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26 Feb 1953 

Ml;'!.IORANDUI.I FOR TiIE SECRETARY OF T I E  A R i l Y  
SECRET/\2Y 01' TIIE IiAVY 
SECliETARY OF T I E  AIR FORCE 

SUBJECT: Use of Human Volun tctsrs in' Experimental Rcsr+;~r-ch , .: * 

1. Dascd upon c recommcmlntion of the Armed Forces Ifcrlical 
P o l i c y  C o u n c i l ,  that  httnwil sub jcctr; bc cmplcrycd,: under  ~ c P o c J I ~ ~ : : ~ ~  
sa fcguar~ l s  , as the o n l y  E c a s i b l c  rllc.ins for realistic cvalt!;rt=iolr 
a i i d / ~ r  5cvr:lopment of cf fcct  ivc Frcvcn t ivc  measures o!: .Icfz;~r,e 
aqiiinsi: atomic 
fort16 bc!.a:.i w i l l q o v c r ~ ~  t l w  use of human v o l u n t k e r s  by thc  
Dcpa-kwrlt  of Defense in c x p c r h s n t a l  research in the f i e l k  
of atomic, blolo5ical  and,/ox chemical warfare. 

By r c a s m  of the b a s i c  mcc7ica.t. r e s p o n s i t i l i t y  i n  conncc t i  
w i t h  t b c  Rcvelopment of rfcf:mse of 3J.l typcs  a g a i n s t  atomic ,  
biological and/or  chemical warfare agsnts , Ar-nec Services pcrso.?l 
and/or c i v i l i a n s  011 duty a t  i i r s t a1 l ; i t i ons  angagc d i n  sach  rc-H?zixt 
sIw.:~l i x  permitted t o  act ivc ly  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  a l l  2nasas ut khe 
pi-oqralni, s u c h  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  shn3.1 bc subjcct to the io1 3 oviny 
coiicii t i w i a  : 

biological o r  chcmica!, agents,  the Folicy s;ct 

2 .  

a. The v c l u n t a r y  consent of Lhc human .ubject is 
a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l .  
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\gh.ich i I: .is to IIP c ~ ~ i ~ r ~ u c t - . - . r * r ? :  ;1 J 1 iJlconvcl~ir.!l~ccl..; 
2nd hazards rc4~.mnat~J.!8 tc? IC cxpcctcd; and tile 
effects u?m his h e a l t h  at' pcrsoll whj.cf1 may p o s s i b l y  
come from h i s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  the cxpcriment, 

( 2 )  The conccpt  of the 11urnin s u b j e c t  s h a l l  bc in 
w r i t i n g ,  h i s  siqnc~C111l-c shall bc a f f i x e d  to rl wrj . t tpn  
in s tumcn t  scttillcj forth s u l i s t a n t i a l l y  t h e  afore- 
mentioned requircracnts and sha l .1  be signed i n  t l ~ e  
prcscncc of ct l e a s t  onc w i t n e s s  who s h a l l  at:t:cst to 
such  signature in v r i t i n q .  

(a) I n  cxpcrimcnts whcrc pcr sonne l  E r o m  more 
than one Service arc itivolvcd the Secretary of t h e  
Service which i s  exerc i s ing  primary responsibility 
f o r  conductinq t h e  cxperimcnt is designated to prc- 
pare such a n i n s t r l r n b ~ ~ t  and c o o r d i n a t e  it for usc 
by a l l  t h e  Services having human v o l u n t e e r s  i n v o l v e d  
i n  the  experiment. 'I 

( 3 )  The d u t y  and r c s p o n s i b i l i t ) f  for  ascertaining 
the q u a l i t y  of t h c  consent rests upon each ind iv ic lunl  
who i n i t i a t c s ,  d i r e c t s  o r  engages i n  t h e  e-xpcrimcnt. 
I t  is a personal duty and respons ib i l . i ty  which may 
n o t  be delegated t o  another  with  impunity. 

b. T h e  experiment s h o u l d  bc such as t o  y i e l d  fruitFcl 
r e s u l t s  for the good of r,ocj.ct.y, unprocurnble k,y other methods 
o r  mcJns of s t u d y ,  and n o t  random and unneccssary i n  nnturc?.  

c. T h e  number of v o l u n t e e r s  used s h : l 2  be kept at a 
\ " 
> ,  minimum c o n s i s t e n t  with item b., above. 

