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UNITED STATES

b ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION ACH2.950206.011

P ——— WASHINGTON 88, B. C.

BMCLD July 5, 1955

Jre. Thomas H. Shipman

Los Alamos Scientific Ladboratory
P. O. Bax 1663

Los Alanos, New Mexico

- Dear Tom: -

This is in response to your letter of June 18. (uestion 1 {s i
answered easily. The Los Alamos Monitors' Handbook is a little gen ‘.
and vhen {t {s revised in the light of what would sppear to be impending
changes in the maxi{mum permissible levels for external exposures 1 weculd
hope that you could continue to make copies available as you have in the
past. Although it mipht relieve you somevhet of the responsibility if
it vere published here under Division of Blology and ledicine auspices 1
cen see two good reasens why this would not be desirable. One, it would
require official endorsement by a nunber of interested Divisions which
night delay its reproduction, and two, being a Los Alamos docunent rather
than & govermment document [t would, as has been demonstrated in the past,
be much more acceptable and palatable. As to your second questlﬁ-_.'/:g"—/
fail to see any particular problen with respect to the aduinistration of
tracer doses of materials to human volunteers with four provisos: one,
that these are true tracer doses and fall well belos by an order of

- nagnitude or two o an mmount which could result i{n somcthing corparctl:
to a continued maximun permissible body burden. The other three provisos
are those you have suggested, namely, that the procedure be approved ry 2
senjor nedical officer of the institution, that the subjects are bena
fide volunteers and fully {nformed as to the procedure involved; and
that the procedure be carried out under the supervision of g responsitle
physician vwho {s licensed to practice in that localjty, /1l thind tre
context within wvhich Shields made very strong statements decrying
experimental use of volunteer human subjects was one {n which there wvas
tremendous pressure being put on both the AEC and the 0D to permit
large doses of whole body radiation exposure in human volunteers, that
i{s, hundreds of r to determine the dose levels at vhich nausea and
vomiting would occur, {mpairment of work capacity and gross hematological

change.

Sincerely yours,

couscnow L€ ¢ 7 04 Charles L. Dunham, K.D.

“ 3- By 23g Director, Division of
A Biology and Medicine
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