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Friday, ii2rCh 13, 1953

.~{:crmc!?ationalL~bor~toqy

Division of iiiolo~icaland The Committee visited the new Biology
iledicalWsearch

BuildinC md spunt an interesting

Jrucs and his staff outlined the activities of the various pro~rms md

facilities of the l~bor::tori~swere insp~ctcd. Many comfiend~tionswere

d~y. Dr.

the

expressed





the Pacific Science Board,

IlniwetokS0 they COU~CiS~L

proposed project. Dr. Wilbur

were presently r.vail~blefor

there arc no faciliti~s available for

Wilbur ~.dvisedfurtkr that if usc is



hr. BuEher was of the opinion that a very

specific proposition ~~hictiinvolves particular p~oplcj particular programs, and

cost ~stimat~s could bc prep~red and made ava.ilatlcby the next meeting.

A list of Eniwetok facilities is attached

a5 ;.ppcndtillLt’*

Status of 1954 budGet Dr. du@lcr provided thtimeeting with an

informativercviow of the status of the 195~ budget as it pcrtatis to the i~C and

paticulzrly to tnc Division of diolo~y and ii:dicine. W told of the requirement
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LIST OF EPJIWETOKF.,CILITIES

Library, sports, fil~vi~sniGhtly.



THE ARGONNE CANCER RESEARCH HOSPITAL

Shields Warren, M.D.

(For Rel ase 1 P.M., March 1.4)

– We are today dedicating this Argonne Cancer Research Hospital

because of the faith of the American people that God in Whom we trust

has crc~ted an orderly universe, has endowed man with the power to com-

prehend that universe, and that as man gains that knowledge he can con-

trol and remedy disorder.

Cancer is basicr,lly a disordered growth of cells. Already certain

forms are keing cured, others being controlled. The ideal control is not

destruction of tissue, but channeling of the abnormal back to normal.

As new scientific tools ere found9 PeoPle look to the scientists

to evaluate those tools in terms of humo<nwelfare, T~t eval~qtion is

one of the major purposes of this hospital. It is symbolic of modern

medicine that this hospital does not stand alone. It is physically a

portion of a larger hospital, a medical school and a great university

and is intellectually a link between the medical school and the Argonne

National Laboratory of the Atomic Energy ConmissionJ bringing to the

sufferers from cancer those means of diagnosing and treating cancer that

have already been discovered and offering the hope of new means.

Just as this hospital is linked with others, so are the problems

of cancer, its varied causes, some known, some unknown, its recognition

and its cures, linked to the complex problems of growth, differentiation

and organization of cells.

Some not wholly fsmiliar with the field of atomic energy may ask,

‘lWhyis the Atomic Energy Commission interested in cancer?lt The oldest
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occupationa.1cancer known to n.m developed in the lungs of the miners of

‘ ~tal, due to the radioactivity liberated by theSc~eeberg and Joachlm-

uranium in the ores. In the words of the Atomic Energy Commissionts

Advisory Connittee on Biology and Medicine, ‘fCanceris a specific indust-

rial hazard of the atomic energy business.!! The skin cancers, the leuk-

exniasof the early radiologists, the leukenias present today in some of

the survivors of Hiroshina and Nagasc.kiare vivid reninders that uncon-

trolled radiation can cause cancer, just atihundreds of p~ople now living

can attest that controlled radiatic,ncures cancer.

The Atomic Energy Commission, in dealing with anounts of radio-

activity staggering to the kwgination, must protect its workers and its

neighbors and under its basic injunction fron the people it must, in the

words of Vice-chairnan Smyth, see ~tthatato:~icenergy is developed and

utilized tc improve the public welfarct~q

Through the wisdom of the late Senator Mclkhon, the basic atomic

energy act in Section 3 charges the Commission with the utilization of

fissionable and radioactiw materials for medical, biological and health

purposes. In the first appropriation act the 80th Congress specifically

made available sums for cencer rese?rch workj and the Joint Committee of

Congress on litomic Enur~ under both Republican and Democratic Congresses,

chaired by Senator Hickenlooper and by the late Senator McMahon, has con-

sistently encouraged this field of research.

In establishing its program in cancer research, the Atonic Energy

Connission recognized that privat~ philanthropy and public social conscience

hcd p.lreadyraadesignificant advances in the struggle against cancer, that

its program should complement rather than compete with existing efforts.

This it has done, and is turning toward human wellbeing its tremendous@

powerful sources of radiation and tools for research. Symbolic of this
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T.:utu311Yhelpful ~ppros,chis thleinti-;>terelationship of the Argonne

Cancer Research Hospit7.1,the Goldblatt Hospital, and the University of

Chicago Clinics.