d .  The expcrimcnt s h o u l d  he  so dcsi5:nEd and based on thn 
r e s u l t s  of animal experinlcntatiotl  and it knotrlecige of the n a t u r a l  
history of t h e  disease  or  o t h c r  problem undcr s t u d y  t h a t  the 
anticipated results will justify t h e  perfonnnncc of t h e  cxperimcr. -. 

c .  Thc experiment: should bz so conduc t [~d  as to avoid a i l  

No c x p e r i ~ n c n t  slioiild Ix conducted whcrc tllcrc is a n  

unnecessary p h y s i c a l .  m d  incntal s u f f e r i n g  alld L J I  j u r y .  

a p r i o r i  XC;ISOII  to bc1j.ct.c t h a t  d c n t h  or  d i s a b l i n g  i n j t l r y  wili 
occur. 

f ,  

y. The degree of risk to 'bc taken should never exceed 
t h a t  d c t c r m i n c d  by t h e  humani ta r ian .  importance of thc problem 
t u  bc so lvcd  by t h o  cxpcr imcnt .  

. .  
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4:' . h .  Propcr prcpaJ:stion s l i o ~ ! d  bc rnarlc and adcqimtc 
P a c i l i t i c s  provided to pr-otcct tire ccpcriaental subjcc t  against  
evcn rcmotc p o s s i b i l i t i e s  of i n j u r y ,  disability, or dcarh. 

i. The experimcnt  should  be c0:iducted on ly  by sc i cn t i f i=  
c a l l y  qualified pcrsons .  
should  bc rcquircd through 2111 stagcs O f  the experiment  Of those 
who c o n d u c t  or engage in thc CxpCrimcnt. 

The h i g h e s t  ifegrcc of s k i l l  and c a m  

j. D u r i n g  tlie course of thc expcrrilnent t h e  huiiian sul>jcct 
s l ~ o u l d  hc! at liberty to bring the c x p x i m z n t  t o  an cnd if hc has 
rcachcd tiic p h y s i c a l  o r  meatal s t a t c  whcrc c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h c  
exper iment  seems t o  him to be impossible. 

k. D u r i n g  the coursc of the espcriment  t h e  s c i e n t i s t  i n  
charge m u s t  be prcparcd to tcrninsrtc thc experiment  a t  any s t a g e ,  
if he has probable cause to bclieva,  in the exercise of, t h e  good 
f a i t h ,  s u p c r i o r  s k i l l  and careful judgment r e q u i r e d  of him that  s 
c o n t i n u a t i o n  of t h e  cxpcr i rmnt  is l i k e l y  t o  result i n  injury, dis- 
a b i l i t y ,  o r  death to t h e  expe r imen ta l  subject. 

1. The established po.licy,  which p r o l i i b i t s  the use of 
p r i s o n e r s  of war i n  human expc r imen ta t ion ,  is continued and they 
will n o t  be used under any c i r cums tances .  

a u t h o r i z c d  t o  conduct experiments j 11 connection with t l ic  develonnrz 
of c i c f ~ x c s  of all types z g a i n s t  a tomic ,  b i o l o g i c a l  and/or chcrnis? 
warfsi-c .iiC;cnts irivoIving thc ucc of iiwunn s u t j c c t s  w i t h i n  tfic 
limi is prcscxibcd above. 

!i 
3 .  The Secretaries of t h e  A m y ,  Navy and Air Force are 

\ . *  f 
4 .  I n  cach i n s t a n c e  i n  which  an  experiment  is proposed pur- 

s u a i i t  to this menorandurn, tlic n n t u r c  and purpose of t h e  propcxcd 
w x p c r i m c n t  cnd the name of t h e  person who : . t i l l  be in chitrgc of 
such c::pcr-i:wnt s h a l l  bc s u b n i t t e d  f o r  approval t o  the Scc rc t sxy  
of the military d c p x t m s n t  .in which the ~ ~ O ~ O S R C ~  exper imcnt  i s  tc: 
be coiidQctcd. Ro sgch cxpcri i rent  3 h l l  bc undertaken u n t i l  such 
Secretiry has approved i n  w r i t i n g  the experiment prcr$osed, t h e  
pcrson who will bc i n  cha rge  of canduct ing  it; as well as inf0xmj.r. 
t h e  Scc rc t a ry  of Defense. 

5. The addrccscs will be r c s p o n s i b l c  f o r  i n s u r i n g  eompliancc 
w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  mcmofandum w i t h i n  t h e i r  r c s p e c t i v e  
Scrviccs. 

/ s ign  cd / 
C.E.  WILSON 

Copics. f u r n i s h e d :  
J o i i i k  C h i c f s  of Staff 
Research 2nd Devcloprnent Board 
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