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TO: 

ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RADIATION EXPERIMENTS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036 
1726 M STREET, N.W.,  SUITE 600 

Col. Bailey 
Col. Brown 

DATE: January 28,1993 

RE; Dacumtnt Request on USAF Flashblindness Experiments 

Attached plcase find a document request to DOD and tn the Air Force concerning data on 
Air Force flashblindness experiments. Staff asks that you provide a response by Febnlwy 10. 
1995. 

The ACHRE staff has implemented a database to be used in tracking the status of agency 
rcquests. Each request is assigned a unique number so that the request may bc tracked, 
monitored and managed. We would be appreciative if you refer to the ACHRE document request 
number in any response you make to this request., including all correspondence and documents 
that you provide to the Committee. This number for this request is provided above in boldface 
and on the attached document request. 

It you have any questions or concerns please contact mc at (202j 254-979s. Thank you 
for your attention to this matter. 



ACHIH'E Request 01 28954,  Data on Air Forcc Flushblindness Experiments 

You have provided us a good deal of information on these expenmetlts which, with expert 
medical assistance, we are now ieviewing. 

On our initial cwiew, we have the foUowing questions 

1. AS recorded in the official rcports, at least some retinal injury appears LO have occurred 
in the experimentation. Were (a) any immediately injured individuals, or (b) all other subjects. 
made the subject of medical follow-up by the Air Force? IF so, we would appreciate my 
documentation or other information on the followup procedures, and the results of fnllowup. 

2 As attached, a document provided by DNA indicates recognition that the flashblindness 
cxpenments at the bomb tests were subject tu thc 1953 Secretary of Defense code on 
expenmentation. Is there documentation. or other infornia tion, showing that experiments 
performed following !.fie February, 1953 directive followed the directive? To the extent that the 
1953 directive itself was not followed, is there documentation or other information of specific 
disclosure and consent prctices? 

3. A 1954 memo located by ACHKE staffl also attached. indicatcs hir Force recognition 
that eye injury was occurring tu "tlun-experimental" bomb test observers and/or participamls. We 
attach a copy of this memo. The memo recornmends krther study and action. Is there any,record 
or other information on studies or actions undertaken as a result of the memorandum? 

As always, please let u9 know if the request needs amplification or clarification. 

Deadline: 02/10/95 
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Hq, USAFSAM Subject: 
to Recerrt Atomic Detonation 

Exminetion of t h e  Retina of LndividuiLLs Exposed 

5 .  It is requested t ha t  all available  data born these e x d n a -  
tiom be transmitted to the US&' School of Avietion Ledicine. Thae data 
should be recarded ct the earliest possi'cla time. 
the distance of the exposed individuals k o n  ground zero, the d i r e c t i o n  
of gaze at t b  zero) &and the  estimated tire a f t e r  zero a t  which t h e  
fireball w2s viewed. 
diately with zccurate descrip3ions end rJrewfngs. 
is considered en essent ia l  pert  of' she CPSQ d e s c r i p t i o n s .  
cameras and individuals r i i th  spec ia l  t rabicig in t h e i r  USQ are 3 o t  avail -  
cblo  i n  the erea at  this time, a cwera  or.d trained personnel who hme 
seen 8nh photographed such injuries, can be furn ished  by the USl'J School 
of Avigtion udicirte. 

They should include 

The l e s i o n s  in the eyes should be recorded imme- 
Retinal photography 

If M u s  

6. It m ~ ~ f  be enphcsfae? t ha t  an im.ediste exzminz.tion is of ut- 
noat importsnce. 
ledge of this economicall2 inportant eye injury in the human. 

Such eerlg dcta would g r e a t l y  add t o  our  present know- 
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LUdJECT OR $UYWbRT OF THE COYUUNICATIOH , 

Status of Humn Valunteers in Bia-&ieriFcd 
Experimentaticm - 

Cys 1 & 2 (whLte lztterhead) to addressee 
Cr 3 (green) to AG 
C7 L (yell-) to AG 
C7 5 (pin41 to AG 
Cy 6 (wtxftc) Surpcnls Reading ? S a  
Cy 7 (white) Surgeaals coneback copp far P i k  
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