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1. kie wish to  present suggestions f o r  consideration by the Committee re la t ive  

t o  future  conduct of t h e  national radiat5.cn proservzhicn of food program, 

2. Our f i rs t  recommer.dati.cn is tha t  the t e r a  "iri-ad.iated focdl' be discontinued 

- psychologically th5s engenders a negative mental Rttitude. bJe propose 

t h a t  the Committee fo rmdly  adopt a new term a d  IJO suggest ''ray processed 

food" o r  If radiation processed food" . 
3. The program has received considerable adverse publ ic i ty  through m i s h t e p  

pretat ion of the A n q y  decisicil t o  clefer USATRC, It is  ~ u r  vie;,!, however, 

t h a t  nothing has occurred which r e f l ec t s  adversely in any we7 upon the 

merit of a nat icnal  radiation processed foods program. 

4. Certain factors ,  i n  our opinion, render essent ia l  a reaffirmation by the 

Government of i t s  posit ion coccerning t h e  radiation processed foods pro- 

gram: 

a, 
I 

The, U, S, has assumed trorld leadercihip i n  dvrelopment of rndiation 

preservation of fo9d technology. The.Army I c n i z h g  Radiation Center 

and, i n  par t icular ,  the HIFI project  became the focal point of world 

interest .  

b, The radiation preservation of food program is a t rue  expression of 

the Nation's Atoms-for-Peace Policy. The prospects of this  program 

hatre excited the whole worLd with a recluction of foad spoilage and 

m knprovement in vorld food supplies, Throughout L & b  &erica, 
Europe and A s i r r  i n t e r e s t  is being stiniulated, 

5. The most s ignif icant  c iv i l i an  application of radiation t o  preserve foods, 

both from a techrf-cal and ecolzolnic v i e q o i n t ,  i s  low dose treatment t o  ex- 

http://radiat5.cn
http://recommer.dati.cn


6. 

7. 

8. 
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tend shelf l i f e  of perishable foods. 

are most substant ia l  in th9 chain of supply between producer cnd comumer; 

therefore, extmsion of shel." l i f e  For a few dRrs of such i.f,eia (LE: meats, 

f ish,  vegs-tables , and f x i t e  is reqv.%re?. in the c iv i l i an  eco3om.y rathor 

than long- tern prese nra.lj.on. 

In view of +,he foregoing cmsiderat icnss  it is aur  opinkm tnrt: 

a, 

In the U. S, and abrcna food Zossss 

The national civilian program 103' rarliation preaenakion of fcod 

shou?.d emphasize l m  dcse rsdie,-Son troataeat, of f c3cds v i 2 1  6irect 

or ientat ion t o  t he  c iv i l . lm eco20myc 

3equired developmcst programs shoulc? be i n i t i a t e d  promptly t o  pennit 

ear ly  introduction i n t o  tJ3e free ecoroiay upon ob+,ainmer;l; of vhde-  

gcmeils3s clearance. 

b. 

Such a government e f f o r t  apparent3y is r,ot w i t h . h  the nisaion or" the 

Dcprtment of t h s  kcmy. 

cor?cerned agencies of the government, including the Comission, Dopar% 

ment of Agriculture, Ds2artrnmt of Commerce, Department of Health, 

Education md  Ilelfare, a.7.d the! Depar5ment cf the In te r ror  viL'n eczrliest 

possible p a r t i c i p t i o n  by hdustry.  

Accordingly, tie believe it highly des irablc f o r  the Interdepartmental 

Cormittee t~ tdse the L i i t i a t iva  i x  developing the elonents of a revised 

naticnal c i v i l i m  radiatio:ri promcsed f oorls program, 

It wmld o:itsiLi. . fuller par t ic ipat ion by other 

- 7  w propc.se gs.tablish- 

. ment of en ad hoc working group t o  draf t  such a progrm. 

9. As a basis fo r  cliscusc?.on by The e3 hoc group we have yreparod a wcrklng 

drafb of a natic;lel c i v i l f m  progrrs;qo 

rsvlev t h i g  and m e t  R t  an es=.?.y ds',e t o  prepare a mutualkf agTeaa33.e 

tis propom tkt the a% hoc group 

docwont for consideration by the IntenlepastncxtaI Cornittee, We pro-- 
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