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UNITED STATES
ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION

WASHINGTOK, D. C. auinid TO BE UBLASSPUS
il ::‘7:.1111. .t W 7382

sy A 'a,
.April 2, 1952

Lear General Loper:

Reference is made to letter of March 7, 1952 fronm
prigadier General A, R. Luedecke to the Director of Miiitary
Application on troop participation in Operztion TUMELEZR-SN,. FPIF.

The proposals you outline for this troop participetion
program eEpFecr to be in general agreement with the principle of
limited troop psrticipation which the Atomic, Energy Commission
accepted ty letter of December =&, 1531. Accordinzly, we confirm
as a vorking principle for U&EL.R SNAPFER the Services' desire
for the ground troops to:

8. Cccupy @ position et the tire of delcnaztiorn
which '1s safe but not beyond a distance from ground
zero which is reasonebly sound from a tactical
standpoint, and

b. Maneuver on foot in the vicinity of ground
zero BS soon as practicable after the explosiorn.

Ve also note &nd concur with the intent of the Departiment
of Defense to designaie an Exerzise Director to represent the
threc Services in matters recuiring coordinotion witn Test
Command AF3W?, and the Test Manager,

While we agree that details of the participation progrem
can only te wuirked out satisfactorily betweer, the Test Ma2nzger
and the Exercis¢ Tirector on the ground, we feel that thece
detziled arrangements must rerain within an erea bounded by 2
broad unders:ianiing rezcned tetween tne Cammission and the
Derartment of Delense. hccordingly, our general agre:ment is
Qualified ac follows:

8. AEZ policy is, and will continus to be, to allow
no civilizn-manncd stztions clecer than five to six
miles to ground zero or to a bomd run because of the
possibility of bombing errcr.
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b. Therc are three possidble hazerd: to troops
stationecd et & distance of 7000 yards from the
calculated ground zcro. One is "that the encrgy
yield would be greater than that ascumcd in the
pre-shot cezlculations, a provlem crnly for Shot
No. 3. Thz cecond is that because of human or
mechanical error the bomb would be dropved closer
to the troops than grourd zero, If the troops &re
permitted t> be as close as 7000 yards to ground
zero, as you have requected, this mizns that they
may be as close as from two and one-n:zlf to three
miles to & tomb run depending on wrat bexd run is
used. The third is that because of fgilure of
discipline, troops would expose themselves to blast,
heat or lisht to & greater degree tran contemplated
by the instructions.

¢c. We ere gssured thzt the yield on Shot No. 3
will not exzcied that of calculations ty more thzn
10 percent. Therefore, injury fror this cause 1S
not likcly to troops stetioned as proposed who
follow an azdequzte safety procedure, The Commission
tekes it feor grznted thet the Exercsise Director and
his supericrs essune tnz responsitility in their -
placing en3i minzgement of troops fer rcrotestion
agcinst the second and third ceuses of extrz hazard.

d.-We rcalize the value and urgency of obdbtziring
quantitativc information on close tactical suppert
of troops &5 well as the value of psychologicel
indoctrinzt.on. If officials of the Departmint of
Definse, after rovicw of ths hectaré: Involved, stlll
feel thet ¢ militory resulrcment Jurt!lllzs the
maneuver, tre Comnmissiorn would enier no ctjecticn to
stetioning trcors a2t not less than 7020 yards froo
ground ziPo, provided tret the Exircis:z Circetor
prepares & safety rlan to minimize risx of injury
which is acceptzadle to the Test Marn:tre>. The
responsibility for troop conrplianse viith thic safztly
plan rests, of coursc, with the Excrcisc Director.

e. Troops mey pzrticipate end mancuver in conncction
with Shot MNes. 3, 4, anc 8.

f. Mzrev:rz in connection with thoo: siote will te
linited to itiac procedurc you have suzgorted, Tnis
envisions zrn edvznee or foot a2t & tim., &nd tnro.ch
e zone of edvence, prescrired by tho Tost M2nager.

In connceticn vwitn radiolegiczl monitorin: of thic
advence, 17 it gssumad that meonitorin: teems will te
provided froo the troops ond that o rweuiremernt
whatever w2112 Y- placed on the monlitsrirs group of
the test orgarizition, Sincce the laticr will be
otherwise czcuried 2t thot tims.

&. Troeop ctservers, 2s such, mriy porticipate In
Shot Ko, 3, &, 5, 7 2nd 8, the otr.rs toing concidoired
unsuitztle for thi accormodation of lzrge todiec of
otscrvers, W2 concir with your reduir.rent for
stztloning tnese oboervers ot appreximitily £even MIlis

from ground zcra.
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h., Participating troops and troop obscrvers not to
exceed in tre aprroximate numbers specificd in ycur
jetter ere 2c:-7table, since you clso stete that the
Exercite Dir:stts> will te responcsible for providing
for their centrsl, edministrztion end support,
coordinating wits the Test Maniger &5 neccssary.

Final dctercinatica of numters cf troops and observers
is & detall lelt for egrcement between the Exercise
Director anc the Test Meznager.

1. If any AZC expenditures are required in
eonnection v tn this prograr., working funds should
be trancferred In edvance from the Department of
Defense to tre Szrta Fe Operations Office.

¥Within the ztov: general arees > understcnding, the detzils
of hov the troops w11l przrtiecipate in TUMBLEER-SIAFFER should be
arrengcd betwszen the Exsrcise Dircctor end the Tost ¥znzgsr.
Should there te ne.3 J2r expinding the ecope of the program
approved herelin, we would consider it zppropriate that the
propcsel be preserted to the Commissior.,

.Sincerely yours, -

UNITED STATES ATOMIC ELERGY COMMISSION

gordon Dean

Chairman
Brigoedizr %Gencral ®. E, Loper, Chief
Armed Forcss Spceiil wozpons Froject
¥zshington 25, D. C.




