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Commanding Officers of Ships Listed in
Enclosure {(A).

.mlect: Ships, Radlological Safety of.

g:erence: (a) CJTF-1 Confidential letter, serial 075,
dated 19 August 1946,

(b) CJTF-1 Confidentiagl dispatch 2821102
of August 1946.

.z.osure: (A) List of ehips present at Blkini for
suffiolent period following Test Baker
. as to be rallologically suspect.

(B) Technical instructions for
Radlological ljonitors (Conf.)

(C) Radlological Safety Instructione to be
followed by ell ships pendling cozplete
monitoring and clearance. ’

(D) Copy of CJTF-1 Confidential letter, -
serial 075 of 19 August 1946..

Reference (a), which le Enclosure (D) hereto, sets

- wad

t:oplete and finel rad.ological clearance could be given

b4
be
fr-~-n certain steps which would have to be taken before

¥ &y ship which was at BIKIKI Atoll after Test BAYER., It

vis considered at that time that the steps prescribed 1n
tna% letter would be sufficient, but further infcrazatlon
v.- results of laboratory analyses have inlicated that
aiiitional safeguards are required. After discussion with
£:I7-1 Radiologicel Safety Adviser, CoxzServPec in his
€:2111 August prooulgated to type cozuanders and district

- ::z-andants certain steps which would have to be taken,
a2 recoazended reassembling at San Francisesco the ghips

v.ich had been subjected to possible contaninaticn. This
f.coatch proposed a criterion of 10 days prepence ab
ilxinl after July 25 as constituting a possibllity of
2nsznination, but CJTF-1 in his 262110 stated that he
tirsidered all addressees of Reference (a) (and of this
ietter) as suspect, despite the fact that scze of them

%:3 been present less than 10 days, Also in his 282110 |
STr-]1 concurred in the assembling of the afrected ships
¢t San Francisco for resurvey and radlolegical clearance,
¥ith the provision of facilities also af Pezrl Harbor, and

- vagl

*ne flying of monitors and equipment to Guaz To provide
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sahject: Ships, Radiological Safety of

resurvey and clearance there for ehips which had proceeded
to the westward from Blkinl, Later, when it appeared that
san Francisco might be unduly crowded by the asseabling
shere of such a large nuober of ships, CJTF-1 arranged

¢or the expansion of the monitoring organization to include

» - -

the othér princlipal west coast ports (the headquarters,

adw

rowaver, resaining at San Francisco under COM12).

2. CKO 302200 of August directed that when shlps arrived
et the West Coest, Pearl Herbor or Guan, carrying boats
vzich had been exposed to radiologicel contanination,

euch boats were to be nonitored under the direction of the
District Medlcal Officers, end boats which were found to be
uncafe were to be sunk at sea in deep water.

5. The purpcse of this letter 1s to advise individual
cozzanding officers of the foregoinz sequence of '
cozzunicatlons (most of which were addressed only to type
ccozanders and district conmandants), end also to
gum=arize sefety precautione and give inforaation es to
tre oonitoring and clearance organization and procedure.

4., Enclosure (C) constitutes a suzaary of safety
precautions which should be followed until coaplete and
final radlolozicel clearance has been obteined, It
gnould be eaphasized that the "clearance” which all
erlps obtalned before leaving 3Blxinl was only a
perzission to sall, and did not constiiutc a clearance
vithin the peaning of this letter,

5. Enclosure (B), the technical instructions for
ponlitors, is included for inforzation,

6. It will be noted that the 1list of addressees of this

letter (which s also a 1ist of ships which zust e
considered radlolozlcally suspect untll cleared) does

not include ships which were a part of the tarzet array,
cven thoush later re-nanned and new cpersting, Such

éhips v11l be handled and cleared by Cozzander Navel Task
roups.

7. The Radlcloglcel Organization 1s es follows:

(). CJTP-1, Washington, D. C,, through his
Rzilolozical Safety Adviser, will definc the policy to .
be followed by the monitoring organizetion.
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(b). Captaln W, E. WALSH, MC, USN., JTF-1 Hedlcal
officer, operating from the office of the District .
liedical Officer, Twelfth Naval District, will coordinate
the monltoring work necessary for final clearance at
Pearl Harbor, T.H,, and on the VWest Coast. He will
obtain and assign to the District Medical Officers of the
1lth, 12th, 13th, l4th Naval Districts, and Gusd necessary
zoritors and instrunments, He will prozulgate end
distribute Technicel Instructions to the Radiological
conitors.

