January 8, 1953

¥ajor Gerneral H, B, Loper, Chlef
Aroed Forces Specisl Weapons Project
P. 0, Box 2610

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear General Loper:

Refererces is made to letter from Chlef, Amed Forces Specisl Weapons
Project, to Director of Military Application, file ST 400,112
datedsﬁ'ct,ober 15, 1952, on the subject of troop perticipation in
Operation UPSHDT-RIJTHOLE,

Your letter of October 15 requests Atomie Imergy Commission concume
rence in thres general proposals regarding this participation, The
first two proposals are a plan for raximua troop particination which
will apply to all shots, but with the degree of imlerantation for
each specific shot to be agreed 4n the field between the Test Direge
tor, Exercise Dircctor, and a representative of Arced Forces Special
Yeapors Project, The Atonic Energy Commission concwrs in the general
concept of these proposals bubt desires to nmalie several amendments

to the speeific arrangenents, These amendn:ints are desired becauss
of our belief that diagnostic expsrinents rust govern at UPSHOT in
the szie dagree that rdlitary effects rust goverm at KIDTHOLE. Thus,
thouzh maxirrm passible freedoz of operation =711 te grarted the
Exercise Dirzctor, the Qperations Plan for Coiration D2:ert Rock
Five rust be coordirated with ¢he Test Mana-2r's ovor-all Operations
Plan for UPSHIT-K'J)THOLE., This will recessitzie:

a, Jrint planning between the Test Minz-er, Excrcise Direce
tor, &nd tl= rerresantztive of Lrred Forces So:clal VWeamons Project
of phases of the Exerclse shilch involve activities within the Kava-
da Proving Grounds but outslde the assigned mansuver area, and in-
corporatisn of these activities in the Test Manzjer's Oporations
Plan,

be. Transdittel of the Exercise Director's plan for nmansuvers
within the essitned area t¢ the Test Kanarer,

¥here fuixrther detailed anendreris are desired, they appcar in Enclo-
sure I {0 this letter and refer to correshonding szctisns of Encloe
sure I to your lstter, As thus anended your first tws proposals are
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Reparding your last proposal, that the Departrent of Defense assums
full responsibility for physlical and radiolozical safety of troops
and troop observers within the Fevada Proving Grounds, including \
establighment of safety criteria for them, ths Atomic Energy Come ?
mission concurs in part, Establishing generd safety practice and
eriteria at ths Nevada Proving Grounds is, and mst contime to be
the responsibility of the Manager, Santa Fe Operations Office (Test
Manager), Ve do, however, accept the proposal that the Department
of Defenss assune full responsibility for physical and radioclogical
safety of troops and all observers accorpanying troops within the —
maneuver ar:as assigned to Exercise Desert Rock Five, including ‘
establishnent of suitable safety criteria, The Atoanic Bnergy Con-
mission adopts this position in recognition that doctrine on ths
tactical use of atoric weapons, as well as the hazards which mili-
tary personnel are required to urdergo during thelr trainine, mst
bes avaluated and determined by the Departmant of Defense,

£e-A

The Atomic Energy Commission has, h-wever, established safety limits

(outlined in paragraph 2a, Enclosure I} for personnel who are to be

exposed to tha effects of atomic detonations at Atomic Energy Come

mission Proving Grounds, We consider these limits to be realistis,

and further, are of the opinion that when they ere exceeded in any

Operation, that Operation may becore a hazardsus ome, So that we

ray know in which partdculars and by how ruch these safety standards ..
are being exceeded, we desire that the Exercise Diresctor transmit

to the Test Manager a copy of his Safety Plan for the Exerciss,

¥We note your undertdking to issue, in case of injury or criticisa

resulting from the Exercise, a public astaten=mt regarding the Depart-

pent of Defense's responsibility for the exercise, Tals question

has been discussed with tha Office of Public Liforzatiosn, Office of

Secretary of Defense, and the tex} of @ statement covering respone

sibility for safety standards at the Exercise has been agreed upon, —
It was further agreed that the most propitious ti=me to issus this

statezernt, from the point of view of both agencies, is during the

pre-Exercise press briefing, Accordingly we propose that the state-

ment be released at that tims by the Exercise Director through the

Joint Atomic Enzrgy Commission « Department of Defense Information

Office, The tedt of this statement is attached hereto as Enclosure —

.
3

“--nr"'ﬂ-‘f‘t C* E“ergY
i i ar's pitce
BRCHIVES .




