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CHEMICAL WEAPONS EXPOSURE STUDY TASK FORCE (CWEST) 

MEETING SUMMARY FOR 12 APRIL 1993 

The first meeting of the CWEST was convened at 9:00 a.m. by Ms. Norma St. 
Claire, Director of Information Resources Management, OASD (FM&P). A copy of 
the attendance roster is attached. 

Ms. St. Claire opened the meeting by noting that this issue has the 
personal interest of the President and several members of Congress. The 
purpose of the CWEST is to identify individuals exposed to chemical weapons 
agents, not to assign responsibility for past actions. Members were asked to 
ensure that the heads of their organizations are aware of the importance of 
this issue, and that it is a priority issue with DepSecDef. 

The following paragraphs summarize the major points of discussion. 
Critical issues, taskings, and decisions are highlighted. 

The group spent some time discussing the objectives of CWEST. The March 
9 DepSecDef memorandum requires us to identify current and past service 
members, current and past civilian employees of DoD, and contractor personnel 
that may have been exposed to chemical weapons agents through participation as 
human test subjects, or by participation in production, storage, or 
transportation activities. The question was raised as to whether or not we 
should search contractor facilities for records. Ms. St. Claire responded that 
this may have to be done. If it must be done, contractors who participated 
will most likely be asked to search their own files. There was further 
discussion about the fact that many of the companies participating in chemical 
weapons programs during the 40's and 50s have been absorbed into large 
conglomerates such as 3M and Honeywell. 

CAPT Ray Chaput, the Navy point of contact, questioned the purpose of the 
CWEST, and expressed doubt about the scientific validity of the causal 
relationship between mustard gas exposure and subsequent medical problems. Ms. 
St. Claire said that this question is outside the scope of the CWEST 
responsibilities. She further said that determination of causal relationships 
have already been made by the National Academy of Science (NAS) Institute of 
Medicine (IOM) report issued January 6 ,  1993. Any further questions of 
causalities will be determined on a case-by-case basis by medical staff at the 
VA. 

During the hearing on March 10, Mr. Vogel, Deputy Under Secretary for 
Benetits at VA, stated that the VA is aware that in some instances there may 



not be personnel and medical records available, especially since there were 
many records destroyed in the 1973 fire at the National Records Center. 
Disability determinations made by the VA will err on the side of the veteran. 
CAPT Chaput reiterated his concern that there be some kind of disclaimer that 
the DoD is not accepting any responsibility for medical conditions by putting 
individuals into an exposure database. 

There was some concern over the declassification directive in the March 9 
DepSecDef memorandum, concerning issues that may be contained in some of the 
records. CAPT John Jemionek, OASD (HA), emphasized that what the CWEST has 
been tasked with is the identification of who was involved in the testing, and 
to what extent. The declassification direction pertained specifically to 
people and units involved, agents tested, dates, and sites. Ms. St. Claire 
reminded the group that there is a failsafe in the memorandum which requests 
the Military Departments to specify in writing to the ASD(FM&P) if there is an 
overriding reason for maintaining classification of particular information. 

Ms. St. Claire stressed that the priorities for the Task Force are: 1) 
identification of dates and sites of all chemical weapons tests that were 
conducted using human test subjects; 2) identification of locations where 
source data on sites and individuals may be found; and 3) identification of 
individuals who were subjected to whole body exposure. CWEST members should 
provide information on test sites, dates, participants, etc., in writing, or, 
when possible, in an automated format, so we may begin putting the information 
into a database. -.-. 

Since many of the personnel and medical records for individuals who served 
in the military during this period have been lost, and since many of the test 
documents and records may not include names and service or social security 
numbers, we will have to rely, in part, on self identification. During the 
March 10 hearings Mr. Vogel stated that VA is taking the lead in the outreach 
effort. 

Ms. St. Claire asked the members to provide a status report on the 
information they had gathered to date. 

LTC Mike Brown, the Army representative, brought to the meeting a 
notebook with lists of sites and descriptions of activities performed at 
each site. 

Dr. Forrest Frank, Defense Technical Information Center (DTIC), will have 
the NAS Report put in the DTIC system. 

Members of the group found 690 names, with dates, exposure sites, and 
chemical agent information from the Washington National Records Center in 



Suitland, MD. There is additional information there concerning San Jose 
Island in Panama, as well as classified medical documents from WWII, that 
FM&P will be reviewing. 

There is reportedly a large amount of documentation at Ft. Mclellan, AL, 
and some information at Dugway Proving Ground, UT. There is also 
information in many technical reports that may help identify test sites 
and specific agents tested and the testing protocols. 

CAPT Chaput noted that the Navy already gave information to the VA. He 
said that they are preparing a memorandum to send to the DepSecDef 
describing the information they provided. 

Several members had questions about contractor and personnel resources 
that will be available to support the effort. Dr. Frank told the group that 
DTIC currently has the Chemical Warfare and Biological Information Center under 
contract and suggested that DoD may want to consider using them for information 
collection. CDR Yaffe, DDR&E, suggested that the CWEST might request each 
Service to designate three individuals to work full time on reviewing and 
collecting information from the records repositories that have been identified. 
Ms. St. Claire noted that the DepSecDef memorandum of March 9 tasked the 
Military Departments to make the required searches. At this time, no funds 
have been allocated for contractor support to the effort. The first task must 
be to determine the magnitude of the undertaking. Ms. St. Claire again 
stressed the importance of gathering the preliminary data on test sites and on 
locations where data on individuals may be stored. If additional resources are 
required to complete the effort, the ASD(FM&P) will review the alternatives for 
providing them. 

CAPT Jemionek suggested that the CWEST develop a work plan, time line, and 
description of final product or deliverables. Ms. St. Claire asked CAPT 
Jemionek to chair a Planning subgroup to develop a work pian for presentation 
to the full CWEST. It was also suggested that we try to get CAPT Bill Flor, 
Defense Nuclear Agency (DNA), to sit on the Planning group. He was deeply 
involved in the development of the Nuclear Test Personnel Review, a similar 
database established to provide a roster of personnel exposed to ionized 
radiation. Other members of the subgroup will be COL Frank Cox, ATSD(AE), Mr. 
Ed Christie, DMDC-W, Mr. Randy Rakers, USAMHI, LTC Mike Brown, DCSOPS, and Ms. 
Marty Hamed, OASD (FM8rP). The group will meet on April 19 at 9:00 am at 
Ballston Towers. Ms. St. Claire said that VA representatives will be invited 
to attend some of the CWEST meetings, to ensure that we are responsive to their 
needs. They will be invited to attend the subgroup meeting next week. 

The last issue discussed was on how much access VA needs to the actual 
records. Mr. Ed Christie will develop a strawman for the data base and bring 



it to the planning meeting next week. CWEST members will also be the 
designated point of contact for working with VA. 

In closing, Ms. St. Claire again summarized the priorities of the CWEST. 
She emphasized that after identification of test sites, the intitial task is to 
locate records (personnel, medical, technical) and then to determine the nature 
of the information they contain. First priority information is that pertaining 
to tests where individuals were subjected to full body exposure (as in the 
chamber tests at NRL), and where there was full body or critical exposure 
through accidents (such as the Bari Harbor incident). 

The meeting was adjourned at 12:OO pm. The Planning subgroup will meet 
on April 19 and the full group will meet again on Monday, April 26, at 9:00 am 
at Ballston Towers. 


