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CHEMICAL WEAPONS EXPOSURE STUDY TASK FORCE (CWEST) 

MEETING SUMMARY FOR 7 FEBRUARY 1994 

The meeting of the CWEST was convened at 1000 by Ms. Norma St. Claire, 
Director of Information Resources Management, OUSD(P&R) (R&R). A copy of the 
attendance roster is attached. 

Ms. St. Claire opened the meeting by reviewing what has been accomplished to 
date. She stressed the need for the Services to move faster to locate data pertaining to the 
use of human test subjects in chemical weapons testing in the past. She stressed that the 
Services will need to screen their records to locate names of all personnel who 
participated in tests as well as those exposed as part of training, transportation, and 
storage. Data must be extracted from archives leaving the records intact. Services are to 
document the data found and reference the location of the primary data. 

Ms. St. Claire also covered the fact that the Services must locate data that 
pertained to the testing and exposure of personnel to biological agents as well. She also 
issued instructions to the Services to inform all their personnel who were doing research 
in chemical or nuclear testing to also note the location of biological data and to forward 
the information to DoD. Service representatives stated that since the original direction 
did not specify biological agents that they would need specific direction to include 
biological agents testing in their searches. 

The Army representative stated that the Army did not have the funds needed to do 
an extensive search of the records. Ms. St. Claire replied that there were no additional 
resources available to give the Services and that a way to do the screening must be found 
within their current resources. 

It was mentioned that databases will be established for all current clinical trials 
and experimentation. These databases are being developed from the formats developed 
by the CWEST and will be compatible with across all human experimentation programs. 
The databases are being developed by DMDC. 

The group agreed that a follow-up memorandum from the Deputy Secretary 
would help focus attention on the project. Ms. St. Claire asked Ms. Hamed to prepare 
and coordinate a draft package for DepSecDef signature. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1200 p.m. 


