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In highly cnd :mic areas ‘colonic polgps are a common N
complication of schistosomiasf’s. Extensive pogypos1s may
occur and is usually-associated w1th significant morbidity
and mortality.” Recent st udies have shown that niridazole
is an effective therapeutic agent in this condition and
‘may be associated with pdlyp, regression. The purpose of
this study was to determine by direct. visual 1nspect10n
and biopsy, the effect of medical therapy in a group of .
patients with schlstObomal pOlYpOblb Fifteen patients
with schistosomal colonlc polyposis, documented by barium -
enema and colonoscopy, were evaluated prlor to treatment.
All patients had viable schistosomal eggs in the stool and
on rectal biopsy. Clinical preséntation was characterized
by a long history of schistosomiasis with several months
of diarrhea and hematochezia.. Hepatosplenomegally was a
common phy51ca1 finding, and laboratory examination re-
vealed anemia in addition to abnormal liver function studi
A1l patients were treated with niridacole. Post- ~treatment |§
studics have been completed at 3, 6, and 12 months. All .
patlents are symptom free and have shown marked improve-
ment in physical status, aboratory studies, barium enema,
and colonoscopy. The innumerable fungating, necrotic,’
polypoid masses scen’on initial examination have graduall)f;
regressed, while stool tultures and colonic biopsy show ncl
viable eggs. Examination of post-treatment rectal biopsy
]&\LdlLd no significant hlstologlc abnormalities. These
data support the efficacy of medical therapy in the treat
nent of sch1stosoma1 polyposis and indicate that the poly
posis may bg a reversible 1e51on



