Statement by

Dr, Paul C. Aebersold, Director
Office of Isotopes Development
Atomic Energy Commission

ARM1.941208.083c

at

Meeting of Inteidepartmental Committee on Radiation Preservation of Food
November 24, 1959

1., Ue wish to present suggestions for consideration by the Committee relative
to future conduct of the national radiaticn preserveticn of food program.

2. Our first recommendaticn is that the term "irradiated food" be discontinued
~ psychologically this engenders a negative mental attitude., We propose
that the Committee formally adopt a new term and we suggest "ray processed
food" or "radiation processed food".

3, The program has received considerable adverse publicity through misinter-
pretation of the Army decisica to defer USAIRC, It is our visw, however,
that nothing has occurred which reflects adversely in any wey upon the
merit of a naticnal radiation processed foods program,

4Le Certain factors, in our opinion, render essential a reaffirmation by the
Government of its position concerning the radiation processed foods pro-
gram:

8. Ther. S, has assumed world leaderchip in development of radiation
preservation of food technology. The.Army Icnizing Radiation Center
and, in particular, the HIFI project became the focal point of world
interest.

b, The radiation preservation of food program is & true expression of
the Nation's Atoms~-for-Peace Policy, The prospects of this progrem
have excited the whole world with a reduction of food spoilage and
an improvement in world food supplies, Throughout Latin Anerica,
Europe and Asia interest is being stimulated,

5. The most significant civilian application of radiation to preserve foods,

btoth from a technic i i i i
echnical and economic viewpoint, is low dose treatment ‘o ex—
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tend shelf life of perishable foods., In the U, S, and abroad food losses

are most substantisl in the chain of supply between producer cnd consumer;

therefore, extonsion of shelf life fur a few deys of such itews us meats,
fish, vegetables, and fruite is require? in the civilian economy rather
than long-termm preservstion,

6, In view of the foregoing consideraticns, it is our opinion thatbs
a, The national civilian program for radiation preservation of fcod

should emphasize low dcse radistion treatisent of foods with direct
orientation to the civilian economy.

b, Required development programs should be initiated promptly to permit
early introduction into the free ecoromy upon obtaimment. of whole-
scmeness clearance,

7. Such a government effort apparently is not within the mission of the
Department of the Army., It would eatail fuller participation by other
corcerned agencies of the govermment, including the Commission, Depari~
ment of Agriculture, Department of Commerce, Department of Health,
Education and Velfare, avd the Devartment of the Interior with earliest
poasible particiration by industry.

8, Accordingly, we believe it highly desirable for the Interdepartmental
Comnittee to take the initiative in developing the elements of a revised
naticnal civilian rsdiatioq prosessed foods program, We propose establish-

“'ment of en ad hoc working group to draft such a program.

9. As a basis for discussion by the ad hoc group we have prepared a werking
draft of a naticael civilisn progrsn. e propoze thet the ad hoc group
review this and neet at an early da'e to prepere a mutnally agrecable

dorumont for considerstion by the Interdepartmentel Committes, We pro--
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pose that the Comnities convene a speciel meeting, if pessible in Januery,

to consider this Accum:at,

10, In conclusion, we should Lixe to indicate AEC willingness to coreider
coordinaviaz, Implemariirg, and budgetirg for a nationsl civilian radistion

processed ©od progran or behelf of the Iaterdsnartmentel Coamittes and

N e

its menber ogencies,
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