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SUZJECT: Responsibilities for Care and Disposition of Native Inhabitants
of Rongelap and Utirik Atolls

TO: Yanager
Santa Fe Operations Office
Box 5400

Albuquercue, New “‘exico

1. ¥r. James E.Aﬁeeves of your agency telephcned this headquarters
16 June and discussed with Colonel Dyars, J-3 Division, Headquarters JTF
SEVETY, the status of Vr, Thomis A, Harcdlson as representative of General
Clarkscn on mabters concerning the care and dispecsition of evacuated na-
tives., The question Is pertinent clrce you assumed en Juqe full respen-
sibility for all Al matters pertaining to the Pacific Proving Grounds,

2. On 14 ¥ay 195k, CINCPACFLT recuested CJTF SEVEY to advise that
agency of the name of the person vho vould represent CJIF SEVEN in the
Forviard Arca after the personnel of leadguarters, JTF SEVEN returned to
washington., In order to avoid the necessity of leaving indefinitely at
Eniwetok a staff.officer of this hcadguarters, CJIF SIViN designated ¥r,
Hardison his represzntative at Eniwetok in connection with the disposition
of native inhabitants of Pongelap and Utirik Atolls. Mr. Hardison visited
Kwajalein and YajJuro Atolls several tim:s and was ealnently well-qualified
to act as representative of CJTF SEVEN in this matter,

3. As you know, the native inhabitznts of Utirik Atoll have been re-
turned from Kwajalein to their home island. The native inhabitants of

Fongelap Atoll have been temporarily relocated for a period of about one
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year on Ejit Island of iajuro Aioll, while the radioactive contamination
of Fongelap decays to acceptable levels. It 1s not now contemplated that
extensive coastruction or fepair will be necessary on Rongelap Island wheq
the inhabitants of that atoll zre returned to thelr houes, Conseqﬁently,v
it 13 doubtful thot olues and llarver, Ine., ~nd the AZC Resident nglneer
at Zniwetok will b czlled upon to tzke further actlon in regard to.ﬁhe
care and dispositicn of the nutives. !r. ilardison is, therefore, relieved
of uny responuibility as CJTF SEVIN representative in this retter. The
Co:zmander, Tesk Group 7.2 will represent CJTF SzVEN at Inivietok on any.
problem which wmight arise in regard to the natives,

L, The rosponsibilities of interested agcncles Zoe the continued
care and dispositicn of the natives of Fongelap and Utirik Atolls are de-~
lineated for your inforisiticn as follows:

a. CILICPAC has overall respensivility under the Depart;ent of
Cefense for the completion of the project for the restoration of atolls,
vith 420 assistance, and er the return of inhabitants. CINCPiC delegated
to CLCFACFLT its responsibility in this ccnnection. CIHCP:iCFLT instructed
CO'HAVSTEX T AJ Yo coordinatae and act as its local representztive in the dis-
charge of CILiiCF. CFLT responsibilities in connecticn with the displaced na-
tives. OO JIAVSTAK''AJ designated LCDR Ecbsrt ¥, Tlells the Projec§ Officer
to represent CINCPACFLT interests,

b, The routine welfare and care of all Yarshall Island natives
ars continuing responsibilities of the iiigh Cowalssioner, Trust Territory

of the Pacific Islands, as agent for Fepartient of the Interlor.
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¢. The Division of Biology and Medicine, AZC, will coﬁtinue to
monitor the physical condition of the native inhabitants of Rongelap and
Utirik Atolls who were exposcd to radicactive contaninzticn as a result
of the first shot of the CASTLE series, DPartles of medlcal and radsafe
personnel under the dlrcction eof Division of Tlology v¢nd adicine, AEC,
will visit the neiives and the etolls cencerned periodically in order to
obscrve the medical kLo; ress of the natives and to zscertain the earliest
possible time for the return of the Fongelap natives to their homes., The
first visit of this Ail-sponsored group is planned for fugust or Septesber
of this year. Feprescatatives of ihis headguarters willl accompany the
70 partye

d, Jif SzvEd naturally has a coatinuing inlsiest in this matter,
JTF 5%V has furnished funds to pay certalin rmedical expenses for the natives
while ot Kwajalein, for the procurensnt of livestock to replace that lost
as a result of the contanination, for the constructicn of a temporary vil-
lage at !lajuro fLoll, for the purchase of food and clothing supniies, and
for cther purpos és. JTR S7VEN will centinve to provide funds for the pro-
vision of food for the Rongelap natives while they ars at lajuro and will
pay for initial food stocks when they ars returned to thelr homes. CTG
7.2 will regresent CJTF SZVEN at Tnivetok in connection with disposition
of Utirik and Rongelap natives in the event zny problems arise which can
and must be handled at the Pacific Proving Grounds,

e

5, Santa Fe Operations Office has no routine responsibilitlies for
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the continued care and disposition of these natives. The erectlion of the

teaporary village at Yajuro under the supervision of Ur. HMardison was per-

forred with pro—ptness and efficlency. According to raoports received here,

T

the construction is cxzcellent. The assistance and cooperation provided by
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