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L t  Col McDonnel/ml j/5 2793/1B699a 
6 ~ a y  1953 

312Y3 
SkPeF-6 969.6 

SUBJECTI Exposure Records of Personnel Participsting in A t d c  

31244 , hapans Tests 

Identical l e t t e r s  sent t o  TO: Assistant Chief of 3taff, E 3  
Departaent of the Army 
Washington 25, D. C, OP-36 and AFOAT 

1. Pire Division of Biology and Medicine of the AtollcLc aergy 
Ctxd.ssian has establiahed a mcblne r e c o d  system for  maintaining 
exposure records of personnel participating in atauic weapons tests.  
The Ai% has requested authorization f m  this headquarters t o  include 
in t h l s  system the eqosure records of milltary personnel participating 
ia these teats. The AEC has requested t h e  folLoPring information on 
military peraonneli 

FLU name 
Activity (program and project numbers) 
HW organization 
Kank and s e r i a l  nuslber 
Inclusive dates of exposure 
Total exposme 
W e a l  ex4nthation (U any), date and place only 
Documentation of overezposures (a par-& m cirnrmstances 

under which the overexposures were obteined) 
. 

The basic request for this information does not define the term "mer- 
exposurem. Hcwmer, based m predous eqmrlence at wsapone tests, 
overexposures EM be defined as any expsures in excess of 3.9 roentgens. 
'he $ further s ta tes  that these records w i l l  be ayailable t o  the 
Departme& of Defense. 

tests i s  now included in n o d  operations of  radde  procedures. It 
i d  the  present policy that this list Is conpiled a t  the cmcluaioa of 
the operatian for  transmission t o  interested agencies. The firpt six 
items are thus @as* obtainable by axtraetion -this record. The 
laat  two items repreasnt additional procedures not n o m a w  regarded 
ss standard radiological safety practice. These I tems ace considered 

2. The documentation for individual e x p o m s  obtained at weapons 

HRE-0413 



sI.IP!P-6 969.6 
Subject: Exposure Records of Persmel Participating In A W C  

K e a p n s  Tests 

t o  be r m d i d  records which are normally kept by t h o  lolilftary 
service. It is requested that tkgs heodquctrters be furnished 
with your policy concenrLng the transmission of this bifornation 
t o  t i  non-milltary organization, in this case the A t d o  Energy 
CcollcLssian. 

A. $7. LUEDECKE 
Brigadier General, 
Acting Chief, AFSWI' 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD: The DBM of the AEC has req the l i s ted  
items be transmitted t o  them on a l l  mil pers participating h 
weapons tests; since these items are regarded as medical records, 
Services are queried fo r  policy guidance. 

GMM 
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SUBJECTr Brposure Recorda of Personnel Participating in A t d c  
Meapom 'feats 

To: Assistant Chief of Staff, 6-3 
Departmemt of the An+y 
WashingtOn 25, D. C. 

Idantical le t ters  sent t o  the 
0p-36 and the AFOAT 

1. The Mvfslan of Biology and Eadlcine of the Atanlc Wrgy 
Camisaim has established a mache record systepa for aaintsbbg 
expoarus records of personnel participating in atcsaic weapons tests. 
Ihe AEC has requested anthorhatiw itom thps heaaquartera to iDcltrde 
in this -em the exposure reconis of lnilltary psrrpormel particjpatiag 
in these teS0a. 'Ihe AEC has requeded the f o l l m b g  zaicuaatiat on 
mllitarg personnel; 

under w h l c h  the overexpaurea w e r e  -&hind). 

'pie bade l q t W 8 t  for t h i s  information does not daflne the C m  Wer- 
exposure". 
to the Dqmtnent of Defense. 

'fhe BEC further states that these mords w 5 l . I  be aoailabls 

2. It is requested that this headqwrhrs be i?uniahsd g\lldanco in 

ueapana taatts. 

iuOFifiDINATING 
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Lt Col McDonnel/mlj/52793/lB65% 
23 April 1953 

84 APR 1953 

John 5. war, M. D. 
Division of Biology and &&kine 
U. S. J.tomic mera C d s t d o n  
Washingtoo 25, D. c. 