-nrl_vnc""t c* ET“ ?FE'.Y

Detapimmt-

It is requested that you inform us of your acceptance, or desire
for further discussion, of these amendments to your proposals

50 that the field offices may bs given mutually sgreed ingtrus-
tlons %o govern their subsequent actians,

Sircerely yours,

M. ¥, Byyer
General Manager

Enclosurer

1, Enclosure I (Cys 1%2A)

2, Jraft Stalmxmeont on Safety Responsibility
for Troozs (2 Cys.)
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ENCLOSURE I

1. GENRAL
d. Coordination

The Atomie Bnergy Comnission regognizes the desif-

2bility of includfng uwhe Director Wempons Effects Tests

in planning for the exercise, We desire, however, that
direct comrmnication vetween the Test Mausager and the

Exercise Director be authorized if nscessary,

N<Y 11 Lt
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e, Flan
Although the movenent of troops within the assigned

exercise area is to be determned by ths Exercise Direc~
tor, specifis provisivn rmust be mads in the exerciss plan
to assure ron-interference with scientific experimernts,
and ejuipment for collection of data, within that Area,
It 1s desi»ad that the Exercise Director furnizh a cogr
of the exercise plan in advancs to the Test Manager for
inforration, On ths other hand, all movements of milia
tary psrsomne)l and vehicles outsids that area of the
Uavada Proving Grounds assigned to the Exercise will be
incorporated 4n the Test Director's Operatisn Plan,

}11 aircraft over the area vhatsvever, including heli-
7 ezters, drones, and TAC aml SAC aircraft, will be under
L \-A\Tathe control of thes Test Director prior to, and immediately

after, H-hour, Their participation mmst de included in

Certer,
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2. PROPOSID VORFING AGRERMENTS <
b. Change in Plan -I &
Any change in the original plan which involves ARG |
support may, although otherwise acceptable under these —
provisions, becars unacceptable to the Test Manager if _

suhzitted so0 late as to require excessive effort to
effect its inclusion,

¢, Maneuver Area

The area assigned the exercise on any one shot 1s
a matter for solution betwesn the field representatives,
It can be determiped only after consideration of the -
£inal requiremerts of all agencies for area at that
particular shot and cannot reasonably be decided away
fron the site, The Commissgion will rot place any
restrictions before the fact on the decision of the
Tost Marager in thig regard, It is anticipated, howe
ever, that a suitable and accepiadble sector will ordi-
narily be available for tiroop raneuvers,
. Salely e
ABC maxirmm Mmits for exposure of personnel to )
the eflects of atlomic detonations ares

1. Ionizing Radiationy A total exposure to mot over

3.9 Roentgens of gama radiation per 13 weeks.
2. Thar-al Radiation: BExposure to not over 1 calorie
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per square centimeter for a fully clothed individnal,
In addition, the eyes of a person 80 exposed must bg
protected either by approved goggles or by assuring
that they are facing away from thas blast and mot fac-
ing any nearby hizhly reflecting surfaces,

BLAST: Exposure to not over a static overpressure
8f 2 pounds per square inch, including direct, re-
flected, and reinforced effects, This does not takes

into accunnt possible injury from a. displacerent, or

'b. flylng debris, It is known that flying debris can

be & real hazard at a position shere the overpressure

in free air is 2 psi,

f. Adrittance of Militarv Personnel to ths levada Proving

Grounds,

Access of personnel to the Nevada Proving Grounds is,

and mst continue to be, solely the responsibility of the

Test Managzer, Only in this way can he execute his respone

sibility for safeguarding Atomie Energy Commlsslon classie-

fied mpatter therein. BHe will, however, make satisfactory

arrangements with the Director keapons Effects Tests and

the Exercise Director to admit participating troops and

troop observers,
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h, ADDITIONAL DETAILS ARE AS FOLLOWS:

e, Indoetrination

It 43 the opinian of the Comission that very few,
if any, troops or troop observers will have a need to
imow the purpose or the detalls of construction of
Atordic Energy Comrnission exparimental devices beirg
detorated in this series,

8, PURLIC IWFORIATION

Paragraph 6 should read:
¥411 nublie information, including releases, stateuents,
interviews and backzrounding relating to the Exercisas
will be issued throuzh or approved by the Joint ATC-DOD

Public Informstion Office,®

Yepartme-t of Enetcy
Histor® = ."7‘.'_:
| S




P i i

BICLOSVRE X

DRAF? STATEMENT OF SAFLCTY RESPONSIBILITT FOR TROOPS

(To be issued by Exercise Director through
Joint Information Office at Las Vegas or
at press briefing prior to first test)

"Tre Depari-ent of Defense has assuned responsibiiity for
the safety of troops participating in military exercises at the
v, 5. Atomie Encrgy Cormission's Xevada Proving Grounds,

f}414tary monitoring tears trained by AEC radiation safety
monitors at previous tests will govern the movenent of troops
in test areas to prevent exposure to harmful radiation, The
maximm parsissible level of radiztion for troops who will par-
ticipate will be slightly higher than the AEC's standard indus-
trial level, Individual troop units, however, will taks part in
only one test whereas the ARC standards were established for workers
w215 are faced with pissible exrosure every day in laboratories and
aradietisn facilities, #The raximnm parmissible level for troops
under Tenartnent of Defense stand:rds is far below that at which any
detecta®le radiatisn effects hzave be:n found in the hunzn body,

®)ithier hazards, sich as hcat and blast, will be controlled by
the oositions 4n which troops are placed and by the use of speclally

desi-rad corbat-type suelters,”

#This sentence will be includad in the anndurcement only if the DOD .
permissible level established for troops actuzlly is *far below that
at which any detectable radiation effects have been found in the human
body,” - Deterziration that the statenent is factual will be made by
Bislogy and YMedielns and Military Application from the Exercise Direc~
tor's !Safety Plan with Information Services acting as coordinater,
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