(c). 4&n _advisory board of genlor civilian sclentists
is _avalleble to Captaln WALSH, es_are necessary leboratory

facilitfes.

(d). Tke Radiological Safety Officers or zonitors
will be assigned to the District liedical Officers for
géxinistration and will nsks the actuzl surveys.

8. Aes each of the suspect shipe reacheg the port to which
it has been ordered for radiclogical monitoring and
clearance, 1t .will arrange with the District Medical’
fficer for monitoring, The monitoring organlzatlion, under
the District Medical Officer, will make a thorough survey
of the ship, and provide advice and technlcal asslstance
in the elizination of such contazinaticn as is found.
VWnen the ship is found to be gafe for unrestiricted use - .
(elther as a rosult of initial monitoring or after
decontanination work) the monitoring organizaetion will so
edvise the District Comnandant, who will the: address a
digspatch to the ship giving radiocloglical clesrance, and
including as info adees CNO, CJTF-1, CinCPac, Bulled, and
the ehip's type commander. In sode few cases it nay be
found inmpossible to elininate certain of the contaalnation;
in such cases a conditional clearence will be given,
setting forth what further decontamdnatlon will be
required and what preceutions aust be taken in the interin,
Such conditional cleerances, however, arc highly undesirszble
in that they 1imit operation eand will eventually cause-
inzobllization through lack of nelntenence; accordingly
they should be given only when the elininetion of the
conta=inetion is manifestly iopracticable, and only efter
Ceptain WALSH (Para 7(b) above) has been consulted to
insure thzat there are no further feclillities which night

avall,

9. In addition to the above dlspatch report, the nonitor-
ing organization will forward by nell a cccplete report of
the conditions found on each ship, to BuMed with coples
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to CN0, the ship's type coanander, CJTF-1, CinCrac, the
ghip, end Captein V. E. WALSH (}C) Usi., care District
Yelical Officer, 12th Navel District,

E
o
S

10. Once thils progran 1s underwey the Chief of Naval
Cperativns will issue & weekly sundery ehowing the current
radlologicel status of each ehip listed in Eaclosurc (4),
this to be sent to £l11 Inforocation addressees of thils
letter. :

]

11, District Medicel Officers are regquested to prepare
céeguate coples of Enclosure (B) for usec by the
Redlologicel Safety llonitors under their coznlzance.

12. It is eesentisl thot 4t be undercstcdl thot there is

¢ eerious potentlel hozoxrd Invelved noly, wa-cl reCLircs

ciose etiension to the psofesusrds 1213 cown in Enclosure

(C)e It Anvolves izportant fectors whose presznce in

coprecloble quantiiy heas been definitely detercined only

efter the departure of zost ships freca Bikinl. There 1s

no reason to believe that eny personnel hzve been subjected

to any serious hazard as yet but the safety preceutlons

issucd as Enclosure (C) hercewith nust be rigldly observed
-untll g Roadiological survey hos been zmede and clearznce

glvan,
'
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Rear Adziral, U.S.N.
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fubject: ~_~_Ships, Radlological Safety of. L
ce: (cont) '
Con 14 :
CoaVWesseaFron .
CoHawsea®ron [

Co=NavShipyard Mere Island
CozoNavShipyard Bremerton i
CozllavShipyard Terainel Ieland 3
ConllavSnipyard Pearl Harbor , ~ ;
Cii3 Pearl Harbor ' : T
Con Mariensas
Cl3 Guan
CoalMavPhil
BuShips
ConGenManhattan District
CTG‘ 1.2 e )
Badsefe JTF-1
CIG 1.3
ConDesRen 7
ComDesDiv 72
Co=ServDiv 11
DS
Ceptain W, E. Walsh, MC., USK.,

c/o District Medical Offlcer,

12th Naval Dlstrict.’
Condr., E. P, Harris, MC., USI.,
U3S HAVEN (4PH-1129,
c/o FPO San Franclsco.
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