Dear rroctor Etughar: 

Reference i s  made t o  ;your l e t te r  of 8 April 1953 on the 
subject. of FersarmeJ. dosimetry records. 
Collison, Radiologic61 Safety Officer for the ASevado Proving 
Grounds, has been in8tructed t o  transmit t o  gpo all exposure recorda 
of eivillan persamael par l i c ipa thg  i i k  the c u r r a t  t e a t s  in N%v&da. 

kqrrauure rocords of Biilltary perawnel af.~ ccms$dered par t  
of the  inclfvidus.l*e nedicel record. Since these nedicdL records 
are maintained bj  thb indilridual Services o f  the  m, Wavy, W A ~  
Air Farce, the Services have been queried caccarning C& wishes ia 
thi6 slatter. 
ae it becmes availtrbls. 

Lientanant Colonel Tma D. 

I shall be happy to tParislnit this iaforqaatfon as 8000 

colonel, U W  
lJ@ ?F staff 

MEMORANDUM FOB THE BECORD: The DBM of the AEC rsq fol on mil pars 
par t ic ip  in current tests in Nev: fullname, act ivi ty  (prog and F'roj 
n d e r s ) ,  home org, rank and ser no, inc l  dates of exposure, t o t a l  
exposure, med exam ( i f  any) date and place only, *and documentation of 
overexposures. 
were obtained.) 

t o  eUminate t h i s  r e p t i t i o u s  procedure before each test, both in NFG and PFG. 

(A para on circumstances under which t h e  overexposures 
Since t h i s  info i s  considered part of indiv mod record, - t he  Services are being queried forpolicy guidance in this matter in order 

GMM 
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UNITED STATES .- 

ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION 
WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

The Chief 
Armed Forces Spec ia l  Weapons Project  
P. 0. Box 2610 
Washington, D. C. 

Attention: Surgeon's Office 

Dear S i r :  

During the  pas t  s e r i e s  of nuclear detonation t e s t s  a v a r i e t y  of 
records has been made of r ad ia t ion  expos-me f o r  the  pa r t i c ipa t ing  
personnel. 
E n e r a  Commission is now proposing t h e  s tandardizat ion of c e r t a i n  
of these data  and the  maintenance of permanent records in  its f i l e s .  
This proposal has been approved by the  in t e re s t ed  p a r t i e s  within 
the  AFX. 
Ground i s  under t h e  d i r ec t ion  of L t .  Col. Thomas Coll ison of the  
AFSR F i e l d  Command, vie wish t o  reques t  t h a t  he be authorized t o  
fu rn i sh  us with the  information indicated below a t  t h e  completion 
of the  current  tests. 
of permanent records and wi l l  be avai lable  t o  the  Department of 
Defense as w e l l  as t h e  AEC: 

The Division of Biology and Medicine of  the  Atomic 

Since the Radiological Safe ty  Unit  a t  the  Nevada Proving 

These data  w i l l  be incorporated i n t o  the  f i l e  

1. Fu l lname  
2. 
3. Home organizat ion 
L. 
5. Inclusive dates  of exposure 
6. T o t a l  exposure 

--7. 
8. 

Act iv i ty  (program and p ro jec t  numbers) 

Rank and s e r i a l  number (mi l i ta ry)  

Medical examination ( i f  any): da te  and place only 
Documentation of overexposures ( a  paragraph on 

circumstances under which the  overexposures were 
obtained) 

Sincerely yours, 

&vision of Biology and Medicine 
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THE N A T I O N A L  A R C H I V E S , , ~  
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ITB: T h i s  Routing and C o n t r o l  Sheet  will remain attached t o  this c m u n f c a t i o n  o o r i l  a l l  a c t i o n  r e -  

Ltx  - socc 

A&, !lash., D.C. 

Series of Nuclear detonat ion t e s t s  


