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IN REPLY REFER TO 

IfEDCE-OH 

DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
OFFICE OF THE SURGEON GENERAL 

WASHINGTON 25. D. C. 

Si.,iRJFCT : Overexposirs t o  Ionizing Radiation 

THRTJ: Conmnding General 
F i r s t  United 3ta.tes A.rW 
Governors Island 
Few York 4, New vork  
F-TThl: Sur,aeon 

ARM3.941209.108 

TO : Coinmanding Officer 
For t  Totten 
Long Island, New York 
XTTN: Surgeon 

c 
/, ' 

(. /-"- 1. DA Vessage DTG P 1313302 June (copy inclosed)  ind ica t e s  t h a t  
Sqt  Amadeo Caravano, and PFC Joseph Cuswnano of your cornand received 
d O S e 8  of i0nizir.g rad-lation of 25,500 m i l l i r e m s ,  and 43,900 millirems, 
respec t ive ly ,  during t h e  per iod of 2 -- 9 June 1958. 

2. A dose of 25,800 -- 143,700 millirems i s  considerably i n  
excess o f  t h e  300 mil l i r em t o t a l  body r a d i a t i o n  permissible i n  one 
week. Should such inc idents  be f requent ly  recurr ing,  s e r ious  impairment 
of t h e  h e a l t h  of t h e '  ind iv idua l  could result. 

3 , ,  Request t h a t  t h e  causes of these overexposures be inves t iga ted  
and information on t h e  r e s u l t s  of t h e  inves t iga t ion  be forwarded t o  t h i s  
o f f i ce ,  ATTZTTION: The phys ic i s t s  a t  the  U. S. Army Environ- 
q e n t a l  Health Laboratory are ava i lab le  t o  give a s s i s t ance  upon wr i t t en  
reques t  t o  t h i s  o f f ice .  

IFJICE-OH. 

1 I n c l  
Copy of msg P 1313302 

Medicine Division 

Washington National Record Center 
Office of the Army Surgeon General 
Record Group 112 
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YOUR OFFICE CONCERNXNG _ -  . 9 -  ~ OVERDOSES . - +  OF - FOLLOUlNGt , -, . , -  - a .  6 .  ,' 

FILM . _  rm - -  omoos IJORN - .  BY SGT . - .  AWEO . . CAWVANO .- # , XNDC .' DO SAC^^;.^^ -.. a 
MfLLIREPS <85#00 - .  RESIS), ,FILM-W ONQCO1 WORk? ". BY .vc -$ogimk ... . r , .  

INDC DOSAQ - .  - .  OF 43.900 1 .  MILLIREMS (45.900 REMS) 9 RmEREMCED FXLMs 

UOREl .-  WK OF 2-9 JUtJ 58 
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LX07710 FOfi C O  idDQTHS INFO i\iEDCE-UH Ffi0i.i SIGDL-8130. I?EF FONECON, 

12 J U N  58, B E T W Z Z ~ J  PHILIP  JACKSON THIS DLFOT A N D  L'r  COL Z I M Z T  

YOUR OFFICE COiJCERNIi4G QVEFiDOSES OF FOLL0;JING: 

INDC DOSAGE OF 43.9bQ MILLIRLdS (43.3rjh : i ids)  . 2 L F E R E X E D  FILKS 

JORiJ  Wt( OF 2-9 JU!V 58 
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i3.300 43.908 2-9 513 
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a AHSDC 726.2 (17 June 58) 2nd Ind 
SUBJECT: Overexposure t o  Ionizing Radiation 

HEADQUARTERS FORT TOTTEN, For t  Totten 59, New York JUL 2 19% 

TO: Commanding General, Headquarters F i r s t  United S t a t e s  A r m y ,  Governors 
Island, New York 4, New York ATTN: AHFMS 

1. I n  March 1958, a team from Headquarters, United States Amy 
Environmental Health Laboratory of t h e  A r m y  Medical Service, A r m y  Chemical 
Center, Maryland, surveyed t h e  den ta l  x-ray f a c i l i t i e s  and no problem a reas  
were found. 

2. I n  June of 1958, t h e  Post Surgeon, as  a r e s u l t  of overexposure of 
f i l m  badges t o  personnel mentioned i n  bas ic  conrmunication, surveyed t h e  d e n t a l  
x-ray f a c i l i t i e s  and found no ion iz ing  r a d i a t i o n  leakage o r  malfunction. 

3. This i s  t h e  f i r s t  inc ident  of ion iz ing  r ad ia t ion  a t  t h e  For t  Totten 

Sgt Amadeo%aiano and PFC Joseph Cusumano were checked a t  Post 
Dispensary and no evidence of r ad ia t ion  e f f e c t s  noted. 
be rechecked 14 Ju ly  1958. 
2-9 June 58 were negative. 

-.-,* 
Dental Clinic.  

4. 
Both e n l i s t e d  men w i l l  

Film badges submitted for sa id  p r s o n n e l  s ince  

5. 
of excessive r a d i a t i o n  of the  f i lm  badges was caused by ca re l e s s  handling of 
t h e  badges. 
proper use and handlinc! of film badges and it i s  believed t h a t  a reoccurancc 
of t h i s  episode i s  very unlikely.  

Inves t iga t ion  by Post Dental Surgeon i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  t h e  probable cause 

A l l  personnel have been reor ien ta ted  on t h e  seriousness of t h e  

6, The probable cause of overexposure has  been f i l e d  i n  t h e  hea l th  record 
of each ind iv idua l  concerned i n  accordance with AR 40-431, and para. 4c, AR 
40-414. 

FOR THE COMMANDER: 
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