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Classsficetien changed to ‘r; ."“ ’I-“'H;ii

Jaoey T. Davis m33\9ﬂ7—

Dear Colonel Nichols:

You may be aware of the fact tmt tre activities of t's
Berkeley group at Bikini expanded ccneiderably beyond the origziral
intent that we were to do essentially radio-chemical and monitoring
work on a routine basis. One of the most interesting jobs, which
was done jointly by “r. Xenneth 5, Scott of the Padiation laboratory
at Rerkeley and Doctor Zifford Iwine from the Institute of Oceanog=
raphy at la Jolla, Califorria, was the study of movezent of water
in the lagoon after T2gt Raker, while the work was done srirzarily
for the purvose of followin= the distribution of activity as a
safety measure, the data obtained is of considerable interest to
those in the field of physical oceanography,.

I am wonderins if you feel that it would be possitle fcr
such experimental work to be ocublished in the oden literature. The
data could well be presentsd in a manner whick would rive no iniic-
ation of the total amount of activity involved as the resclt of the
Raker test, nor any other related inforration that would arp2ar to
me to be of siznificance with respect to sesurity, In other words,
the paper that thess men would like to prepars would sizply de-
scribe the movement and eradual dieoersion of a large tody of water
which had been labeled with radiosctive fission products. All dats
presented, with resvect to radioactivity, weculd merely indicate tire
relative dilutions without reference to ta® a-tual azsumts of active
substances irvolved. The only other inferzztion of porsible szcurity sip-
nificance, would be data which relates to tha phvsical dirsncsione of the
8ikini lagoon, namely 1its width, breadth, znd phreical contour of the
bottom, togethzr with pertirent irnforrmstien in recard to tidal flow,
depth and treadth of channels between various islands of the lazoorn,.

I am writinz directly to vou ahout this haczuse T feel that re-
lease of information of such a mature corcerninc Queration Crossroads
my be out of the province of the ordirary declassification machins,

Sincerely yours,

Joseph 5, Hamilton, v, 0,
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