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To: The 3ecretary of the Navy

Subj: Long-renge, continued study of medical and blological effects

of atomic borb -~ rejuest for,

Encl: 1. (H%) Summary Minutes of Conference of NKC, Iivisicn of
¥odical Sciences on Atomie Bowb Cesuslties, 4 June 1344,
RESTRICTED.

2. (H7) Ltr from Lewis il. Weed, M.D4, Chalrman, Livision of
Hadical Sciences, NEC- to Surgeon General, U.S. Navy,
étd 28 June 13486,

5, (U®) Ltr from Burgeon Generel, U.3. Navry, Lo Lewis ii. Teed,
¥eluy Chairman, Idivision of Hedicel Beiences, HRC, BUNFED-
Y-ELX:1I, Al6-3/WN, dtd 24 July 1940.

1. At tne earliest practicable date following the capitulation of Japan,
scientific groups effected & survey of damage procduced by the atonic bocbs

of Hiroshima end Hagasak{, iedical sclaentists studied the effect on personnel.
These observationa wers conducted under the auspices of the Army snd Nsvy
through the sgencies of Xanhattun Diatrict, NavIechJap, and¢ hospital ship

U85 HAVEN, Observations as could bs macde were continued by the medlcnl men

of the army of ocecupalion.

2., Demobilization and conge:uent loss of personnel engsged In thia work
prevents continuatior of this momt essential study.

3. Preliminary surveys notsd in peragrapn one include a population of about
14,0C0 Japaneze who were axposed to the radiation of atomic fisalon, It is
congidersd that this group offers ar ojiortunity for study of utmost importance
to the United Stotes and mankind in general as regards the medical and blo-
logical effects of atomic radiation. Such & study should continue for »

span of time &5 yet indeterminadle. It 18 beyond the scope of militury and
naval affairs, involving as it does, humanity in general not only in war but

in anticipated problems of peaceful industry., Pursuance of observation may

be effected properly by imerican scientists themselves or by Japanese =orkers
under American scientific supervision.

4. Enclosures one, two, and thres review for the Jecretary's information s
recent Joint Xational Resexzrch Council-Army-liavy conference on this subject
and resulting ection between RRC and this Buresau,
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5. As outlined in enclosurs one, paragraph G, sub-persgraph 1, it is
regpectfuliys§hd strongly reiuested thnal the Secretary take aporopriste
action toward the evolution of a Preaidential Tirectlve instructing the
National Acadeny of 3Jciences, National Research Council, to {netitute &
long range continuing study of the blological and mecdicul effects of the
atomic bomb, and authorizing the Council to utilize the aid as re,uired of
governmantal and civilian asgencies and personnel. It is further rocommerded
that the formulation of plans and methods for this study ba wade 2 function
of HRC, enshling an wnhampered flexibillity of action as may bs determinec by
circumstances to be most appropriate.

Roas

ROSS 7 McINTIRE
Vice kcmiral (lC) USH
Chief of Bureal



