30,
December1 & 2, 1955 AtomicEnergyCcmdssion in Washington,

D. C. ~ on WednesdayjNovemiber30 and December
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approvedunanimously upon a motionmadeby Dr.Warrenand secondedby

Dr. Burnett.

NextMeeting The Committeeselectedthe date of Ray 26 and 27, 1956,

for theirnextmeeting,whichwill be held at theAEC in Washington,D. C.

ExecutiveSession Furtherconsiderationwas givento the problemsof

the

Dr.

AIXCwith specialreferenceto the reportsmade~ k. Warrenand

Bugherupon theirreturnfrom visitingtheprojectin Japan.

Upon the conclusionof the discussionitwas votedunanimously

that the followingresolutionshouldbe forwardedby the Chairmanof the

AC@i to the Chairmanof the AtomicEnergyCommission:

Recognizing the very unsatisfacto
3

qeration of the #lBCC
from the inceptionof the contractwith AS, realizingthe urgency
of the presentsituation,and mindfulof the importanceof the
knowledgeto be gainedin Japanto the UnitedStatesand to the
world,the ACEM recommendsthat theA.ECdiscusswith the NAS the
stepsnecessaryto improveradicalIy and immediatelythe operation
of the ABCC. In the unanimousand consideredopinionof the ACEI’4,
this requirestransferof the operatingcontractfrom the NAS to
anoth= organization, such as a university.or groupof universi-
ties.w

The meetingadjournedat 5:30p.M.

?

endices:
(A Letterto Dr.
(B) Letterto Mr.
(C) Letterto Dr.

Bronkfrom Dr. Dunham,da$ed12/30/SS
Straussfrom Dr.Faillaated 3/13/56
Failla from*. Straussdated4/23/56
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December20, 1955

Dr. DetlevW. Bronk
President
IUathnalAcademyof Sciences
2101ConstitutionAvenue
Washington25, De C.

Deaz Dr.Bronk:
By now you wi 11 have receivedthe reportof the November27 ad hoc
conferenceheld under the chairmanshipof Dr. R. K$ithCannanat which
the presentstatusand futureprogramof theAtomikBombCasualty
Commissionwere thoroughlydiscussed. I am writingto-expressmy uwn
concernaboutthe futureof ABCC and to reportthe viewsof the Atomic
EnergyCommission~sAdvisoryCcmmitteefor Biologyandlledicineon
thismatteras expressedat a recentmeetingin Washington.

The AEC has a two-foldinterestin seeingthatthe progrhmis not
interrupted:the necessityfor makingtheaost scientificallyof all
availablem’aterialon the effectsof ionizingradiationson humans
coupledwith a needfor assuringthat misleadingand unsoundreports
of the effectsof radiationon man emanatingfdomNagasakiand Hiro-
shimaare kept to a minimum. I@re theUnitedStatestp pull out,
the vaomm createdwould assuredlybe filledby something,and it
mightwellbe somethingbad, evenflavoredwith occasionaltingesof
red. Especiallymight thistithe caseat Hiroshima. In such an
event,both the worldscientificcommunityand the UnitedStatesas
a countrywouldbe the losers.

The conferencerecommendedin its unifiedprogramplama broadening
of the scientificinterestand scopeof the ABCC as a necessary
requirementfor interestingthe best qualifiedpeopleto undertake
what is more and more an *epidemiologicfiapproachto the long-term
radiationeffectsstudy. I cannotbut agreewith this ideaespecially
in the lightof my severalyearstcontactwith the ABCC and its many
vicissitudeswhichhave in greatpart stemmedfrom too narrowand
limitedan approachto the radiationproblmn. An exception,of course,
is the geneticsprogramwhichwas broadlyconceivedandperhapsas a
consequenceof thiswas quite successful.

I note thatthe conferencerecommendedthatyoube askedto call a
high-levelmeetingof interestedand potentiallyinterestedgovern-
mentaland non-governmentalagencies. This is logicalandnecespary
and the immediatenext step towardseventualresolution of the
Academy~sproblemsin administeringthe AEICCprogram.