– This hospital, operated by th~ University of Chicago, provides fac-

ilities for clinical investigation}not for routine medical care, to deter-

rine how radioactive naterials and oth~r sources of radiant energy can best

be used in cancer diagnosis and therapy. Near the Argonne National Labor-

atory~ partly staffed by nwnbers of thzt Labore.tory$th~ newest devclop-

nents in atomic en~rgy will bE zvailabl~ for its patients. Although a part

of and operated by the University of Chic~go, the hospital staff collaborates

with those of the imgonne N3.tionalLZbor~,toryand those institutions tkt

p~rticipate in the Argonne progrm. ‘i’hsi’itomicEnergy Commission has found

that this type of cooperative effort has been of grec,tadvmtoge both at

the Oak Ridge Cancer Hoopitp.1with it~ affiliated universities in the south

md at the Brookhaven Hospit~l with its associated universities in the east<

Directly related to effective c~re of patients and the development

of new and improved mthods of treatncnt is the training of the highly

skilled personnel needed for ths complex procedures. This training will

be provided and will s~rvc to dissem.inat(.the knowledge gained here. In

addition, some members of the pcrmment staff may be appointed from the

staffs of the Argonne participating institutions.

TO broaden the usefulness of the Hospital the research activities

may be entered into by qualifi~d nem.bcrsof the participating institutions,

provided these activities are properly coordinated with the main program

and are approved by the Eean and the Medical Advisory Corunittee. All

routine medical responsibilitiesare assumed by the University of Chicago.

This approach to cancer research gives opportwity for the effective

development of new advances in the cancer field, and provides a means by
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Which the facilities of government may bc made av>ilable to both private and

state universities, that the best aspects of all these may speed the poten-

tial applications of atomic energy for the benefit of the cancer patient,

‘Thechallenge is now to the staff to explore, to apply, to refine,

to tc;~chthe benefits and ltiitations of these new sources of energy. we

look to the Director, Dr. Jacobson and his r.ssoci~.te,Dr. Hasterlik, and

trust that they and their colleagues will met this challenge. We wish

then success, for their success is th~.tof all.



Chancellor Kingst3n, Dean Coggeshall, Ladies and Gentlenen:

It is said to be the hallmark of the best professions that they strive to
do away with the very conditions that maintain them. In this wise, priests,
rabbis and ministers seek to prevent the very waywardness, sorrow and spiritual
chaos that require professional help ad interim, Lawyers, by their counsel,.- -— .—
impadiality, reasoning and persuasive rhetoric, settle matters out of court
and thus forestall a more reckless and flamboyant recourse to the employment
of their eager talents, Teachers do themselves down by organizing corres-
pondence courses wherein the pupil is self-taught?and progressive education
reaches its zenith in the suicide of the instructor. Political theorists --
in occasional ccntrast to politicians--invite oblivion by insisting that a
people is best governed when it is least governed; and even politicians,
under some measure of stress, take gallant risks in hurling boomerangs marked
‘!throwthe rascais outttright into the teeth of November gales.

Doctors are no exception to this rule: indeed9 the medical profession
has so sharply reduced the incidence and severity of many diseases that in
order to triumph similarly over the remaining problems the physician must
call for help from phy~icists in his effort to conmit professional suicide.

A somewhat similar paradox attends the lif~ of a new hospital building.
By so much as it succeeds, it accumulates proud scars and unrepentant calluses.
Its huppy destiny is to build a demand unbelievably beyond its capacity to
serv~ and still survive. In just the measure the workers in this new building
transform the diagnosic and the treatment of cancer, the building will become
worn md torn ;:ndout of dzte--and that, I subr,it~is ~i splendid reverie in
all this freshness of t~uildingand perfection of contcntso

Indeed, rtiflectionon the future of this new structure brings me to the
most significant, the most heartening and the mo:,t:.ppropriatething I can say
to you. It is simple. It is direct. And it is a matter of the mind and
spirit. Speaking for the Advi30ry Co.mnitteeof the Division of Biology and
Medicine of the Atomic Energy Commission I say to you thlt we regard this
research unit with the liveliest satisfaction with ezger expectation, with
what I hope time will prove to bs intelligent understanding cnd loyal
sympathy--and with cnndid dependence on the University for its response to our
confidence. If there were some symbolic ritual that could convey and so
reinforce all these thoughts md feelings, this faith r,nathese hopes~ I
would witness its performance in rapt attention. Ths comfort of rites and
rituals is that they let you remain sptiechless--which is sometimes the highest
kind of eloquence.

Perhapsj through mischance or human frailties, this effort will fall short.
But perhaps We are attending today an occasion whose signific~ce will prove to
reach far beyond our under-exercised imaginations. We are embarked on an
adventure, an cdventurc that will be the ketter for every talent enlisted~ for
every effort spent, for every jealousy curbed, for every gift given, and every
abiding hope sustained.

March 14, 1953 Alm Gregg, M.D.
Chicago, Illinois


