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JOINT PANEL ON MYDICAL ASPECTS OF ATCMIC WARFARE . —

19 February 1950

Report of Working Group on Military Requirements
for Observations on Human Volunteers

In reference to the reaffirmation of the Fanel's position con-
cerning the endorsement of the recommendations of the NEPA Medical
Advisory Committee, presented in BAW 9/1 and BAW 10/1, it is submitted

that the Panel holds the following opinions:

1. Information much needed for military reasons is not available:

As to militsrily acceptable doses, e.g., doses acceptable
for crews of aircraft propelled by nuclear energy, and

for troops in combat;
b. As to doses required to cause casualties, e.g., median

sickness dose;

As to possibility of extrapolating data from animals to

arrive at LD-50 in man, It is, of course, not proposed

to determine LD-50 in man., If, by use of other criteria,

it can be determined what animals most closely resemble

man in reaction to radiation injury, extrapolation of

1LD-50 may be meaningfulj

d. As to all the sbove, information is required concerning
effects of single and divided doses,

a.

2. The information required can not be obtained from experiments
on animals alone, for the following reasons:

a, The place of man in relation to other animals is not known;

b, Even if the place of man in relation to other animals were
known for the effects of acute single doses of radiation,
species differences in the time-intensity factor would not
permit extrapolation of the effects of divided doses upon

man,
3., The Panel is in accord with the view that those conducting ex-
periments or observations upon human volunteers should themselves
volunteer,
/s/ Dr. Franklin C. McLean, Chairman

Dr. Robley D. Evans
Colonel J. P, Cooney
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