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CBPTRIAXONB I N  THB OUTPATIBNT TRBATHZNT OF SUSPBCTED 
OCCULT BACTEREMIA 

(ABSTRACT) 

One of t h e  most d i f f i c u l t  p e d i a t r i c  problems t o  t rea t  i a  
t h e  i n f a n t  o r  c h i l d  who p r e a e n t s  w i t h  a high f e v e r  and no 
apparent  Bource of in fea t ion .  I n  r e o e n t  y e a r s  t h e r e  has  been 
i n t e n s e  interest  i n  t h e  young c h i l d  who has  an e n t i t y  c a l l e d  
'ocoul t  bacteremia".  I t  is known t h a t  most of t h e s e  c h i l d r e n  
clear t h e  bac teremia  wi thout  s p e c i f i o  t r ea tmen t ,  b u t  some go 
on t o  have s i g n i f i c a n t  " invas ive"  d i s e a s e s  ( i . 0 .  m e n i n g i t i s ,  
pneumonia, o e l l u l i t i s ) .  The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  of t hese  o h i l d r s n  
and t r ea tmen t  s t i l l  needs t o  be s t u d i e d  i n  large proapeot fve  
p r o j e c t s .  

T h i s  s tudy ,  designed by t h e  p e d i a t r i o  i n f e o t i o u s  d i s e a s e  
personnel  a t  T r ip l e r  Army Medical Cen te r ,  needs s e v e r a l  major 
c e n t e r s  t o  pa r t i c ipa t e  i n  o rde r  t o  gather enouph d a t a  f o r  
s t a t i s t i c a l  a n a l y s i s ,  and D r .  Bass ham n p e o i f i c a l l y  asked 
t h a t  t h e  Naval H o s p i t a l  S m  Diego be involved.  

be e l i g i b l e  i f  t hey  p r e s e n t  w i t h  f e v e r s  over 103 degreeu P., 
p l u s  havo t o t a l  w h i t e  oounts  on r o u t i n e  oomplete blood oount 
of over  15,000. Ilo source  of i n f e u t i o n  can be found on 
r o u t i n e  phymioml exan and t h e  o h i l d  should n o t  have rooeived 
a r eoen t  DPT immunization w i t h i n  48 houra.  Completo blood 
c o u n t s ,  blood o u l t u r e s ,  u r i n e  a n a l y s i s ,  and ohea t  x r r t r  rill 
be obta ined  on eaoh s t u d y  o h i l d  a f te r  a p p r o p r i a t e  informed 
consent  is ob ta ined  from t h e  p a r e n t  o r  legal guardian.  The 
o h i l d r e n  w i l l  be randomly t r e a t e d  w i t h  e i t h e r  IX C e f t r i a r o n o  
o r  o r a l  Augmentin and followed up w i t h i n  24-36 hours by one 
of t h e  i n v e s t i g a t o r s .  R e s u l t s  of t h e  blood o u l t u r e s  and 
repeat examination w i l l  gu ide  f u r t h e r  management of t h e r e  
p a t i e n t s  whioh w i l l  e i t h e r  be t o  repeat t h e  dose of 
C e f t r i a x a n e  or oont inue  Augmentin, or mtop therapy i f  t h e  
c u l t u r e s  remain n e g a t i v e  a t  72 hours  and t h e  o h i l d  is well. 

S t a t i s t i c a l  analyrrir w i l l  be done a f te r  d a t a  i u  
c o l l e c t e d  and t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  t h e  primary i n v e s t i g a t o r 6  a t  
T r i p l o r  Army Medical Center.  

Chi ldren  from qgss 3 month8 t o  three y e a r s  of age w i l l  


