Ir Reply
Refer To:

UNITED STATES SUBMARINE BASE, NAV1.960822.025
NEW LONDON, CONNECTICUT.

Serial

15 December 1944.

Ow. R. B. w.. (m) U.B.ll.,
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
Navy Departnext,

Washington, D. C.

Dear EBarle:

Bajoyed talking with you the other afternoon and am
glad to know that you are still in Washington.

I an enclosing a oopy of ocur "Porm X" for the asroe~
otitis media project that is now being coandweted here. I
balieve this is golng to contribute something worth while in
the treatment and prevention of this disadility.

As you now know, there was a “"flinical Conference on
Radium Irradiation for Prevention of Aero-otitis Media™ held
at Mitshel Field begimning on & June 19¢44. Dr. Teed, the oto-
laryngologist formerly on duty hore, had planned to attend
this conference as a Navy representative. He was transferred
to foreign duty just before the conference was to be held and
the Bureau ordered me to attend in his place,

This eonference was conducted by Dr. 8. J, Crows of
Johrs Hopkins Mediocal School assisted by Dr. H. L, Haines, also
on the Johns Hopkins' staff. Dr. Crowe is the Professor of
Otolaryngology at Johns lopkina and had offered hig services
to the Army for this projest. Hs told me while at Mitchel
Field that he had offered to do tiie sane for the liavy and
would be glad to cooperate in any way. I am sure it would be
well worth while if you were to ;o over to Baltimore and
discuas this problem with hin,

Dr. Haines was camissionsd in the Naval Reserve at
the time of the kMitohel Pield Conference but had been deferred
fron astive duty. I discussed the problenm of asro-otitis media
with him and told hin of our problems with it here and of the
need for treatnment snd preveution for the men taking pressure
in the escape tank here. Captain Shilling was already plan-
ning a research projeot on this aid I succeeded in zetting Dr,
Haines interested in it, e made a trip toc Hew London at his
own expense and has since been ordered to active duty aud is
now oconducting this project here., Captain 8hilling was able
to arrange for Dr. Haines being assigned here through Captain
Brown of the Research Departusnt of the Bureau of Medicine and

Surgery.
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I sonsider myself very fortumate in having had the
opportunity of attending the Mitchel Field Conference. As it
happensd, I was the only Havy reppesentative, a fact whish
rather surprised me. This 1a sweh a great ad pressing prodviem
with the Army Alr Foroe that I rather expected to sse the Naval
Aviation Medieal Departmsnt represented also. I feel sure that
the Eavy must alse have this as a problem although probadbly
less acutely because of the renerally more favorable elimatiec
conditions of our operating areas. Certainly we have had it te
eontend with in the pressure groups in the Submarine Serviee for
sometime. OCaptain 8hilling, the ledieal Officer-in-Charge of
the Medical Research lLaboratory here, had some correspondence
with Captain Poppeu (MC), UBY, of the Bureau of Aeromautios,
relative to this condition as far back as December 1541,
Captain Poppeu did not think the question of asro-otitis media
mong flying personnel was very serious at that time. It is
o feeling here that probably most of these cases do not show
up in the statiatics as most of them are treated as ambulatory
ocases over & period of time anu are not admitted to the sick
list. Perhaps you oan tell us more about this. We would
certainly appreciate any additienal information you oan give
us as a matter of gensral interest.

I enclosed two articles on aero~otitis media with
ny report to the Surgeon General on the Mitohel Pield Con-
ference. Perhaps you have seen these. If not, I'll be glad
to send theam to you. The Army report should interest you a
lot. I understood at the conference that the inocidence of
this disability was then even greater among flying persounel
than the report indicated.

Our radium applioators are expeocted here in about
two weeks. The project is well along except for these and the
Bureau of Medioine and Burgery's approval of x-ray treatment
for a part of these in a civilian hospital., I think you
would be interested in seeing these cases and what iz being
done here., How about getting aome additional duty orders and
caming up for a few days?! Don't let the Army get any further
ahead of us on this than they are!
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I came back fram the 8outh Paucific in March of this
yoar and have besn stationed here as Assistant Usdical Officer-
in=Charge of Medical Research laboratory since then, In
addition I have been doing considerable traveling for Com-
mander Subnarines Atlantic doing personnel selection for ihe
Submarine School. It isu't much fun traveling these days, but
I think it is paying good dividends as far asg the quality of
the sulmarine personnel is concerned.

Kleanore joins me in best regards to you aid
Jeanette.

Sincerely,

A. 5. CiliiTSMAN,
Comdr. (4C) USN.



