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SUMMARY OF GAO ENTRANCE MEETING 
19 August 1994 IRM OFFICE OUSD(P&R) 

.-- 

At 1000 the DoDIG opened the GAO entrance meeting. The GAO Auditor with lead on 
this study was Mr. Glenn Furbish, who also conducted the review on the GAO study completed 
in 1993 on human use. 

GAO was requested to conduct this inquiry and provide testimony by Congressman John 
Conyers for his subcommittee on Legislation and National Security, House Committee on 
Government Operations. The objective of the review was to identify the magnitude, impact and 
government actions being taken to address problems resulting from experiments sponsored or 
conducted by Federal agencies in which humans were deliberately exposed to hazardous 
chemical, biological, andor nuclear material. The Service points of contact for the Chemical 
Weapons Exposure Study Task Force were invited to attend, and most were there or sent a 
representative.' NTPR sent a rep; as did DTIC, which has oversight for the contracting vehicle 
we use in (P&R) for our Battelle/CBIAC contract. 

GAO was particularly interested in our efforts to (a) identify and notify participants about 
medical care necessary and compensation available, (b) the kmds and numbers of experiments, 
(c) the long term effects of the experiments on human subjects, (4) and what were the current 
laws or policies that we operate under where human use is concerned. 

Questions were posed concerning who was in control of particular efforts to collect 
information, how the efforts were administered within OSD and the Services, what kind of 
resources were allocated to particular efforts, and what were the extent of our activities so far, 
what had we accomplished, and what were the major challenges to identification and 
notification. There was discussion as to where the responsibility lay and what the avenues were 
for compensation for injury. The attached Human Subject Experimentation Audit Guidelines 
were provided to the attendees. 

GAO said they would be visiting the Services, specifically those installations that had 
human testing activities confirmed such as NRL and Edgewood Arsensal. 

GAO was given copies of the DepSecDef memo of March 9, 1993, to the Services 
directing declassification of certain materials, collection of information and forwarding to OUSD 
(P&R), and releasing W I I  test subjects from oaths of secrecy. They were also given a copy of 
the DepSecDef memo to Congressman Montgomery dated March 9, 1993; and a copy of the 
current human experimentation information sheet developed by OASD (HA). President 
Clinton's letter of January 3 1, 1994, to Congressman Porter Goss was also provided. 



FOLLOW-UP MEETING WITH GAO SEPTEMBER 8,1994 

On September 8 Glenn Furbish and Meg Klucaritas held a meeting with OUSD (P&R) 
staff to clarify some of the issues concerning the chemical exposure study. The discussion 
centered on issues of personnel and fiscal resources committed to the chemical effort; a central 
or focal point for control and direction of the collection efforts; and what our understanding or 
intentions were concerning outreach efforts for persons identified during our records searches. 
They also asked about clarification on DoD policy. They were referred to the March 9, 1993, 
DepSecDef memo as the implementing policy for the chemical weapons exposure search, 

September 12,1994, Phone Inquiry 

The week of 12 September OUSD (P&R) received a call from Ms. Klucaritas concerning 
questions on how and where people sought compensation. Marty Hamed discussed use of the 
VA for veterans, and the Department of Labor for former civilian DoD or contractor employees. 