I wish to go on recordas wholeheartedlysupportingthe reportand
recommendationsof the ad hoc conference.At the sametime,I
wantyou to knowthat Z feel the matterto be one of greaturgen~.
I am reaclyto cooperatein anyway possiblein suchstepsas you may
~etxnmrds resolvingthe problem.

Sincerelyyours,

CharlesL. Dunham,M.D.
Director
Divisionof’Biologyand Medicine

cc: h. G. Faill~’
Dr.ShieldsWarren
Dr. EdwardA. Doisy
Dr.CharlesH.Burnett
Dr. SimeonT. Cantril
Dr. John C. Bugher
Dr. H. BentleyGlass
Dr. R. KeithCannan

cc: GM thru l’hmmaro
JohnHall,IA
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Apri123, 1956

DearDr.Failla:

I wish to acknowledgeyour letterofl%rch 13, 1956,in
whichyw urge immediatediscussionswith the National
Academyof Sciencesregardingthe administrationof the
AtomicBanbCasualtyCommissionin Japan,and in which
you alsoreportthe Ccauaitteetsresolutionthata new
contractorbe sought.

Pleasebe assuredthatthe importanceof thismatteris
appreciated.I have askedthe GeneralManagerto review
the matterwith Dr. Dunhamand to reportbackto the
Commission.Ifeelthat the Commissionshouldhave the
bewfit of the viewsof the staffsincequestionsof
authorityand contractadministrationare involved.

I know thatABCC mattershave demandedmuch a“ the
timeof the Committeeduringthe past fiveyears and
that severalof your membersrecentlyfoundit neces-
saryto travelto Japanin orderto obtainfirsthand
informationand impressions.The Commissionvalues
greatlysuch interestby your hnmittee.

Sincerelyyours,

/s/ U. F. Libby

(Acting) Chairman

Dr. GioacchinoFaiha, Chairman
Advisoq Committeefor Biologyand Medicine
ColumbisUniversity
63o West 1 68th Street
Mew York 3Z, New York



March 13, 1955

HonorableLewisL. Strauss,Chairman
U. S. Atomic&ergy Commission
Washington25, D. C.

IkarMr. Strauss:

In my letterof January.!4,1956,reportingon the 53rdmeetingof
the AdvisoryCommitteefor Biologyand Medicine,concernwas expressed
overthe criticalstatusof the AtomicBomb CasualtyCommissionin Japan
and some suggestionsfor remedialactionwere made. As suggestedbythe
ACEllDr.Dunhsmwrotea letterto Dr. Bronk,Presidentof theNational
Academyof Sciences,on December20, 1955. At the 5Sthmeetingof
the ACPM held in IdahoFallsMarch 9 and 10, 1956,Dr. Dunhamreported
thathe had not yet receiveda replyfrom Dr. Bronk. In the meantime
anothergroup,includingEr, ShieldsI?arrenand Dr. John Bugherhad
visitedtheAKX in Japaxiand, reportingto the ACB14,re-emphasizedthe
needfor promptaction. ‘l’heCcmmitteediscussedthe matteragainand
preparedthe followingstatement,whichI am transmittingto you ahead
of the full reportof the meeting,bmause of the urgencyof the
situation.

‘fReco@?!ingthe very unsatisfactoryoperationof the#BCC fromthe
inceptionof the contractuith NAS, realizingthe urgencyof the present
situation,and mindfulof the importanceof the knowledgeto be gained
in Japanto the UnitedStatesand to the world,the ACBM recommendsthat
the AEC discusswith the NAS the stepsnecessaryto improveradically
and immediatelythe operationof the ABCC. In the unanimousand con-
sideredopinionof the ACEM,.thisrequirestransferof the operating
contractfromthe NAS to anotherorganization,such as a universityof
groupof universities.lf

I sm very sorryto add anotherproblenrtothe numerousonesyou
alreadyhave,but it seemsthat onlyactionat a high levelcan
straightenout thepresentsituation.

Withkindestregards,I am,

Gluks

fourssincerely,

/s/ G. Failla

G. FaiIla
Chaiman, AdvisoryCcamitteefor
Biologyand Medicine



MINU’IES

Meeting of

Adviso~ Committeefor Biologyand14edicine

U. S. AtomicEnerg Commission
IdahoFallsOperationsOffice

IdAho-Ik, IdahO

March9 - 10, 1956


