
RCCl.960618.009 

September 2 1, 1994 
U.S. Army Drug Testing Programs 

Involving 
Human Subjects 

1950- 1979 

BACKGROUND: Since the 1800s the U.S. military has been involved in many programs that 
tested drugs and vaccines in human subjects. Since the 1950s the military participated in the 
following studies: 

- Venezulean Equine Encephatlitis vaccine development 
- Oral Adenovirus vaccine development 
- Sulfamylon development 
- Antibacterial drugs 
- Malaria Research (1945-1975) * (see below) 
- Gamma Globulin 
- Acetazolamide 
- LSD Research (1955-1967) and other hallucinogenic drugs * (see below) 

-- Benzilate ( 1957- 1969) * 
-- Scopolamine (1960- 1975) * 

- Biological defense (1954-1973) - PROJECT WHITE COAT * (see below) 

Malaria Research using human subjects, involving prisoners, started during WWII. As a 
result of this research, Primaquine and chloroquine were discovered. The U.S. Army prison 
program testing stopped in 1975 and approx. 7,000 prisoners were used (3 deaths). Since 1975 
alternative procedures for using non-prisoners have been used. :g 

+$ 4 LSD and other hallucino~enic drug testing involved volunteers who were informed ahead 
of time that they would be receiving a psychoactive agent (one exception for the LSD testing). 
Strict medical supervision was provided and no fatalities or serious injuries occurred with over 
7,000 volunteers (686 LSD) participating. LSD follow-up medical evaluation of the 686 LSD 
volunteers started in 1974. As of 1980, 320 individuals elected to participated in this follow-up 
evaluation: 220 were examined directly and 100 by questionnaire. 

PROJECT WHITE CO AT was established to determine the vulnerability of man to BW 
attack using Q fever as a prototype. Recruited personnel, who were classified as conscientious 
objectors, were given a complete, comprehensive explanation of the program. Volunteers were 
briefed on individual projects and those who choose to volunteer signed consent forms. 2,200 
soldiers were involved. 

U.S. BW PROGRA M: Program began in 1942. Offensive aspects stopped in 1969 and by 1973 
the U.S. had destroyed ALL of its offensive capabilities. Today only defensive work continues. 
In 1977 most aspects of the program were declassified. The program was concerned with 
antipersonnel and anticrop agents and associated delivery capabilities, and to a lesser degree 
antianimal agents. Testing was conducted in laboratories, closed chambers, open air field (large 
scale), and used both simulants and pathogens. Open air vulnerability tests did not use human 
subjects but due to the scale of some tests, humans were exposed to simulants (number 
unknown). 


