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SUMMARY OF U.S.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR ENIWETOK

Micronesia was
!1:2.”5nd‘is

contemporaries of the 16th
“~h-esuccessive claims of Spainj Germany,

and n~~te to the islands by the,$~eagueof Nations
following World War I. 2, 1947, the United Na%ions placed these
former J=panese mandated islands under trusteeship of the U.S;, and they
became the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands (TTPI). When the U.S.
fo~n~ly accepted this trusteeship on July 18, 1947, the President issued
E~ecQtive Order 9875 which designated the -t~,~ of the Navy to
administer the TTPI. On June 29, 1951, E %i%l%%d% {lo?!?:,*T.:s=i*ded
E.O. 9875 .and placed the administration o the TTPI under the ~g~e~ary
d=fthe Interior, who has retained this responsibility to the present.

Eniwetok itself was secured by the E ,:,,:2:$~k.Expeditionaq Group>
3!FB?TG 51.11 o~rl?ebruary22, 1944. A“.. taryngovernment was established

there on March 2, 1944, under Navy jurisdiction. The military government
was replaced by civilian administration after E.O. 9875, although the
Navy continued as the responsible goveruent agency. On December 2, 1947,
the U.S. representative to the U.N. notified the Security Council that as

n.order,@to.conduct.,~$ec~~.~i~..,.,%A,,.......
This established the Eniwetok

P%ving Ground (EPG), which included both Bikini and Eniwetok.

The DOD $ad agreements with Interiorto conduct testing operations at EPG,
but the -ever,.formalized in writing its participation. However, after
all testing had ceased in the Pacific, the AEC entered into a written
agreement with the Navy (the DOD agent at .re.li,nquishingits right
to mo~,$-$,$...heAEC property on En i3*....

etok&l%&@QxP LxY.&&!Q?% ch.exists todayandils.:::
ow located on#Eriiw”etok$lIsland.’wi o“tein this agreement is

-
paragraph 4, which reads:

I

\!“4. AEC agrees to provide periodic radiological survey of EPG
and to advise the Navy of radsafe problems in these areas so as to
protect the Government of the United States. Costs for surveys
specifically requested by DOD will be borne by DOD.”

\
9

v,;&completecopy of this agreement is attached.
\

Subsequent to this,
&

the ayy transferred Eniwetok to the Air Force effective
July 1, 1965. ?!ir Force ~eco~ds Sh& “that they r’es~urned it ‘i&’rnmriOr Otl

November 29, 19%9.
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