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"EMORANDUM FOR THE CHAIRIAN, COMUMITTEE ON [EDICAL SCIENCES

SUBJECT Denartment of Defense Biomedical Farticipation in Future
Atomic Teapons Tests

1, By attached memorandum dated 23 February 1951, the Chairman,
Armed Forces Hedical Policy Council exnressed ccncern regarding bio-
medical participation in certain atomit weancns tests, and stated that
he believed it essential that a determined effort be made to arrange
for necessary and pr:cticakble biomedical marticination in all other

future atomic —eapons teeta.

2, Blomedical participation in Operation 7INDSTCRM was discussed
further with the Task Force Conmander to ths satisfaction of all narties .
concerned, A copy of the memorandum from the Chairman, Armed Forces
Uedicel Policy Council was also trensmitted to the Chief, AFSIP?, for his
infermation and consideration in connection with assigned responsibilities
in preliminary vlanning for mili-ary Dartlcinatlon in future atomic weapons

tests,

3. The Committee on Atomic Energy helieves that in order to insurs
thkzt the requirements for biomedical data to be obtzined from each atomic
weapons test are met, there should be available a statement of the essen-
tial information of this type which can be obtained only on the occcasion

of an atomic weapon detonation, Such information w.uld be of considersble
aid in test program olanning, and wculd facilitate the esteblishment of =
centinuing nrogram designed to take maximum advantage of actual tests which

often are carried out on very short notice,

4L, It is ther<fore requested that the Joint Panel on Medical Aspects

"arfare be requested fto sui'mit for approval jointly by the Com-

af Atcmie
“z tement

mittee on lfedical Sciences 2nd the Committee on Atiric Energy, a s
cf <he ~edical and bicmedisal informatica they consider essential for the
De~crtrent of Defense to obtain through serticination in atomic wesbrns
tests cenducted in the future without regsrd to a svecific tyve or locetion

of tect, :
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/s/ Robert F. Bacher
ROBERT F, BACHER
Chairmen
Incl. Committee on Atomic Energy.
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