AIR2.960731.006B

General James Ferguson, USAF
Commander

Air Force Systems Command
Andrews Air force Base
Wasnington, DC 20331

Dear Teneral ferguson

1 make reference tO Our Lrevious CORVErsations CONCerning the future
of the Arctic Aeromedical Laboratary. As a result of ray recent Visit 10
this laboratcry and in view of consideratvions 1o consolidate cur AMD
facilities, I recommend to you that we eliminste the laboratory.

Altnough the requirement to perform work relative to man Gpera g in &
cold environment may occur some time in the future, 1 cannot justify

its existence with the present austere manning and funding of regearca
and development. I feel that requirements for cold weathcr tests that
may arige in the future can be accomplished on a task force basic
following appropriate arrangements with Eielson Air Porce Base, Colonel
Boyard (SCLR) has advised me that there is 30me committee considering a
zrip to the labaratory to investigute the possibility of clo smf;. I believe
this to be unnecessary and thought that we shouid tako the inillative ano
necessary action to phase it out.

We are continuing to davelop a plan for rhe consolication OFf LAY fasiiitien
ané w11l have it for your consideration in the near future . Thic pies wall

include our best judgments for the sccomplisnment of Gur iz gion,

Sincereiy



